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Things have certainly looked different this year, but Holy Spirit continues to adapt and thrive despite 

the obvious challenges. Clockwise from right, Confirmation was delayed from May to September, when 

this year’s group was finally able to celebrate this important sacrament. In October, children and 

adults alike gathered in the parish parking lot for a socially distanced 

outdoor Rosary. And last June, come rain or shine, congregants wel-

comed the opportunity to once more celebrate Mass in person before 

the church opened again later in the summer. Please read on for more 

inspiring stories in our fall/winter issue. 
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Rejoice always! (Yes, even in 2020) 

By Joe Bliss 

We are living in a time when it can 

be tempting to spend far too much 

energy focusing on all the things that 

are wrong with the world around us. 

It is, after all, 2020. It seems as 

though there is some unseen, limit-

less source of troubling news that 

spews negativity like an avalanche 

out of our televisions and radios and 

newspapers. It’s easy in a time like 

this to forget about hope and the 

goodness that resides in the hearts of 

the people around us. 

The last thing I would do is criticize someone for allowing 

all the negativity to get the best of them. I’ve done it my-

self, more times than I’d like to admit. It’s easy to find 

yourself sitting on the hopeless train and wondering 

when exactly you purchased a ticket for this ride. And, 

more importantly, why did you even get on the train to 

begin with? 

I think it’s important for us to avoid the hopeless train 

and to remember just exactly Who is in control. We 

should always be reminded of St. Paul in difficult times 

like these. St. Paul said that we should rejoice always 

and give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess 5:16). Not 

sometimes, not when things are going well, not just when 

we feel like it, but always. And he doesn’t just ask us to 

put a smile on our faces, he tells us to actually rejoice! 

I was pulling into the parking lot of 

my school last week after having 

lunch with my teaching partners. 

We’d gone to Wendy’s and spent 

most of the time wallowing in the 

difficulties and uncertainties of edu-

cation right now. There are a lot of 

them. The last thing I was doing was 

rejoicing or giving thanks. And that 

is precisely when I realized I’d left 

my cell phone at Wendy’s. Much of 

my life is trapped in that annoying 

little phone. The thought of dealing 

with a lost cell phone on top of every-

thing else going on was a little more 

2020 than I thought I could handle 

gracefully. I jumped back into my 

truck and headed for the restaurant.  

Did I mention that I wasn’t rejoicing or 

giving thanks? Instead, I was imagining 

my phone driving away in someone else’s 

pocket and wondering how much they’d 

get for it on Craigslist. I decided to say a 

little prayer. Not one of rejoicing or 

thanksgiving, mind you, but of pleading. 

“Lord,” I said aloud, “please let someone 

honest find my phone. Please.” I didn’t 

rejoice because I’m alive and well. I did-

n’t give thanks for my beautiful family 

and amazing coworkers. I didn’t give 

thanks for the students I’m blessed to 

teach. I begged, instead, to get my phone 

back. 

I rushed into Wendy’s and made my way to where I’d 

been sitting. There was a group of people there, one of 

them a man talking on his cell phone. The man looked at 

me. “This must be him,” he said, smiling. “I’m talking to 

Jason,” he said to me, pointing at his own phone before 

lifting mine from the table.  

Jason is a great friend of mine. This stranger at Wendy’s 

had found my phone, and when he looked at it a text 

came through from Jason. The stranger called my friend 

Jason from his own phone because he knows Jason well. 

Not only had my phone been found by an honest man, it 

had been found by my friend’s pastor. Sometimes I think 

the Lord speaks to us through tiny little miracles. 

And sometimes, it takes more than one tiny miracle for 

us to listen. Five minutes after getting my phone back 

and thanking my friend’s pastor, I was 

sitting at a stop light. I’d been there for 

several seconds before I heard the unde-

niable, shrieking sound of screeching 

tires. A glance in the rearview mirror 

showed a truck and trailer with brakes 

locked. I prepared myself as much as one 

can for the impact because it was going 

to be a hefty one. A split second before 

the truck smashed into me, I realized 

that the red light wasn’t stopping me 

from pressing the gas pedal. I stomped 

on it, turned right, and got out of the 

way just in time.  

(Continued on page 11) 



By Marjie Sloon 
 

This is what coronavirus has 

looked like in my family:   

 

In mid-February my dad began his 

sprint to the finish line. When he 

died on March 10, I was only 

vaguely aware of something called 

coronavirus that was causing a 

stir. When someone suggested I 

stock up on toilet paper I was more 

than a little confused. Did the coro-

navirus cause you to need more 

toilet paper? 

 

The day after Dad died, we 

planned his funeral, luncheon, and 

graveside service for the following 

week, expecting 100 people. Two 

days later the luncheon was can-

celed. Two days after that the fu-

neral was canceled. We were left 

with a graveside service with eight 

family members, the priest, and 

two active-duty Marines in full 

dress uniform who played taps, 

folded and presented the flag. It 

was perfect and exactly what Dad 

would have wanted anyway. 

 

And then school was canceled. My 

daughter, the mom of two elemen-

tary schoolchildren, told me in dis-

belief, “They've canceled school un-

til April 24! That's THREE 

WHOLE WEEKS!”  Maybe igno-

rance is bliss. Many schools still 

have yet to reopen, and parents 

have been supervising at-home 

learning while trying to continue 

their own jobs. I tell you, if I'd had 

to home-school my own children, 

they'd still be in kindergarten. 

 

Once it sunk in that we were in a 

pandemic to be taken seriously, we 

started social distancing.  We know 

children are resilient, but they 

know things and feel things too. 

After some time of being home-

bound our 9-year-old granddaugh-

ter complained to her mother, “I 

just want to GO somewhere!” 

 

Mom: Where do you want to go? 

Kid: I want to go to a playground. 

Mom: Well, all the playgrounds are 

closed. 

Kid: Waaa! 

Mom: But Grandpa and Mimi have 

a private park in their neighbor-

hood we could go to. 

Kid: Can we hug them? (She 

sobbed.) 

Mom: The play equipment? 

Kid: Nooo! Grandpa and Mimi! 

 

So they did come to our house for a 

few days and we did hug, and we've 

been hugging them ever since. And 

yes, the kids played on the play-

ground toys. 

 

Shortly after Masses had been can-

celed, I got a call from church ex-

plaining that they were identifying 

people over-a-certain-age who 

might need help during the pan-

demic. I thought to myself, “Oh no, 

I can't volunteer to help so soon 

after Dad has died. I just don't 

have it in me.”   

 

Imagine my surprise when I real-

ized they weren't asking for my 

help, they were checking to see if 

my husband and I needed help, 

since apparently we are officially 

old now! I 

laughed 

about that 

for a long 

time. 

 

As this new 

normal has 

continued, 

my 6-year-old 

granddaugh-

ter now rolls her eyes and does ex-

aggerated air quotes with her tiny 

fingers every time they can no 

longer do something they used to 

do. “Oh yeah,” she says, “DUE TO 

COVID!” 

 

And here's something no one will 

talk about: A runny nose while 

wearing a mask. I was in a store 

when I had to sneeze and then my 

nose began to drip. What do you 

do? If I'd removed my mask to blow 

my nose I'm sure the store alarm 

would have begun blaring, “Nose 

blower in aisle 12!” and cleared a 

three-block radius. I'll leave the 

rest of that scenario up to your im-

agination. 

 

Maybe the lockdown has been good 

for me. Life did not just go back to 

normal after Dad died.  I've been 

forced to take a pause. But really, 

did the pause have to be THIS 

long? First the pandemic, then riot-

ing, then smoke. As I write this, 

the election has not yet taken 

place. God help us. According to 

Job, “Is not man's life on earth a 

drudgery? ... So I have been as-

signed months of misery ...” (Job 

7:1-3) 
(Continued on page 10) 

Marjie’s Corner 
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Coronavirus vs. Corona, With Lime 
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By Cindy Ellis 

Advent literally means 

“coming.” It marks the 

beginning of the Roman 

Catholic Church’s liturgi-

cal year as well as the 

beginning of the period of 

self-preparation for the 

coming of our Lord, Je-

sus Christ; not His birth, but His return to this earth. 

He will arrive “sometime soon” and we must all stay 

vigilant and ready for His arrival. 

While Advent is not as strictly ruled as, say Lent, it is 

still a preparation period that should include prayer, 

penance, and fasting. In this way we can empty our-

selves of the sins and hatreds of this material world, 

open our hearts and our minds to the love of our Lord, 

and prepare for our own arrival – into heaven. 

This all may sound like the same old thing that we’ve 

heard all of our lives. However, in light of the recent 

pandemic, election season, and general lack of civility 

that we have witnessed of late, these words should be-

come our mantra for the Advent season. Empty our-

selves of hatred, unkindness, meanness, and judgment 

of others. Fill ourselves with love, kindness, charity, 

and tolerance for people with differing opinions or life-

styles.  

Our goal in this world and in the pursuit of any of the 

vocations is to get to heaven – to be holy. We cannot be 

holy if we are disparaging others for any reason, judg-

ing how others live their lives, or spew mean, ugly posts 

on social media. My wish for this Advent is that love 

and kindness prevail through all of Advent and well 

into the Christmas season. We have been told in much 

of scripture that love of God and love of neighbor is the 

greatest commandment – do this for me, do this for our 

country, and do this for our loving and present God.  

May this Advent be a true period of preparedness for 

you and the dawning of a great time of love and kind-

ness in the secular world.  
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An Advent Wish   

By Linda Rego 

We have all grown up hearing the 

story of the Good Samaritan. We 

can probably recite the details of 

this story from memory and conjure 

up visions of how it might have hap-

pened. A man walks down the 

wrong path and runs into trouble 

with a pack of bullies. He is robbed 

and beaten and left for dead. Along 

come several passersby and they 

notice he is naked, bleeding, and 

probably dying; but they do not 

know him, he is a stranger.  So why 

bother trying to help? They turn 

their eyes away from him, walk to 

the other side of the path and pre-

tend the dying man is not there. 

Perhaps they even grumble at the 

notion that his “nonexistence” de-

layed their own journey because 

they had to cross the road to avoid 

him. 

Then along comes the hero, the 

Good Samaritan. This man not only 

stops and gives immediate aid and 

comfort and hope, but he also car-

ries the injured man to a boarding 

house and pays for his room, food, 

clothing and any necessary medical 

care. He also promises to come back 

and check on him and pay whatever 

additional fees might be required for 

his care. This man goes the extra 

mile to help a stranger in time of 

dire need. He is extraordinarily gen-

erous with his time, money and 

most of all, his compassion for a 

stranger who is alone and dying.  

This story made me stop to think 

how many times I have been the 

recipient of a Good Samaritan. In 

my life I have had many hard times, 

some sad, lonely and difficult times.  

And I have been incredibly blessed 

by strangers who have gone out of 

their way to help me.  Then they 

seemingly disappear into thin air. 

Yet they have left me in awe and 

wonder. I am incredibly thankful for 

those good strangers.   

So I have to ask myself, how often 

do I try to be that Good Samaritan? 

Am I going out of my way to help 

others? Am I generous with my time 

to stop and ask the stranger if she 

or he needs assistance? Do I stop 

and give aid if someone falls, or 

comfort if someone is grieving? Am I 

kind and compassionate? How often 

am I willing to go that extra mile to 

help others, to the extent of my abil-

ity? Well, I am working on it. (I in-

vite you to read: Luke 10:29-37.) 

My prayer needs to be: Lord, I ask 

you to give me the kind, compas-

sionate and generous heart of the 

Good Samaritan. Amen. 

The Extra Mile 



By Judy Cleary 

Kim and Alex Barany are the new 

leaders of Holy Spirit’s Edge Min-

istry for grades six through eight. 

The couple met in Life Teen when 

they were sophomores and started 

dating when they were seniors in 

high school. They were married a 

little over two years ago. Kim has 

been a second-grade teacher at 

Westgate Elementary for the past 

three years. Alex works in opera-

tions at the Hanford Waste Treat-

ment Plant. 

When asked why they feel called 

to minister to middle-school stu-

dents, their reply is undeniably 

positive. The early teenage years 

can be a challenging time spiritu-

ally. Alex said that kids need role 

models, and he feels like he can 

relate to this age group. Growing 

up he was taught all the basics of 

the Catholic faith, the prayers, the 

Mass, the Sacraments, and it 

made him stronger in his faith. 

Now he wants to pass on these 

teachings and spiritual traditions 

of the church that he learned. 

Teaching kids helps him in his 

spiritual life, too, because you’re 

always learning something new 

along with them. Kim said middle 

school was a tough time for her 

growing up, especially spiritually, 

so she said she feels called to sup-

port kids at this important time in 

their lives. These kids bring some-

thing new to the table every meet-

ing, and the Baranys enjoy the 

challenge. 

The Edge program kicked off in 

September, and the theme for the 

first semester is “God is with Us.”  

The weekly sessions have 

touched on a number of 

emotions that many kids -- 

and really all of us -- have 

been experiencing this year. 

How God is with us in lone-

liness, boredom, uncertain-

ty, frustration, disappoint-

ment and restlessness. In 

these difficult times, the 

teachings help the kids to 

understand and recognize 

these feelings, to know that 

it’s okay to feel these things. 

In addition to the regular 

programs, the group has 

also had some masked-up, 

socially-distanced social 

nights, as well as a recent 

service night where they 

made “blessing bags” that 

will be delivered to a shelter for 

homeless teens in the Tri-Cities.  

The second semester’s theme is 

“Theology of the Body,” a study 

that St. Pope John Paul II helped 

create.  The primary topic is Puri-

ty and Chastity of Heart and 

Mind. It addresses who we are as 

people, what God created us for 

and how to live out His will.   

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

Edge has been primarily meeting 

on Zoom. While not quite as inter-

active as being in person, the for-

mat allows everyone to meet to-

gether in one virtual room, as well 

as break into smaller group discus-

sions. Several nights have even 

wrapped up with a trivia contest 

using Kahoot, which has been 

pretty competitive!   

Kim said she loves the community 

vibe at Holy Spirit and how friend-

ly and welcoming the Parish is. 

She said it’s like a giant family 

gathering every time you go to 

Mass. Alex is also “all in” on the 

church. As a member of the 

Knights of Columbus, a greeter, a 

member of Parish Council and an 

Edge leader, he says being in-

volved with multiple ministries 

keeps him working for the Lord. 

Kim and Alex said they appreciate 

the support of the other six Edge 

leaders and Father Brzezowski, as 

well as the larger parish family.  

Holy Spirit is blessed to have this 

young, vibrant and energetic cou-

ple lead our youth in this ministry.  

They have a remarkable under-

standing of our young people, and 

I know they will make exceptional 

parents themselves. In fact, they 

will be welcoming a baby boy in 

March! Congratulations! 
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Life Teen alums take reins of  

middle school ministry  

Kim and Alex Barany 



 

 

 

 

 

By Kasia Henderson  
 

Let’s be honest, the past nine 

months have been difficult for all 

of us. Who likes to be isolated 

from other people, or have to 

work or do school from home? I 

know I sure don’t.  

Why has this new lifestyle been 

so hard on us? I believe it is be-

cause God made us to be very 

social beings.  

Thankfully, with God’s help I be-

lieve there are safe and effective 

ways for each of us to improve 

our interactions with others dur-

ing the pandemic. For example, I 

don’t see any reason why we can’t 

do more outside with each other 

as long as we wear masks and 

follow social distancing require-

ments. I also believe setting up 

regular FaceTime and Zoom 

dates with our family and friends 

can help us stay connected.  

Along with utilizing these ways 

to stay connected, there is one 

more thing I must not forget to 

mention. It is called the power of 

prayer. In the end, I guess what I 

am trying to say is that even 

though our lives are hard right 

now, God is always there to help 

us out whenever we need Him. 

All we have to do is ask Him 

through prayer, and wait to see 

what happens. Now isn't that 

awesome? 
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Mass Musings - By Deacon Ken Ellis 

Weathering the pandemic through  

the power of technology, prayer  

More than meets the eye on our  

Altar of Sacrifice 
What do you see when you look 

at our altar? We call it an altar 

but what does it represent? We 

have two candles, one on each 

side of the altar. What do they 

say to you? What do you see 

when you look at them? Are 

they just pretty or do they have 

a deeper meaning? Yes, lots to 

think about.  

When we think about the word 

“altar,” we should be thinking of 

the Altar of Sacrifice because 

even before Jesus that’s what 

happened there. Things were 

sacrificed to God. It was bloody, 

then the sacrifice was burned. 

John the Baptist called Jesus 

the Lamb of God, and if we look 

through the Bible, we see many 

times where a lamb or ram was 

used as the sacrifice. 

Every week when we attend 

Mass, we go because of the Altar 

of Sacrifice. Without the altar 

we would have no place to offer 

the sacrifice at the priest's 

hands. There would be no trans-

figuration of the bread and 

wine.  

The candles are the light of 

Christ, but they also show us 

the way to salvation. Our salva-

tion is only possible because of 

the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

The next time we go to Mass, 

let’s really look at the Altar of 

Sacrifice. And pray not only for 

the forgiveness of our sins, but 

also that the Lamb, in his sacri-

fice -- by which he took away the 

sin of the world before our very 

eyes -- may make his love a pri-

ority in our lives. Because only 

through that Altar of Sacrifice 

do we have a chance for salva-

tion. 



Sacraments 
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Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into 

the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from  

April 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020 

Presley Kay Sacco 

Duke Roger DeVoir  

 

Deaths 
April 1, 2020 through November 3, 2020 

 Please pray for the souls of our deceased 

parishioners.   

May they rest in peace. 

Jack Henneberry 

Mary Myjak 

Ted Turpin 

Peggy Leon 

Mary Mokler 

Roscoe Wade 

Terry Holt 
First Holy Communion 
April 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020 

  
Isabel Alexandria Garcia 

Emily Abigail Shaber 

Lincoln Gray Reddinger 

Warren Michael Perry 

Nikolas Alton Raquino 

Claire Campbell Hilker 

Grayson Russel Beck 

Alexis Maureen Han 

Emily Anai Sanchez 

Zachary Caprial Ramos 

Lidia Galilea Evangelista Torres 

Oliver Curtiss 

Lily Ryan Michael Jennings 

Ava Rose Santoy 

Rite of Christian Initiation  

of Adults 
 

We welcome the following who were received into 

Full Communion of the Church  

September 13, 2020 

Brody Cooper Door 

Kaylee Grace Door 

Kristel Leann McCurley 

Kyle Joe Sani 

McKayla Talavera 

Sebastian Talavera 

Logan Joseph Tinnin 

Vivian Jane Botel 

Confirmation      September 13, 2020 

Natalie Bohrmann 

Mailee Bui 

Elijah Burris 

Sienna DeSmet 

Kevin Gilliam 

Joseph Guzek 

Leah Guzek 

Rachel Guzek 

Cade Haffner 

James Kaden Harrison 

Grant Hickman 

Trinity Laughery 

Lauren Leckelt 

Logan Leibert 

Kameron Ly 

Roslyn McLellan 

Natalie McQuade 

Truc Nguyen 

Thoai Pham 

Nicholas Powers 

Ana Tejada 

Nathan Vienneau 

Michael Zoladz 

Voice of the Spirit volunteer editors: Dieter Bohrmann and Erica Hohl. Special thanks to contributors 

for this issue: Marjie Sloon, Ken Ellis, Andrew McCabe, Cindy Ellis, Joe Bliss, Judy Cleary, Linda 

Rego, Bob Baemmert, Kasia Henderson, Wynona Vaz and Debbie Forgette. The Voice of the Spirit is 

published each spring and fall and distributed to parishioners. The newsletter is also available on Holy 

Spirit’s website, https://holyspiritkennewick.org. Articles, photos and story ideas are always welcome! 

If you would like to help, please contact Dieter at 509-987-3158 or dgbohrmann@gmail.com. 
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By Bob Baemmert 

Most of us may feel as though we live in a “high-tech” 

community with thousands of people in the Tri-Cities 

employed by Hanford, Pacific Northwest National La-

boratory and related businesses. After all, we brag that 

we have one of the highest populations of PhDs per 

capita in the world. Despite these “truths,” the fact is 

that our community is still mainly agricultural-based, 

and many of the folks in our community recently com-

pleted harvest time. That represents long days, hard 

work and many associated stresses. Managing the 

many hired hands to harvest, harvesting at the correct 

time, and getting crops to this year’s very uncertain 

market are just some examples.  

Add to that, the days are getting shorter and the 

weather is changing. That alone can create a sense of 

urgency to get accomplished what needs to be done 

before winter sets in. Did I forget the recent election 

and ongoing social unrest? I need to stop! 

Regardless of who you are or what you do, the pandem-

ic has provided enough stress for everyone to go around 

this year, and many of us are seeking a break from it 

all. 

Here is one solution. If you walk through life with Je-

sus, or just know of Him in passing, and you need some 

peace, I’d like to invite you to take a deep breath and 

read the following passage. They are Jesus’ words for 

times like this and one of my personal favorites. These 

words always seem to calm me: 

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and 

I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 

will find rest for yourselves. For my yolk is easy, and 

my burden light.”  (Matthew 11:28) 

God bless you all and may He grant you His peace this 

Advent season! 

Let Jesus lighten your burden this Advent season 

By Andrew McCabe 

The Knights of Columbus completed an outstanding year of 

sprinkler blowouts this fall, with more than 500 systems done 

throughout the Tri-Cities.  Since the Water Follies and county 

fair were cancelled this year, we were unable to raise funds with 

our ice cream booth, making the sprinkler blowouts even more 

important. The funds raised through these events allow us to 

continue to support things like Catholic Charities, Prepares, 

Hope Medical, Coats for Kids, Seminarians, and Catholic Educa-

tion, just to name a few.  

There are four Knights who have been managing this project for 

many years. Each of them is responsible for managing a region of 

the Tri-Cities, and work alongside their crews blowing out as 

many as 18 systems per day. Some days were long, cold, wet, and 

windy, but they got the job done. Many thanks to Steve Hunter, 

Marcel Bergeron, Bill Ziegler and Darrell Kahl for your hard 

work. And an additional huge thank you to everyone who volun-

teered their time to work, as well as everyone who allowed the 

Knights to blow out your irrigation systems. 

Knights sprinkler blowout fundraiser a great success 



By Andrew McCabe 

The Holy Spirit Council of the 

Knights of Columbus and several 

of its members have received 

awards of recognition from the 

Washington State Council and the 

Supreme Council. Each year, the 

Supreme Council (our Global Or-

der) tasks all local councils to plan 

and execute service programs that 

focus on the areas of Faith, Fami-

ly, Life and Community. Our local 

council chooses to focus even more 

specifically on the Corporal Works 

of Mercy, like feeding the hungry, 

clothing the naked, visiting the 

imprisoned, etc. Our programs 

reflect our Catholic values. Even 

our fundraising efforts, primarily 

the ice cream booth and sprinkler 

blowouts, have a “service to the 

community” component, and align 

with our beliefs. 

The Supreme Order has recog-

nized the Holy Spirit Council 

10653 as a Star Council. Star 

Councils are councils that have 

received all three supreme honors: 

The Columbian Award, McGivney 

Award and Founders Award. 

These awards recognize excellence 

in service programs, as well as 

strong membership growth and 

participation in the Knights In-

surance Program. This is a big 

honor. Holy Spirit is the only 

council in our district to achieve 

Star Council. 

The Washington State Council 

has also awarded our council with 

the 1000-Point Club and the Best 

Community Service Project in the 

state. The 1000-Point Club re-

flects councils who consistently 

participate in a wide variety of 

programs in the areas of Faith, 

Family, Life and Community. The 

winning community service pro-

ject was our Prisoner Gift Pro-

gram, which ensures that those 

who find themselves incarcerated 

during the Christmas season are 

not forgotten. Robin and Linda 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Holy Spirit Knights receive top honors  

from state council 

By Bob Baemmert 

Laura Osterwyk is the sweet and lively wife of Brother 

Knight Frank Osterwyk. Frank passed away some years 

ago, but that hasn't held Laura back.  

Unfortunately those legs, in Laura’s words, ”just aren't 

what they used to be," so Laura, in this time of pandemic, 

needed to switch to using a walker, and stairs are a real 

challenge.  

Enter Brother Knight Hank Ogryzek. He made a new set of 

stairs, acquired a beautiful ramp from KC HELP (Hospital 

Equipment Loan Program) where he volunteers, and gath-

ered a team of Knights to help. With masks on and tools 

swinging, we enjoyed an afternoon of fraternalism and 

constructed Laura’s new ramp. No neighbor gets left be-

hind in our Parish! 

No neighbor left behind Our team, from left to 

right, Kelly Hender-

son, Tom Perkins, 

Laura Osterwyk with 

her new "Souped-Up 

Walker," Marcel Ber-

geron on the porch, 

Bernard Ip in blue, 

our group leader 

Hank Ogryzek and 

Bob Baemmert 

(behind the camera). 
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My friend Molly blurted out in frustration, “I long for the day when the word 'Corona' is only followed by 

'yes, please, with lime.' ” They say hindsight is 20/20. I know I'll be glad when 2020 is in the rearview mirror. 

 

But you know, life goes on. We're expecting a new grandchild before the end of 2020. (A quarantine baby … 

but that's a different story.) Each new child is God's way of saying that life is good and the world should con-

tinue. We'll get through this. Don't forget, Job went on to say, “Behold, God will not cast away the upright; 

… Once more will he fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with rejoicing.”  (Job 8:20-21)   

 

Hang in there! Rejoicing is just around the corner! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Corornavirus vs. Corona, With Lime 

HOLY SPIRIT CHARITABLE DONATIONS  

TITHING PROGRAM  
APRIL 1, 2020 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2020 

Yakima Retired Priests                        8,915.00 
World Mission Sunday               650.00 
Campaign for Human Development      2,025.00 
Catholic Communication Campaign         50.00 
Operation Rice Bowl            2,406.56 
Black and Indian Missions              200.00 
Catholic Home Missions               375.00 
Peter’s Pence                375.00 
Catholic Relief Services   109.00 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe 225.00 
Collection for the Holy Land (Good Friday) 275.00 
Be Christ’s Light for Others           5,090.00 
Wildfire Relief                200.00 
  Grand Total:        $20,895.56 

Disbursements from Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul    April 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020 
                 
Total number of calls to the helpline: 229 

*Of the many calls made to our helpline some clients are in another SVdP Conference’s area, others we are una-
ble to ever reach despite our best efforts or some owe sums beyond our means, etc. Sometimes our help is in the 
form of referrals and prayer.   

Total number of households helped financially: 41 

Total disbursement to the needy who contacted Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul for help:   $5,356.64 

Additional expenditures (with St. Joseph’s SVdP): $1,000.00 

Administrative costs of $508.63 for national SVdP annual dues, phone service, and check blanks 

Local Charities (from tithing)  
St. Joseph School               $13,650.00 
Tri-Cities Food Bank       3,400.00   
Fellowship of Catholic University Students    1,750.00 
Prepares        3,350.00 
Hope Medical of WA                  3,059.28 
 
Out of Our Area Charities (from tithing) 
Olancho Aid Foundation         500.00 
Catholic Relief Services      2,261.26 
Catholic Charities, U.S.A     4,615.25 
St. Joseph’s Indian School        250.00 
Red Cloud Indian School        250.00 
St. Labre Indian School                     489.83 
St. Thomas More School      1,600.00 
Wildfire Relief        1,004.05 
Light of Hope           603.34 
Doctors Without Borders USA      1,000.00 
 Total (Local and Out of Area):             $ 37,783.01 
Special Collections: 
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Rego are the driving force behind this project. 

Through this program, they bring hope and heal-

ing to many inmates. 

Each month most councils throughout the state 

select both a Knight of the Month and a Family of 

the Month in recognition of their contributions to 

family, parish and community. Near the end of the 

fraternal year, each council selects one Knight and 

one Family from those 12 to submit to the state 

council as their nomination for Washington State 

Knight and Family of the Year. Our council is 

blessed to have many great candidates to choose 

from. This year we are especially honored to have 

received both the Washington State Family of the 

Year and Knight of the Year.  

Steve and 

Courtney 

Hunter and 

family are the 

recipients of the 

2019-20 Wash-

ington State 

Family of the 

Year award. They 

are an excellent example of a strong Catholic fami-

ly. Their dedication to serving our parish and com-

munity is impressive. We often see their multi-

generational family worshipping together at Mass. 

The last edition of Voice of the Spirit included a 

feature story about Steve and Courtney. This hon-

or is well deserved. If you see them, please take 

the time to congratulate them. 

The recipient of the 

2019-20 Washington 

State Knight of the 

Year is Andrew McCabe 

(me), the current Grand 

Knight of the council. I 

am humbled to have 

been nominated by my 

council, even more so to 

have received this 

award from the state. 

This honor reflects not 

just on me, but also on 

the whole council and 

parish. Thank you for the op-

portunities to lead and serve. 

Our local council also presents 

an award to a Knight who has 

demonstrated dedication to 

those Corporal Works of Mercy 

and exemplifies the spirit of our 

council. We call it the Spirit 

Award. This year’s recipient is Roger Willis. Roger 

is involved in so many of our service program are-

as, fundraising, and even chairs the Coats for Kids 

program for the whole state. Congrats Roger! 

These awards demonstrate the vibrance of our Ho-

ly Spirit Knights Council. None of these awards 

were achieved by just one Knight, but were the 

result of many Knights, families and parishioners 

working together to bring much-needed charity 

into this world. Thank you all for supporting the 

Knights and participating in our many programs. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Top Honors 

Rejoice Always! 

I rejoiced that afternoon and gave thanks for many reasons, both big and small. In the same sentence that St. Paul 

wrote telling us to rejoice always and give thanks in all circumstances, he also told us to pray constantly. A missing 

cell phone and screeching tires were a reminder that St. Paul wasn’t kidding.  

Think, for a moment, about what God is telling us through the words of St. Paul. If we really rejoice always, if we truly 

give thanks in all circumstances and pray constantly – we don’t have time for the hopeless train. Our televisions and 

radios won’t be on so much. We’ll use our newspapers to swat away flies and our phones will spend more time in our 

pockets and less time in our hands. We’ll have the clarity we need to recognize the little miracles in our lives and to 

rejoice in the miracle that is our lives. 

Don’t allow your hope to be drowned out by the world’s noise. 2020 can be a year known for rejoicing, thanksgiving, 

and prayer. It is entirely up to us. St. Paul, I am certain, wouldn’t have it any other way.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Steve and Courtney Hunter & Family 

Holy Spirit’s Grand Knight, 

Andrew McCabe 
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Voice of the Spirit is now online! 
Can’t get enough of the Parish newsletter? An archive of issues dating back more than 10 years is 

now available on Holy Spirit’s website. You can find the issues at https://holyspiritkennewick.org. 

Look for the Voice of the Spirit link under the “Parish Life” tab. The current issue will also be post-

ed here. 

The newsletter is published each spring and fall and distributed to all parishioners via mail (and 

hopefully soon, email as well). Content submissions and story ideas are accepted year-round, and 

volunteer writers are always welcome!  

For more information about the newsletter or questions on how to submit an article, please call, 

text, or email Dieter Bohrmann. Contact information is located on page 7. 

 Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve – Masses at 5:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 

 Friday, December 25, Christmas Day – Mass at 9:30 a.m. 

 Thursday, December 31, New Year’s Eve – Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

 Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day – Mass at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Unless new guidance is issued by the Governor or the Bishop, this will be the schedule used for the 

Celebration of Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.  Please consult Holy Spirit’s 

website for the most up-to-date information.  Reservations are required to attend any indoor Mass.   

You may sign up by calling the office at (509)735-8558 or using the SignUpGenius app online. 


