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The Lord is risen! Alleluia! Again and again for 50 

days, we will sing those words. The resurrection of 

Jesus is too wonderful an event to take in mentally in 

just one or two days. We call these fifty days a sea-

son, but the liturgy makes it one long Sunday cele-

bration, just one day. It begins with the Easter Vigil 

celebrated on the evening before Easter Sunday and 

climaxes on Pentecost Sunday with the coming of the 

Holy Spirit upon the first members of the church. 

You will note that the Scripture readings may take us 

anywhere in that one long day. We might be reading 

already about Pentecost, which in our calendar this 

year comes on June 9. 

Pentecost in the Jewish calendar was a harvest feast 

when crowds would come to Jerusalem to give 

thanks to God for a bountiful crop. People in Jerusa-

lem that day would be speaking many different lan-

guages depending on their home town and their na-

tive language, but they were all Jewish by faith in the 

God of Israel. The streets would be filled with sounds 

that many might not understand. 

The apostles were huddled in a house waiting for the 

coming of the Spirit as Jesus had instructed them 

before He returned to heaven about ten days before. 

As they prayed and waited, the Acts of the Apostles 

in chapter two tells us, “And suddenly there came 

from the sky a noise like a strong, driving wind, and 

it filled the entire house where they were. Then there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire which parted and 

came to rest on each one of them. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in dif-

ferent tongues as the Spirit enabled them to pro-

claim.” This was the amazing start for the work of 

preaching the Gospel. 

In Genesis God creates the first man and woman and 

we are told that God breathed on them, blew into 

their nostrils the breath of life. That wind on the first 

Pentecost represents the breath (ruah) of God as the 

Spirit brings us to life, the Easter life of Jesus, God’s 

own life. We are now God’s adopted children. The 

tongues of fire show us that the Spirit is the love be-

tween God the Father and God the Son. A love so 

perfect that He is a living person.  

In chapter eleven of Genesis we find the story of the 

Tower of Babel. People there are so proud of them-

selves that they decide rebelliously to build a tower 

that will lift them right up to heaven to be equal with 

God. God is determined, the story says, to stop the 

project, so He goes to those folks and confuses their 

tongues. They cannot understand each other any 

more so they scatter in every direction. They no long-

er have a life together so why stay together? On Pen-

tecost Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, goes out to 

preach about Jesus and EVERYBODY understands 

as if he were speaking in their own native language.  

Jesus has died and risen and sent us the Holy Spirit; 

we are redeemed, the sinful rebellion of the prideful 

human race is forgiven. Because of Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit, we again have a life together with God. 

What a magnificent God we have. Alleluia! Give 

thanks to the Lord for redemption and for the life we 

have together as God’s beloved children. The Spirit 

constantly prays within us to intercede for us, the 

Church, to undertake the mission to bear witness to 

Jesus. As the Spirit overcame the fear and hesitation 

in the apostles, He will do so in us. Be bold. 

     ~Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 

FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER 
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My faith journey has been shaped by three main things: 

family, questions and prayer.   

I was born into a Catholic family. Both my parents were 

practicing Catholics, and I remember being involved in 

the Church from a very early age: volunteering for fund-

raisers, altar serving, and attending Catholic school. Yet 

growing up I always wanted to know more about the 

mysterious friend that I had in God. This thirst for 

knowledge led me to fre-

quently ask “why” instead 

of just accepting the an-

swer “because”.   

My prayer life started as 

something my parents 

would do with me, saying 

the family rosary, going to 

weekly Mass, saying pray-

ers before meals and bed. 

However, as I grew I 

wanted to make those 

prayers more and more my 

own. I had a yearning for 

something deeper and 

more meaningful. I started 

to use meditation in mid-

dle school, and eventually 

found other less structured 

forms of prayer like walks 

through nature or just si-

lent time in front of the 

Blessed Sacrament to be the 

most fruitful in developing that relationship with this 

mysterious, but faithful friend I was beginning to know as 

God. This backdrop of questions, involvement and prayer 

has been what has shaped the simple faith journey I call 

mine. 

From an early age I wondered what God had planned for 

me in my life. I remember distinctly praying during grade 

school to become a martyr, probably because I knew that 

meant I would get to heaven for sure. Eventually those 

questions about the future led me to wonder if I should 

become a priest, so I entered the minor seminary at the 

University of Notre Dame while I was an undergrad 

there.  

However, there was always a desire to want to be a father 

and have a family in the back of my mind, so I decided to 

leave seminary after five years. Eventually, after leaving 

seminary and being a youth minister for a few years, I 

decided to go back to seminary thinking I finally had it all 

figured out.  

What I have come to understand from my faith journey is 

that when I think I have everything figured out I need to 

watch out, because God has continued to throw me curve-

balls. I think these curveballs were subtle or sometimes 

not so subtle nudges from 

God reminding me that it is 

better for me to remain se-

rene, being open to God’s 

will in my faith journey, 

instead of trying to control 

things with my own will-

power.   

Long story made short, I 

was almost ordained a dea-

con before I met the person 

who would eventually be-

come my wife while doing 

a summer program of CPE, 

or clinical pastoral educa-

tion, as a chaplain at a hos-

pital. I left seminary after 

more discernment that next 

fall and I have been making 

several leaps of faith since 

trying to understand how I 

can be most useful to the lov-

ing God I have continued to 

try to know. This has led me to many wonderful experi-

ences over the years from working with autistic children, 

to being a firefighter/EMT and eventually to the Tri-

Cities where I am a middle school teacher at St Patrick’s 

Catholic School. I am blessed to have a wonderful daugh-

ter who will be turning 5 this summer and a wife who is 

an ELCA Lutheran pastor.   

My faith journey has not been at all what I would have 

seen it to be, but knowing that I am not having to go it 

alone, but instead have a wonderful friend in God that is 

leading the way continues to inspire me. As I continue to 

value the Catholic identity I have made my own, I also 

wonder with eager hope what the future has in store, con-

tinuing to try to take this journey one day at a time. 

Family, curiosity, prayer shape ever-changing walk with God 

Tom Hofmann with wife Kirsten and daughter Talia. 
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One summer we spent a few glorious days vacationing on 
the banks of sunny Lake Chelan with our adult children 
and grandchildren. The boat rental business was booming 
that summer with family-sized pontoon boats – AKA party 
barges – speeding up and down the lake.  

We began to jokingly talk about having our own rental 
business as a means of prolonging the vacation feel to 
year-round living, as vacationers often muse (or is that 
just me?). My son-in-law came up with the idea that I 
could be the spokesperson in ads for our business. I could 
be “Party Barge Marj”. We had some laughs over that, and 
the business sunk before it got afloat, but the new nick-
name stuck. 

This same son-in-law recognized that Party Barge Marj has 
a few opinions. In fact, I do have opinions on most every 
subject and am happy – no, compelled – to share them 
with just about everybody. The opinion is usually followed 
by unsolicited advice. Hey, if I think I'm right, don't I have 
an obligation to share that wisdom with friends and 
strangers? Anyway, Mr. Idea-Man said he could set me up 
with my own podcast. I could stand 
on my soapbox and pontificate to 
my heart's content. Then he could 
rig it to look like I have thousands of 
listeners, when really no one is lis-
tening. “Great!” I said, “It'll be like 
having teenagers all over again!” 

When I was visiting Mr. Idea-Man 
and my daughter at their home in California last fall, we 
went to a dinner party at their friends' house. There were 
three young couples there, and me. Everyone was chatting 
away, several conversations going at once, until I spoke. 
Suddenly everyone else stopped talking, looked at me, 
and listened politely. It was disconcerting. Is this what 
having a podcast would be like? Then it hit me, I later con-

fessed to Daughter and Mr. Idea-Man, that I was being 
respected because of my age! This had not, to my 
knowledge, ever happened before. And while respect is 
great, I really didn't want to be singled out and treated 
differently because of age. I wanted to be a regular 
grownup like everyone else at that table, albeit a much 
older and hopefully wiser one. 

Mr. Idea-Man listened un-patronizingly to my complaint. 
“Maybe you should just make your stories shorter. Some-
times I want to jump in there and cut and edit,” he said, 
making slashing and shortening gestures with his hands. 
(Side-note: Don't ever pray for humbleness. God will send 
someone into your life to help you with that.)  

But the question remains: Do we patronize our elders? It's 
a subject for Party Barge Marj's podcast. I remember my 
Aunt Wilma, who recently passed away at age 99 years 
and 9 days, saying “I look in the mirror and wonder 'Who 
is that gray-haired old woman?' Inside, I haven't 
changed.” 

Maybe this is a glimpse of eternity. No matter what the 
body is doing, the person inside is forever. That's a good 
thought, especially if you like the person inside. But what 
if you don't? Is this who I'm going to be forever? I heard a 
phrase once: “Begin today as you mean to continue.” Do I 
want to be a kinder, gentler forever person? I need to 
begin today. Do I want people to be attracted to God be-
cause of what they see in me? I better think of that today. 
Do I want to stand on my soapbox and tell other people 
how to live? Well, yeah, I kinda do. 

But maybe instead I should make sure Party Barge Marj is 
the spokesperson of my own life, living my forever self 
today. And it won't matter if I have thousands of podcast 
listeners or only one, as long as that one is me, and I'm 
getting the message. This is Party Barge Marj – uncut and 
unedited – over and out! 

Mr. Idea Man 

Did You Know?  

Father Auve recently blessed our marriage at daily Mass.  Father read the words in his book of blessings, which reminded us 

of the precious memories of our wedding day. 

For more information on arranging a similar blessing for a 25th or 50th anniversary, please contact the 

Parish office.  

-Judy & Paul Cleary 



     

Page 4 PARISH OF THE HOLY S PIRIT    

Women’s Group continues important 

ministry after passing of fearless 

leader   

By Judy Cleary 

Last November our parish lost a 

very sweet lady who labored for the 

church unselfishly for many years. 

June Farnkoff would do just about 

anything for the Parish of the Holy 

Spirit and her dedication didn’t stop 

until the day she died.  

 She started the Women’s Group back on May 18, 

1980 which was the first and only organized meeting. 

Instead, she had meetings during the events with 

whoever was working at the time.  She started doing 

the funeral lunches, fall healing Mass lunches and 

yard clean-up lunches. June organized the rummage 

sale, shopping for this and making sure that there 

were lunches for everyone that worked, doing all the 

shopping herself.   

She started a Christmas raffle, taking nicer items 

from the rummage sale donations and then buying a 

special Nativity Set to raffle off.  She would organize 

auctions for special needs using the proceeds from 

the Women’s group, for example kitchen supplies for 

the new kitchen, pruning trees outside, new railing on 

the altar, and new entry carpet as you enter the 

church. She bought an armed chair for Father when 

he says daily Mass, among other things. 

Now the baton has been passed. Shirley Wardrobe 

has graciously agreed to continue this wonderful 

ministry.  Shirley was taught by June for the past 

several years. They would do the shopping together 

making it fun by going to lunch afterwards. Linda 

Rego has agreed to be Shirley’s co-coordinator. 

Shirley says that “I want to continue June’s mission 

for Holy Spirit which is to have all women know 

they belong to the Women’s Group. There is always 

a job for anyone who would like to help. I invite eve-

ry woman who wants to do one event or several 

events to call me, or just show up and offer to help. 

This is a great parish community for helping when 

asked. I look forward to working with all of you.” 

Shirley can be reached at 509-374-1981. 

Spring is a time for spiritual renewal 

 

By Kasia Henderson  

 

Spring is a very beautiful time of 

year. It is the season where baby 

animals are born and flowers start to 

bloom. In spring, the weather finally starts to get better and the sun 

often comes out of its hiding place. 

Spring is also a time that we as a church community can work to-

ward growing in our faith and gaining spiritual renewal together by 

praying for each other, fasting, going to Mass every Sunday, as 

well as volunteering to help out with a church activity, or joining a 

group such as a Bible study, just to name a few ideas.  

I enjoy helping out with various children’s activities at our parish. 

For example I've been blessed with the opportunity to help out with 

preschool religious education in the past, and I really love being 

able to help out with Vacation Bible School most summers despite 

my physical disability.  

I also volunteer at St. Joseph’s Catholic School in both of the kin-

dergarten classes. I have always had a lot of fun doing this and I get 

to help them do a little bit of everything one or two days a week.  

I hope you will consider volunteering, joining a Bible Study or 

participating in another activity to celebrate this season of renewal. 

I know our Lord would appreciate it. 

 

 

The Voice of the Spirit is now online! 
 

Can’t get enough of the Parish newsletter? An ar-

chive of issues dating back more than 10 years is 

now available on Holy Spirit’s website. You can find 

the issues at https://holyspiritkennewick.org. Look 

for the Voice of the Spirit link under the “Parish 

Life” tab. The current issue will also be posted here. 
 

The newsletter is published each spring and fall and 

distributed to all parishioners via mail (and hopefully 

soon, email as well). Content submissions and story 

ideas are accepted year-round, and volunteer writers 

are always welcome! For more information about the 

newsletter or questions on how to submit an article, 

please call or text Dieter Bohrmann at 509-987-3158 

or email dgbohrmann@gmail.com.  

June Farnkoff 

https://holyspiritkennewick.org/
mailto:dgbohrmann@gmail.com


Walking in Jesus’ footsteps on  

Holy Land pilgrimage  
 

By Vanessa Kenning 

In February, I had the 

wonderful experience of 

taking a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land with my mom. 

We traveled with a group 

of nearly 50 with Deacon 

Mikhail Alnajjar (formerly 

of Christ the King Parish, 

now in Gig Harbor) who 

has organized several pil-

grimages to the Holy Land 

over the years and has 

another scheduled for 

March 2020. 

We also had a priest, Fr. 

Steve from the Diocese of 

Spokane, who traveled with 

us and said Mass for us 

daily at various sites we visited. Our local guide, Nader, was a 

Palestinian Orthodox Christian and very knowledgeable about 

the sites and history of the area. 

We were able to see many great sites and have great experi-

ences. For example, Fr. Steve led us in renewing our baptismal 

promises at the Jordan River. We saw ruins from Jericho, 

which claims to be the oldest continuously occupied settlement 

in the world (10,000 years) and which we also remember from 

the Old Testament Battle of Jericho where the Israelites 

marched around it to make the walls fall (Joshua 6-7) and the 

New Testament Story of Zacchaeus the tax collector who 

climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus passing by (Luke 19). 

We had a Mass in the Shepherd’s caves near the fields where 

the shepherds heard the angels tell them the Good News of 

Jesus’ birth. One nice aspect of visiting the Holy Land is that 

rather than the normal daily Mass readings, the readings used 

are related to where you are having Mass. So at the Shepherd’s 

Cave we had a Christmas Mass. Christmas in February! 

Visiting the Church of the Nativity we were able to see and 

touch the 14-point star that marks the place where Jesus was 

born. We also sang Silent Night there as a group! 

A boat ride on the Sea of Galilee brought to mind the many 

events in Jesus’ life associated with that area – Jesus calling 

Peter, Andrew, James and John to be his disciples (Matt 4); 

Jesus walking on the water (Matt 14, Mark 6, John 6); Jesus 

cooking fish on the shore after His resurrection and asking 

Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” (John 21).   

(Continued on page 16) 

by Cecilia Rexus              Scripture for Life Program 
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Parishioners’ Pilgrimages 

Journal entries highlight emotional  

pilgrimage to Medjugorje  
 

 

By Linda Rego 

Monday, March 25, 3 pm: We await the Lufthansa flight to 

Frankfurt. The flight is delayed.  Better have some breakfast. 

Repack, again. Nervous anticipation. I hate long flights. Time 

to read “The Word Among Us” and reflect on the daily read-

ings. Today is the Annunciation of Jesus.  I think it is appropri-

ate that we begin this journey to Our Lady of Medjugorje on the 

day of our Lord’s Annunciation. This is a good sign.  

Finally, the plane leaves Seattle. We fly over the pole. 9–10 

long hours. I watch the map on the airplane’s display as we fly 

over Canada, Greenland, Iceland, Denmark and finally Germa-

ny. As we approach Frankfurt, I see the city of Darmstadt to the 

south. My heart skips a beat. That was my home many years 

ago. Sigh. We meet up with the rest of our pilgrims and go 

through customs in Frankfurt then wend our way to Croatia 

Airlines where we board a much smaller plane for a relatively 

short trip to Split, Croatia. This plane was packed with our 

group of 28 and another group of pilgrims from the Philly area.    

Tuesday, March 26, 5:30 pm: Customs again in Croatia then 

we board a bus for a 3-hour ride to Medjugorje. Halfway there 

we are stopped for another customs check as we entered Bosnia

-Herzegovina. We finally arrive in the village of Medjugorje. 

We learn that we will be staying at the visionary Jakov’s house/

hotel. It is a small hotel, simple but adequate. They assign us 

rooms. Dinner is ready for us. The food is served family style in 

a common dining room. We are famished. We are also exhaust-

ed. I hope we can sleep. The cots are small, another reminder 

that we are spoiled Americans.   

Wednesday, March 27:  We slept fitfully, but this is our first 

full day in Medjugorje. We hit the ground running. Breakfast 

was served at 7:30. Our guide is Miki Musa. Miki gave us a 

short orientation, so we know where the church is and how to 

get there on foot or by taxi. Our hotel is quite a distance away 

from the city center so getting to St. James Church takes some 

time and planning. It is cold, overcast and windy. Many people 

regretted not bringing warmer clothing.   

Seven priests concelebrated today’s morning English-speaking 

Mass at 10 am. The small adoration chapel was packed with 

pilgrims. Miki talked to us about the history of Medjugorje and 

how life was for the simple villagers before the apparitions be-

gan. He also explained the quickness with which floods of peo-

ple came to the village when word got out about the appari-

tions. The Communist leaders also took notice. The villagers 

were harassed and threatened for being Catholic. That was a 

very difficult time in their history. Many people were impris-

oned, and some were killed. Another reminder to appreciate our 

freedom of religious worship.  

(Continued on page 17) 

A modern (1991) church sits 
over the site of a 5th-century 
church in the midst of the ex-
cavation of the town of Caper-
naum from Jesus’ time.  
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Embrace the joy and energy of our 
newest members 

By Cindy Ellis 

The Parish of the Holy Spirit is a community, absolutely. We are 
a close-knit family who laughs and cries together; rejoices and 
mourns together; prays and ponders together. However, are we, 
the Body of Christ, acting as community during our Masses and 

other celebrations? 

Being a community and acting as community are different con-
cepts. A community (noun) is a group of individuals who are 
centered around a common goal, ideal, belief, or location. But to 

act as community denotes a unity, a solidarity of its members.  

Each of us offers the parish unique gifts, prayers, blessings and 
needs. Our people are our greatest asset. Our newly confirmed 
Catholics have willingly, enthusiastically entered our community. 
Have we shown them our unity, our solidarity and support as 
community? Do we celebrate their addition to our faith enthusi-

astically and joyfully? 

We pray that this year’s group of new members, officially con-
firmed at last month’s Easter Vigil, learned some basics from 
RCIA, but also learned that they have much to learn about their 
new Catholic faith. What some may not see is that WE (the rest 
of the Catholic faith community) can learn much about ourselves 

and our faith from our newest members!  

The fire in their hearts and the light of the Holy Spirit in their 
eyes should teach us that while our Catholic faith is an old reli-
gion, that does not mean it is dead. It is still exciting, captivating, 
and so rich that one lifetime is not enough to learn all there is to 
know about the Catholic Church here on earth. Their eagerness 
to learn about our faith, our traditions, and our parish should 

give us hope for the future of our Church. 

The infectious smiles on their newly baptized and confirmed 
faces should teach us that we should be joyful always but espe-
cially joyful when we share our faith. Their “I do” when asked if 
they believe in God, renounce Satan, and share our Baptismal 
vows from the Creed should encourage us all to say “I do” to 
Christ every single day. “I do” love you, “I do” renounce Satan 
and all of his empty promises, “I do” believe that I consume the 
real body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ every 
time I take holy communion, and “I do” want to spread the Good 

News for you. 

If we can get a little spark of energy from our new members, we 

can begin our own internal flame of desire to learn more about 

our wonderful faith, show the world that being Catholic is filled 

with joy and love and renew our promises to God daily. This is 

our Easter gift from our new brothers and sisters in Christ –- will 

you accept it, use it and thank them for it? 

Shining a light on the power of 

prayer groups 

By Judy Cleary 

About a year ago, my husband Paul and I were invit-

ed to join a prayer group at Holy Spirit. We had nev-

er been in one and didn’t quite know what to expect. 

Except to pray! This particular group was started in 

2011 when Dr. Gladson Vaz was very ill. His wife 

Zena invited friends into her home to pray for him, 

and the group has evolved over the years. 

We were pleasantly surprised to discover that this 

prayer experience was much more than prayer. It is 

about camaraderie, fun, laughter, good food and 

cards. Yes, we do pray. We share intentions and say 

the Rosary, among other prayers, and then enjoy a 

wonderful potluck meal. There are about a dozen 

people in this group, which is about the maximum 

number for ease of organization and participation.  

It’s easy and enriching to form a prayer group. It can 

be as small or as large as you like, but it’s best to 

hold the meetings in members’ homes to make it 

more personal. Group members can take turns host-

ing the meetings, and everyone contributes to the 

meal. Think about forming your own prayer group. 

The time spent in prayer and fellowship is both fun 

and fulfilling! 

 

Holy Spirit prayer groups embrace our need for fellowship, 

fun and food — and still find time for prayer. 

Photo courtesy Judy Cleary 



Camp Breakaway bunks 
down in new location this 
summer -- don’t miss it!  

Registration is officially open for Camp Breaka-
way! Dates for Breakaway 2019 are July 29-
August 2, and the location is Camp Wooten 

State Park in Pomeroy.   

Last year we were literally bursting at the seams, 
so we are excited for our new location. In addi-
tion to more beds and showers, there is an in-
door pool, a nearby lake, and lots of outdoor 
recreation area! All fall 2019 incoming 6th, 7th, 

8th, and 9th graders are welcome!   

Campers do not have to be from Holy Spirit. In fact, that’s part of the fun of camp – meeting new people, and forming lifetime friendships! Cost is 

$150 if paid by June 30, and $175 per camper after June 30. Call the office or check the Holy Spirit website for registration information.   

If you are a certified lifeguard, and would be interested in helping at Camp Breakaway, please call the parish office. All volunteers must complete a 

background check and comply with diocesan safe environment requirements. 

 

 

Retreat prepares children and parents for First Communion  
As part of preparation for First Communion, parents and children attend a wonderful retreat together. Through storytelling, banner making, 

and a number of interactive experiences, the retreat invites parents and children to explore themes of belonging, sharing a meal, and serving 

others -- themes that are central to our understanding of Eucharist.   

Our retreat was held on Palm Sunday, and Deacon Ken also gave the families a tour of the church.  
  

We welcomed Anthony Barrington, James Christensen, Kyle 

DeGuia, Brielle Henderson, Jacob Hilker, Liliana Iniguez, Emily 

Olsen, Scarlett Reddinger, Kennedy Stewart, Gabriel Tashea, Elsa 

Torres-Evangelista, and Toren Woodhouse to the Table of the Lord 

through First Communion on April 27, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos courtesy Pat Moore) 
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by Pat Moore                        Youth Events   

Holy Spirit’s  

First Communion Class of 

2019. 

Parents and children preparing for First Communion attended a retreat on Palm Sunday. 

Camp Breakaway is being held July 29 to Aug. 2 at Camp Wooten State Park.  

Photo courtesy Pat Moore 



Book Review               by Theresa Barnaby 
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A Biblical Walk through the 

Mass: Understanding What We 

Say And Do In The Liturgy -  

Dr. Edward Sri 
 

Step-by-step guide details 

why we do what we do 
 

As a Catholic, the Mass is at the 

very heart of our faith. We know 

how and when to respond during 

Mass. We know when to bow our 

heads, when to clasp our hands, and when to recite the prayers. 

But do we really know WHY we do all this? 

In A Biblical Walk through the Mass, Dr. Edward Sri walks us 

through the entire Mass. He begins with the sign of the cross at 

the beginning of Mass, and ends with the final blessing and 

dismissal. He shows us the whys of everything we say and do 

during Mass, and shows through references to specific scrip-

tures how everything we do can be directly connected to the 

Bible. 

He begins with the foundations. What is the Mass? He talks 

about three aspects of the Eucharist that are essential to under-

standing the Mass. The Eucharist as the memorial of Christ’s 

sacrifice on the cross, the Eucharist as the real presence of Je-

sus, and the Eucharist as holy communion with the Lord. 

From there, he takes the reader word by word, gesture by ges-

ture through the entire Mass – giving biblical connections to 

everything we do. It’s a fascinating journey and brings home 

quite powerfully that our faith at its core has remained true and 

unchanged for thousands of years. It’s an awesome thing in-

deed to realize that generations and generations of Catholics 

have celebrated Mass just as we do now. 

One thing I’ve noticed for myself, is that with a deeper under-

standing of why we do what we do and say what we say during 

Mass, I am so much more present and focused on the Mass. I 

try not to let myself be distracted by the next piece of music 

coming up, or how I just botched that line in the responsorial 

Psalm, but really focus on the prayers that we are saying to-

gether as a community. 

There is so much to understand about our Mass. This book is 

fascinating, easy to read, and broken up into shorter sections 

which makes it easy to pick up and digest bit by bit. It would be 

an excellent book to give to someone who is curious about the 

Mass and wants a clear and concise introduction to the Mass. If 

you are interested, there is a short lesson course using this book 

through Ascension Press (https://ascensionpress.com) that is 

available for purchase.  

Mass Musings - Deacon Ken Ellis 

Why drink from the cup? 

 Receiving the sacrament of Holy Eucharist from the cup is not required. But receiving the 
Blood of Christ is a fuller sign of the mystery that we are celebrating. 

In the early Church (first 1,000 years), receiving under only one form was an exception for 
infants, the sick and dying. Moving the cup from the laity started gradually during the second 
millennium. It was felt that there was less chance of the blood being spilled if it was kept to 
the ordained clergy, plus they wanted to counteract the view that you needed to receive 
both forms to receive the whole of Christ. 

Today’s opportunity to receive under both forms lets us equally honor the two invitations 
Jesus gave us to “eat my body and drink my blood”. Receiving from the cup is a heightened 

liturgical experience of sacrifice, covenant, unity and sacred banquet. 

In the gospels, drinking from the cup is a sign of courageous discipleship. “Can you drink the cup that I will drink?" Je-
sus challenges. In the Garden of Gethsemane the same image expresses the ordeal awaiting Jesus. Not surprisingly, 
then, Communion from the cup implied for the early Christians an openness to martyrdom, a willingness to lay down 
one's life. 

If the Eucharist is the renewal of our covenant relationship, it is the cup that explicitly conveys this. In biblical accounts 
of the first Eucharist, and in our recollection at every Mass, each invitation to the chalice includes a reference to cove-
nant. Our sacramental participation in the new covenant is most clearly expressed by sharing in the cup because -- as 
Hebrews 9 reminds us -- blood is a central sign of covenant. 

https://ascensionpress.com


WANTED: Energetic, service-minded woman to lead Moms & 

Friends Ministry. Flexible hours. On-the-job training provided. 

No experience necessary. There is no salary for this volunteer 

position, but your reward in Heaven will be great! For more 

information, contact Megan at 509-859-2731. 

 

Intrigued by this service opportunity? Current chair Megan De-

marest shares more on this important support group: 

 

Voice of the Spirit: What is the purpose and mission of the 

Moms & Friends Ministry? 

Megan Demarest: Moms & Friends is a group of moms with 

children who come together to pray, support each other, enjoy 

occasional group park dates and Moms Nights Out, represent the 

parish and participate in charitable causes within the community. 

We set up Meal Trains for new and expectant mothers or those 

experiencing family emergencies. We put on the annual Easter 

egg hunt at the parish, and the group has adopted a Christmas 

family each year. 

 

VOS: What are your primary responsibilities as chair of the 

ministry? 

MD: Communications within the group, which includes check-

ing email and Facebook accounts as well as inserting bulletin 

announcements when needed. I also organize arrangements with 

the Christmas family we adopt each year and coordinate some 

Moms Night Outs as well as the Easter egg hunt. 

VOS: How long have you been chair, and what does this minis-

try mean to you? 

MD: Going on two years. When my husband and I moved here 

11 years ago this ministry was a life saver for me. I had two 

young children with no local family, plus moving to the desert 

from NW Oregon was a little depressing (now I love it!) I have 

met the most important people in my life through this ministry 

and have received the support and love to carry on through good 

times as well as the difficult times in my life. My husband calls 

this ministry of motherhood a honing tool, where we gather to 

sharpen our faith, devotion, and love for each other, our commu-

nity and our world! 

 

VOS: What has been the greatest joy or reward in leading this 

ministry? Challenges? 

MD: The joy is sharing motherhood and my faith with these 

wonderful women and watching our children grow and form 

their own relationships. The challenge is the season of the 

“soccer mom” when the children become involved in after-

school activities/sports, life can get rather busy which makes 

chairing a ministry a little challenging. 

 

 

 

VOS: What does your transition plan look like as you prepare to 

step down as chair?  

MD: I am hoping to pass the torch before next spring when I 

register my fourth (and youngest) child for kindergarten. I would 

like to “hire” a co-chair this year to help teach this ministry be-

fore handing it over. 

 

VOS: How often does the group meet? 

MD: Monthly for a Moms Night Out, and sometimes weekly 

playdates are scheduled as well.  

 

VOS: How long 

has Holy Spirit had 

this ministry? What 

is the history? 

MD: I asked some 

awesome alumni 

this question, and 

this is what I gath-

ered: The church 

was young; it was 

1982 when the 

“Mothers Club” 

originated. It was later changed to Moms and Friends because 

we were Moms, and we were Friends, and some were friends of 

moms. Today, 37 years later, it continues to be a great way to 

meet other young women in the parish and share prayer, laugh-

ter, fellowship, and mom notes on how to raise our little ones.  

 

VOS: Is the ministry tailored to new moms? 

(Continued on page 10) 

  Ministry Spotlight 
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Moms & Friends seeks new leadership 

Moms & Friends members gather for food, fun and fellow-

ship during monthly Moms Nights Out events.  

Moms Night out 
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Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School 
 

St. Joseph School            11,700.00 
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul     12,374.92 
Catholic Family & Child Services (Prepares)         1,500.00 
Tri-Cities Food Bank               1,500.00 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students        1,500.00 
               

Out of Our Area Charities 
 

Catholic Relief Services                $1,250.00 
Catholic Charites, U.S.A              5,966.12 
Red Cloud Indian School           500,00 
St. Labre Indian School               250.00 
St. Thomas More Church        4,141.65 
Cross Catholic Outreach        6,653.71 

     Grand Total            $47,336.40  

 
 

Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul 
Disbursements from October 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019 
 

 

Total number of calls to the helpline:  334* 
*Of the many calls made to our helpline some clients are in an-
other SVdP Conference’s area, others we are unable to ever 
reach despite our best efforts or some owe sums beyond our 
means., etc.  Sometimes our help is in the form of referrals and 
prayer. 
 

Total number of households helped financially:  74 
 

Total disbursement  to help people in need:      $7913.75  

Expenditures for Hope Bags* and single ride bus tickets:   360.74 
* Hope bags are a gift we take on initial home visits with clients 
which contain a dozen toiletry and household items not covered 
by food stamps. 
    
     

Plus the Special Collections:   
October 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019 
 

Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa          $ 161.25 

Black and Indian Missions          200.00 
Catholic Human Development              156.25 
Catholic Home Missions                156.25 
Catholic Charities Christmas Collection          12,732.84 
Catholic Communication Campaign     1,003.00 
Catholic Relief Services        1,720.00 
Peters Pence              656.25 
Military Services Collection        1,147.00 
Operations Rice Bowl           534.30 
National Retired Religious Collections/Diocesan Hermit   1,182.00 
World Mission Sunday             2,709.25 
Yakima Retired Priests                         2,562.50 

   Total                   $24,920.89 

HOLY SPIRIT CHARITABLE  

DONATIONS  

TITHING PROGRAM  
OCTOBER 1, 2018 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2019 

MD: Yes! Just last year we 

started celebrating new ba-

bies in January with a shower 

for the moms that gave birth 

the previous year. Babies are 

always welcome (and loved 

on) at Moms Night Outs, 

park dates, and any other 

ministry functions. 

 

VOS: Can members bring 

their kids to meetings and 

events? 

MD: Moms Night Outs are 

meant for the moms (and nurs-

ing babies as presented above). Bring the kids to Mommy 

& Me meetings, the parish Easter egg hunt, and park play 

dates for lots of fun! 

Feeling called to learn more about supporting this im-

portant ministry? Please contact Megan at 509-859-2731 

or demarestfam@aol.com.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Moms 

Night Out – 

Ugly 

Sweater 

Contest 

Moms and Friends 

Pool Park Date 

Moms Night Out 

Poker Night 

Moms Night Out -Campfire Ring 

Moms and Friends 



Deaths 
October 1, 2018  through  March 31, 2019 

 Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   

May they rest in peace. 

MAY 2019 Page 11 

Sacraments         
Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into the 

Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from  October 1, 

2018 through March 31, 2019. 

 

Fisher Steven Marty 

Emilia May Pang 

Harris Fritts Jones 

Kolbe James Weis 

Ashton Go Stultz 
Frances Y. Bennett 

June Alaska Farnkoff 

James Lawrence Skoog 

Mary Lou Arent 

Rita Agatha Eide 

Richard Lunzer 

Urele Adrien Nault 

Beverly Jean Mitchell 

Alice M. Harris 

First Holy Communion 

April 27, 2019 

Anthony Barrington  

James Christensen 

Kyle DeGuia 

Brielle Henderson 

Jacob Hilker 

Liliana Iniguez 

Emily Olsen 

Scarlett Reddinger 

Kennedy Stewart 

Gabriel Tashea 

Elsa Torres-Evangelista 

Toren Woodhouse 

RCIA  

Easter Vigil, April 20, 2019 

We rejoice with those who were welcomed into the Catholic Church  

through the RCIA program  

   Laura Blomberg   Jeff Faries 

   Dale Heaston    Barbara Pointe 

Confirmation  May 5, 2019 

Ethan Dorow 
Grace Thomas 
Jordan Ly 
Sarah Lemmon 
Caleb Olivier 
Abigail Kelly 
Tyler Jilek 
Cody Nagle 

Basil Jordan Martin 
Jacob Bambock 
Conner Howard 
Natalie James 
Austin Hayward 
Martin Nuxoll 
Liam Bachelor 
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By Robin Rego 
 

There were 28 of us (mostly from the Tri-Cities) who recently 

went on a 10-day pilgrimage to Medjugorje and Rome with Fr. 

Richard Sedlacek. We spent the first week in Medjugorje and 

the final few days in Rome visiting St. Peter’s Basilica and other 

major churches. We were astounded by the history, vintage, 

beauty and size of all the churches, especially St. Peter’s, which 

holds 20,000 people and another 60,000 in the Square outside. 

We enjoyed the weekly audience with the Pope and a visit to the 

Sistine Chapel.  A memorable day was when Fr. Richard was 

able to celebrate Mass at the altar of Pope St. John Paul II whose 

tomb was beneath us. 

During the pilgrimage, we took a unique side trip to the nearby 

village of Gradnici in Citluk, about 20 minutes from Medjugor-

je. 

The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Assembly of Holy 

Spirit Parish buys chalices for deceased Knights and has their 

names engraved on the base of each chalice. These chalices are 

then donated to parishes in their memory. We chose to take two 

chalices that memorialized our late brother Knights, Bill and 

John Zilar. 

Our guide, Miki Musa, arranged for transportation to take all of 

us to St. Blaise church in Gradnici on Sunday, March 31. The 

morning Mass was packed with local Croatian pilgrims. Fr. 

Richard concelebrated the Mass with the local Franciscan pastor, 

Fr. Nicola Rosancic. At the end of Mass, Fr. Nicola explained 

what was going to happen next. 

At that point, Sir Knight Hank Ogryzek and I, in our full dress 

Fourth Degree Color Guard uniforms, slowly walked to the front 

of the church where Fr. Nicola and our guide, Miki, met us. 

Then Hank explained the purpose of the presentation and the 

need to honor the memory of Brothers Bill and John Zilar. Miki 

communicated the message in Croatian. We tipped the chalices 

to show the engraved names of both Knights. We then presented 

each chalice to Fr. Nicola, and Hank was asked to address the 

congregation from the pulpit. He talked about the Knights of 

Columbus and the significance of this presentation. Miki then 

translated that to Croatian, and the audience applauded. 

Following Mass, Fr. Nicola gave us a tour of the old church 

across the parking lot. Next to it, he showed us a museum which 

had artifacts of how people lived a few centuries back, including 

classrooms, library and living quarters for visiting clergy. Below 

that was the oldest operating winery in the country. It also stored 

barrels of wine. Villagers used to grow tobacco, but now they 

grow grapes. Yes, we were in wine country! We were then invit-

ed to sample the local wines, which were served with cheese, 

meats, breads, stuffed pasties and a local brandy. A good time 

was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy Robin Rego 

 

This was one of the highlights of our pilgrimage, and it was a 

real honor to be able to recognize the memory of our Brother 

Knights, Bill and John Zilar in such a unique way. May their 

souls rest in peace! 

 

Holy Spirit Knights Hank Ogryzek, left, and Robin Rego present 

chalices  engraved with the names of deceased Knights Bill and 

John Zilar to Fr. Nicola Rosancic. The presentation was part of a 

special ceremony during a recent pilgrimage to Medjugorje. 

Knights Hank Ogryzek and Robin Rego in full dress 

Fourth Degree Color Guard uniforms. 

Special chalice presentation honors  

memory of deceased Knights  
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By Joe Bliss 

In 2012, I had the incredible opportunity to lead a group of 
high school kids on a Catholic Heart Workcamp in Rock-
ford, IL. Over the course of one week, I joined those kids in 
serving others -- we painted, we weeded, we lifted, we 
moved, and we cleaned. When we weren’t working, we 
were celebrating our Catholic faith. For that week, it 
seemed as if I was trapped in a bubble of goodness. I was 
surrounded by a spirit of giving, a spirit of joy, a spirit of 
selflessness. I lived in a world that turned because of grace 
and not in spite of it. I lived in a world we don’t see 
enough of, the world as it could and should be. 

During our week in Rockford, we had a chance to listen to 
the vibrant and powerful preaching of Fr. Geoff Rose. He is 
an amazing priest and a powerful preacher. Over the 
course of the week, Fr. Geoff introduced all of us to five 
absolute truths. They are truths, he explained, that each of 
us must strive to embrace. They are life-changing truths, 
the kind that don’t allow a person to walk away un-
changed. And if you don’t examine them closely in the 
light of the Holy Spirit, you could find them to be terribly 
depressing. If you don’t embrace these truths, you will fall 
victim to them. I would be doing a disservice if I didn’t 
share the truths Fr. Geoff shared with us seven years ago. 
So here they are: 

Life is hard – Life wasn’t meant to be easy. It truly is that 
simple. Each of us is called to the service of others, to the 
least of those among us. Service is not an easy thing; it’s 
not meant to be. Imagine life if you were able to embrace 
difficulty rather than fight against it. When life is hard, em-
brace it. When life is easy, prepare yourself. We are here 
to work for the sake of the Kingdom. We are the hands of 
Christ in this world. We cannot be the hands of Christ 
without knowing the nails. It’s going to be hard work be-
cause it’s supposed to be. If we can embrace that, we’ll 
accomplish the difficulties of our lives with a sense of pur-
pose and a smile. Embrace it. 

You are not that important – That isn’t a misprint, it’s the 
truth. You really aren’t that important. Each and every 
human being on this planet is equally important to God. 
No one can sneak past that truth. Trouble strikes when we 
believe ourselves to be more important than another. 
Think about it: poverty, abuse, neglect, war. The terrible 

afflictions of this world are all a result of someone believ-
ing they are more important than another. You are im-
portant, but you aren’t that important. If we can embrace 
this truth, we will see everyone around us in a different 
light, a holier light, in the light of the Spirit. Only then is it 
easier to serve, easier to love, and so much harder to 
judge. 

Your life isn’t about you – Imagine the difference in your 
life if you embraced the immensity of this truth. If your life 
isn’t about you, you’ll be able to reach out selflessly to 
others and to do it with joy. Others are what your life is 
about, they are your purpose. Instead of serving your 
wants, serve their needs. In every action and every mo-
ment, remember that your life isn’t about you. Embrace 
this truth and watch the selfishness in your life dwindle 
and die away. 

You are not in control – So often, our desire is to control 
everything. We want to be the master of our own path, to 
follow our own will. The search for control is like an addic-
tion, there is never enough to satisfy. As Fr. Geoff said, 
“Stop trying.” The Author of Life, the One who grants eve-
ry breath we take, is in absolute control. His desire is the 
only path we should yearn to travel. Embrace this truth 
and you can do nothing but trust in God. Trust in the truth. 

You are going to die – No one questions the fact that each 
of us will one day lose the earthly lives we have been giv-
en. But death goes beyond that. During our lives we will 
experience unfulfilled desires, lost hopes, and broken 
dreams. We must allow these things to die, to accept the 
moments in life when God’s plan looks nothing like our 
own. Die to yourself, grieve your loss, and know that God 
will fill every emptiness left behind. For every death in our 
lives, there can be a resurrection. You are going to die. 
Only when we embrace that truth, that death in our lives, 
can we truly let the resurrection in. Trust in God, and have 
faith in your ability to rise. 

Life is hard. You’re not that important. Your life isn’t about 
you. You’re not in control. You are going to die. How beau-
tiful could our lives be if we truly believed? Father Geoff 
challenged us to live these five truths that week and every 
day beyond. And each day he gave us a challenge. The 
words still ring in my ears -- “Just try to out give God,” he 
said. “I dare you.” 

5 Truths  
Powerful realities that can change your life 
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Holy Spirit’s Joyful Noise 
Choir 

Holy Spirit’s  

Appreciation Dinner 

Holy Spirit’s 
Alms Dinner 

Photos courtesy Wynona Vaz 
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  By Roger Willis, Grand Knight      Knights of Columbus 

Support for victims of Camp Fire, Lenten retreat  

among highlights of recent activities  

The Knights of Columbus was founded on Feb. 6, 1882 by Father 
Michael McGivney at St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Connecti-
cut. The Order was founded to respond to the needs of immi-
grant families, primarily Irish, suffering from the death of a fami-
ly’s breadwinner. From that humble beginning in a church base-
ment 137 years ago the Knights of Columbus has grown to a fra-
ternal organization of over 1.9 million members in 17 countries 
and territories. The Order is still true to its founding principles of 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity. In 2017 the Knights of Columbus 
donated over $185 million and 75 million service hours to chari-
table causes worldwide. 

Holy Spirit Council was formed about 28 years ago. Currently we 
have 190 members. Our council is dedicated to helping the less 
fortunate among us through the Corporal Works of Mercy, found 
in Matthew 25:31-46. 

Some recent examples are: 

"Coats for Kids" is a national program offered through the 
Knights of Columbus. Holy Spirit Council gave 240 coats to needy 
youth in our community by partnering with Catholic Charities, St. 
Joseph's School and the Kennewick School District. We financial-
ly support Catholic Education with gifts of over $4,000 to St. Jo-
seph’s School this school year. 

Our council supports the Jail Ministry through the work of mem-
bers and their families. Some members go into the jail weekly to 
teach inmates. Our council was the largest source of funds for 
the Prisoner Christmas Gift program. Members and their families 
assembled Christmas gifts for over 800 inmates in Benton and 
Franklin Counties. Many inmates say it's the only Christmas gift 
they receive. 

We held an Alms Dinner on Saturday, March 16 which was open 
to everyone. We had three specific charities to donate to: Parish 
Youth programs received $1,506; the Tri-City Food Bank, $1,885; 
and the victims of the Camp Fire in Paradise, California, had 
$2,410 donated. This amount plus $4,150 we sent to Paradise 
around Christmas totals $6,560 we’ve donated this year to Para-
dise Council, which is leading the effort to get 700 families of St. 
Thomas More Parish back on their feet. As their Grand Knight 
Jim Collins said, “There’s no quick fix!” 

Our council sponsors two Men’s Groups for prayer and scripture 
study. These groups are open to all men; they don’t have to be 
Knights or Catholic. Both groups meet in the Parish Community 
Center, one on Thursday evenings and the other on Friday morn-
ings. Of course, people can study on their own, but being part of 
a group discussion provides new perspectives, and hopefully 

new friends. The meetings are followed with snacks and just 
visiting among the members. As you may well assume, a variety 
of topics will probably be discussed. I have heard it said that lack 
of social contact among men is more dangerous to their health 
than being overweight or lack of exercise. These groups also 
address our need for community and fraternity. If you would like 
to join either of these groups, just send me an e-mail and I can 
provide more details. 

This year on the 5th Saturday of Lent, April 6, our council spon-
sored a Lenten Retreat. Father Dan Steele from Christ the King 
led the retreat on the topic “The Lord’s Prayer.” The retreat was 
open to everyone. Knights of Columbus is first and foremost a 
Catholic organization. Sustaining and nurturing the faith of our 
members and society in general is a very important goal. 

These are just a few of the things we do, but I hope it gives you 
an idea of some of the activities of our council. Please call or 
email (509-531-5770; willis347@gmail.com) if I can provide you 
with any further information. Remember, just like the Marine 
Corps, we’re always looking for “a few more good men.” 

The Friday morning men's group is one of two 
prayer and fellowship groups sponsored by Holy 
Spirit’s Knight of Columbus council. The group is 
open to all men -- no requirements to be a Knight, 
or even Catholic.  

Photo courtesy Roger Willis  

mailto:willis347@gmail.com
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The highlight of the trip was the last day before we flew home. We got up early to pray the Stations of the Cross in Jerusalem on our 

way to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. We had the rare privilege of having Mass right outside the tomb of Jesus. The local monks 

chanted the Mass songs and afterwards we were able to go in a few at a time to kneel before the location of Jesus’ tomb.  

We saw many other wonderful sites besides those mentioned above – ruins of Capernaum where St. Peter lived, the Garden of Geth-

semane, Bethany where Lazarus and Mary and Martha lived, the house of Caiaphas where Jesus was held after his arrest, the West-

ern (Wailing) Wall remaining from the Jewish Temple and more.  It was truly a wonderful experience.  

And though for most of the sites, there is not 100 percent certainty of the exact locations of the events memorialized there, that 

doesn’t really end up mattering, because you know you walked where Jesus lived and you can picture many of the biblical events 

more clearly having seen first-hand where they took 

place. A wonderful way to know Jesus better!  

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
Holy Land 

14-point star marking the place of 

Jesus’ birth. The Jordan River 

Voice of the Spirit volunteer editors: Dieter Bohrmann, Marjie Sloon and Erica Hohl. Special thanks to contributors for our 
spring issue: Fr. Auve, Theresa Barnaby, Cindy Ellis, Deacon Ken Ellis, Joe Bliss, Judy Cleary, Robin and Linda Rego, 
Vanessa Kenning, Roger Willis, Kasia Henderson, Pat Moore, Megan Demarest, Tom Hofmann, Wynona Vaz and 
Debbie Forgette. Voice  of the Spirit is published each spring and fall and distributed to parishioners. The newslet-
ter is also available on Holy Spirit’s website, https://holyspiritkennewick.org. Articles, photos and story ideas are 

always welcome! If you would like to help, please contact Dieter at 509-987-3158 or dgbohrmann@gmail.com. 

Couples on the pilgrimage pose for a photo after renewing their wedding vows at the Wedding Church in Cana.  

Photos courtesy of 

Vanessa Kenning 

https://holyspiritkennewick.org/
mailto:dgbohrmann@gmail.com
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We returned to the hotel for lunch at 1:30. This evening we made time for reconcilia-

tion, but we had to search to find an English-speaking priest in one of the many out-

door confessionals.  Evening mass was at 7. St. James was packed, really packed! 

The mass was celebrated in the Croatian language, so we couldn’t understand any-

thing. Not being able to see anything made it even more difficult to appreciate. But 

the music was mellifluous. After mass we met with our fellow pilgrims at Columbo’s 

for dinner then taxied back to the hotel. Tomorrow Apparition Hill! 

Thursday, March 28: First mass, then we gather to climb Apparition Hill at 11:30. I 

am wondering if I am ready for this. I have to try. I brought with me a list of people 

to pray for. I needed to bring “them” with me up to the top of the hill. Robin held my 

hand and helped me up and over rocks for the first two stops where we prayed a dec-

ade of the rosary at each rest stop. Still I was slow and slowing others down. This 

was hard.  I was beginning to wonder how I could possibly do this?  

The rocks were big and sharp and very jagged and unending! But I had to remember 

that Our Lady was up there waiting for me to bring these petitions. I had made a 

promise to do this. I couldn’t give up – but those rocks! They were so daunting! The 

devil likes to remind us of our weaknesses! This certainly was an easy task for him! 

Easy to feel my physical weakness and pain.  

“You can stop now,” he kept saying. “You don’t have to go on,” he said. Oh, it 

would have been so easy to give into that temptation and just sit down and wait for 

the others to go on without me. I was slowing them down after all. Then tall Miki 

suddenly appeared and took my arm under his and literally lifted me up and over the 

boulders with my feet barely touching the ground. I was flying – sort of. Robin and 

Miki helped me get to the 

top. I was not alone. Hank 

and Adele Ogryzek were 

already up there praying 

with the rest of our pilgrims 

when I crested the hill. It 

was an incredible accom-

plishment for me. Thank 

you, Jesus!  

After resting and praying 

with my petitions where Our Lady appeared at the top of the hill and experi-

encing such peace in this lovely spot overlooking the village, we made our 

descent. This was almost as grueling as the accent, because I knew that at 

any time I could twist an ankle or fall on the jaggedly sharp boulders. But 

we all made it up and down safely.  

At the bottom of the hill Robin and I sat on a bench by the Blue Cross and 

pondered our experience. I suddenly uncontrollably sobbed when I realized 

what we had done. It was a euphoric feeling. I feel my personal pilgrimage 

is complete.  

(Apparition Hill is approximately 1,500 feet elevation. The trail is approxi-

mately 1.5 miles of switchbacks. The up and down climb took 3 hours.)  

 

 

 

Photos courtesy Linda Rego 

(Continued from page 5) 

Climbing hill: Getting to the top of Ap-

parition Hill requires a challenging 1.5-

mile trek over unforgiving terrain.  

Our Lady: Our Lady of Medjugorje greets pilgrims at the top 

of Apparition Hill. 

Medjugorje  



May 27: Memorial Day – Office Closed 

June 2: Graduates Luncheon (3:00 p.m.), Graduates Honored (5:00 p.m. Mass) 

June 8: Knights of Columbus sponsored Blood Drive 

June 16: Father’s Day Breakfast 

June 24-28: Vacation Bible School 

July 29 - August 2: Camp Breakaway 

August 4: Parish Picnic 

September 2: Labor Day – Office Closed 

September 28: Knights of Columbus sponsored Blood Drive 

Upcoming Events 
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