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On December 1 this year, one liturgical year 

ends and a new one starts. In the church calen-

dar we relive the saving events of the life of 

Jesus. He saved us by His life, death, resurrec-

tion, ascension to heaven and the sending of the 

Holy Spirit to remain with us. 

On the Sundays in late November and early 

December, we will reflect on the return of Jesus 

as judge at the end of time. The year is ending 

for the church. Judgment is an event each of us 

must face and prepare for if we are wise. These 

Sundays will be a time to reflect on our lives 

and ask how well we are prepared to face the 

great Judge. What would He find in our lives 

that pleases Him or displeases Him? Advent 

begins on Sunday, December 2, and we will 

celebrate the generous, merciful forgiveness of 

the Lord in a Penance Service here at Holy 

Spirit on Monday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

Later in the Advent season, the Church begins 

preparation for the celebration of the birth of 

Jesus, but the stores have long been focused on 

His birth in Bethlehem. It’s the time to make 

big money, after all. Let’s stay in tune with the 

Church’s timing as much as possible. 

Christmas is too powerful an event to celebrate 

for just one or two days. We have a whole sea-

son for that. The season runs from Christmas 

Eve to the feast of the Baptism of Jesus (by 

John the Baptist) on January 13, 2019. Besides 

celebrating the birth of Jesus, we will honor 

Him on the feast of the Epiphany (Sunday, Jan-

uary 6) with the arrival of the three wise men. 

There will be two Masses on Christmas Eve 

and one Mass on Christmas Day.  

The Son of God comes into our world as a tiny 

baby. He wants our love. May our love for Him 

grow immensely all through these wonderful 

days. 

If you are not a regular at our Masses on Satur-

day evenings or Sundays, I hope you will be 

with us throughout this happy season, and then 

become a regular! You would be most wel-

come. 

     ~Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 

Beginning of new liturgical year a wonderful time for 
reflection and celebration 



One Couple’s Journey                        By Delicia and Greg Olsen 
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This is mostly from my (Delicia’s) perspective, but Greg ap-
proves! 

Greg and I started dating in 2003. We got along immedi-
ately and quickly became a couple. I was young, 19, and he 
was 27 and had two children, so our lives were very differ-
ent but we wanted to be together. It worked somehow. 
Neither of us at the time were religious or attended church 
regularly. And neither did we grow up in religious house-
holds.  

Throughout the years of dating, and 
after we married, I guess you could 
say I was more interested in becoming 
affiliated with a church, although I 
had no idea which direction that 
meant. Growing up, I had distant fam-
ily that was very religious, and on 
summer breaks I would visit them 
sometimes. Maybe this is where my 
first encounter with God, and my life-
long longing for him, started, I’m not 
sure.  

Anyway, over the years I would try 
attending one church, and then an-
other. Christian churches, different 
denominations. I never attended them 
for very long. I would go to services 
and want so badly to feel … some-
thing. I didn’t know what I was look-
ing for. Usually, I felt out of place and 
awkward. Greg never attended with 
me, but he encouraged me to go if it 
could make me happy. It never really 
did. I thought about God a lot, 
though, despite my lack of regular 
church attendance. 

After we had our daughter, my sense 
of necessity for a religious home be-
came stronger. I knew that it was im-
portant for her to have regular exposure to God and his 
word, but I didn’t know what to do. I started taking her to 
Bethel in Richland every Sunday, and I would attend the 
service while she went to daycare. I did enjoy the services 
there, although I felt deep down that something wasn’t 
right; she should be attending with me. It seemed normal 
that all the young kids would go to daycare though, so I 
didn’t bring her. Eventually, we stopped going.  

I started attending Parish of the Holy Spirit in 2013 when 
Emily was 2 years old. I remember the first Mass, and won-
dering what it would be like. I always had the impression 
that Catholic Masses were hours long and very boring. I 
was surprised that it was only an hour. That’s the first im-
pression that I had: surprise.  

One of my co-workers was a parishioner there; she and I 
had been listening to EWTN on our lunch breaks prior to 
my coming to Mass for the first time, and she would an-
swer questions that I had about the Catholic faith. She was 
very passionate about it, and I could tell that she loved the 

church. I started bringing Emily on a regular basis. The 
Mass, the complete simple focus on Jesus Christ alone kept 
me coming back week after week. My co-worker eventually 
became my sponsor when I started RCIA and went through 
the program. 

I found out that I wouldn’t be able to be baptized during 
the coming Easter because of a prior marriage of Greg’s 
before our own. I figured the process of annulment would 

be quick and easy, and I would be bap-
tized within the year. I was wrong; I didn’t 
realize how drawn out it could be. Greg 
obliged me during this time, filling out all 
the necessary paperwork and contacting 
witnesses, but it was all for me. He wasn’t 
interested in joining the church. 

Three years later, I was baptized. During 
those three years, however, Greg’s and my 
marriage had gone through very serious 
trouble, almost ending in divorce. We 
both realized we never really learned what 
marriage was about or coping skills for 
difficult times. It took some major events 
for us to realize just how sinful we both 
were, and to realize that we could lose the 
best thing in our lives because of it: our 
marriage.  

This realization was Greg’s eye opener: he 
needed God. He couldn’t do it all by him-
self. He started attending Mass with Emily 
and me every week. He began RCIA and 
completed the program, and was baptized 
into the church just this last Easter.  

It is amazing to me to write this all down. 

I never have, but reading back through it, 

I see God’s hand in our lives. We are so 

thankful for the Catholic Church, our Par-

ish and Father Auve. Thanks for giving us 

the opportunity to tell our story! 

God’s hand helps couple navigate tough times 

The Olsen family (Delicia, Greg and Emily)  
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Waiting 
“For a child is born to us, a son is given us ...” Isaiah 9:5 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” Jeremiah 1:5 

 

Waiting for baby. 

I’ve done that a lot in my life. First I waited … and 

waited … impatiently for God to see fit to send us a 

pregnancy. Then, because I prayed so much to be 

pregnant, God let me be preggers for … ever. Don’t let 

anyone tell you God doesn’t have a sense of humor. 

Finally, after 2 weeks past my due date, baby arrived! 

But not until I’d been in labor for 36 hours. (That kid 

is still habitually late.) But the joy was worth the wait 

and I came to believe that God’s timing is perfect. 

Fast forward many, many years, and two children and 

two grandchildren, I’m waiting again. This time for 

grandchild number three. Because of the distance be-

tween where we live, I had to fly to get here, instead 

of driving when the time came as I did with my other 

daughter’s babies. So we had to pick a date, and set-

tled on four days before her due date … which has 

now come and gone. 

New moms are always warned not to count on having 

the baby by the due date. But psychologically they do 

anyway. The days past the Magic Date drag on un-

mercifully slow, all the while New Mom begins expe-

riencing what I fondly call “The Beached Whale Ef-

fect”. It’s a real thing. Her feet are puffy, she can’t tie 

her shoes and her idea of a good time is lethargically 

rolling over on the couch. 

As Grandma, waiting to be a fount of maternal wis-

dom to New Mom, I wait too. I do the dishes. I do the 

laundry. I vacuum. I do not cook. (Hey, no one’s per-

fect.) 

I settle into the waiting, knowing that this will not go 

on forever. My young son-in-law, first time dad, 

watches his extremely pregnant wife with the same 

look their German Shepard has when you get out the 

leash. “Are we going? Is it time? Are we going? Huh? 

Huh?” New Mom has told me to stop asking her how 

she’s feeling. 

So we wait. 

Advent is fast approaching, when we all begin waiting 

for another baby. A holy baby. The one baby that 

changes everything. 

In light of waiting for this grandchild, our first grand-

son, I’ll look at Advent differently. Instead of going 

through the motions of Advent, instead of just hear-

ing the same Advent stories over again, I believe this 

year I’ll live it in my heart. Waiting for this baby re-

news my spirit of anticipation and appreciation for 

waiting for the baby Jesus.   

God’s timing is perfect. He sent his only son to a wait-

ing world. He sent this beautiful grandchild to our 

waiting family.  

And let’s be honest, every baby born is the one that 

changes everything. 

Marjie Sloon and her new grandson. 



Children at Mass:  Blessing or Distraction     by Cindy Ellis 
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I know some people feel children should be seen and not 
heard, especially at Mass. But I see it a bit differently. I see and 
hear the future of the Church in those children. Children at 
Mass can be exciting and fun, while often noisy and messy, too. 
But that is how children are – exciting, fun, noisy and messy. 
Why should they be any different at Mass? 

Every child will respond differently to sitting still (at Mass) for 
an hour. Shouldn’t adults be tolerant and non-judgmental of 
the child or parent for actions or noise during Mass? By show-
ing tolerance, we are also teaching toler-
ance by example. 

One of our younger grandchildren, Spen-
cer, who just turned 5 years old, came to 
Mass this summer with his Mom, Dad, 
and brothers (one older and one young-
er). Spencer and his little brother, Con-
nor, were both baptized by Grandpa 
(Deacon Ken) the day after his ordination 
to the Deaconate in 2016. 

The family arrived early. Spencer insisted 
on sitting in the front row, right in front 
of the altar (with a clear line-of-sight to 
his Grandpa). While he did go back and forth a few times from 
front row to the entryway where his Dad and little brother 
were (our son knew full well that the 3- year-old, Connor, 
would not do well in the main body of the church) he was nev-
er disrespectful or destructive.  

I sing in the choir at the Saturday Mass, so I did not sit with my 
family that evening. But what I heard and saw from the choir 
warmed my heart and made me proud to be Spencer’s Grand-
ma. He stood and sat at the appropriate times. He listened 

during the readings and even when Father was praying. The 
part that warmed my heart to overflowing was after each song, 
Spencer applauded. He enjoyed the singing the most, and he 
showed his appreciation the only way he knew – by clapping 
his hands! 

To be honest, I had been a bit worried about Spencer – espe-
cially being in the front row. I could see him jumping up on the 
altar and climbing on Grandpa’s lap during Mass. But I think he 
knew that Grandpa was “working” and he would get Grandpa’s 

undivided attention once he was finished 
(which, of course, he did). 

But I was so proud of him, and his entire 
family, for coming to Mass with us that 
evening and for teaching me about toler-
ance first hand.  

Did I mention that our amazing grandson, 
Spencer, is on the autism spectrum? A little 
over a year ago he would not have been 
able to be at Mass for the entire hour, nor 
would he have participated as he did this 
summer. After a year in preschool, Spencer 
is more socialized, verbal, and involved in his 

surroundings. 

My point, after so many words, is this: Don’t just be tolerant of 

children (you may not know the whole story), but be loving, 

understanding, and patient. Show them not to judge a book by 

its cover or the person by their actions. Allow children to be 

children – even at Mass. Bring them as often as possible. Bring 

books and snacks, if necessary – just bring them. They are truly 

the future of our Church! 

Have you ever wondered why we add water to the wine? 

The reason is literally ancient history. The brief rite of pouring water into the 
wine used for consecration dates back to the time of Christ. Indeed, it is believed 
that Our Lord himself used wine tempered with water at the Last Supper as this 
was the common practice among the Jews and in Mediterranean culture in gen-
eral. Some form of this is found in practically every rite of the Church both West-
ern and Eastern. 

Although the water is not essential for the validity of the sacrament, it is of great 
significance to the Church and must never be omitted. The Council of Trent even 
went so far as to excommunicate anyone who denied the need for this mixture 
(see Canon 9, Session XXII). 

Mass Musings                   By Deacon Ken Ellis 

http://www.thecounciloftrent.com/ch22.htm


by Cecilia Rexus              Scripture for Life Program 
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by Robin Rego                        Pilgrimage Trip 

Last spring, my wife Linda and I joined 17 other 
tourists from Ottawa, Canada, on a 10-day Mari-
an pilgrimage to Mexico City and Quito, Ecua-
dor. My younger sister, Marina and her husband, 
Benjamin told us about this trip, and we were 
glad to spend time with them also. Since there 
was a priest with us, he celebrated Mass daily 

and gave some outstanding homilies. 

We visited Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City and were edified by people walking on their 
knees through the church courtyard and into the 

church.  

Both Mexico City and Quito were surprisingly 
clean, and people were observed washing the 
sidewalk in front of their shops. People were 
friendly, but a lack of facility in Spanish was a 
definite disadvantage. They typically took me for 
being one of them and started speaking Spanish 
fast, especially if I attempted to say a few sen-

tences. 

The almost 10,000-foot elevation in Quito did 
make it tough to walk uphill and take stairs 
(elevators were rare), but we enjoyed the experi-
ence. The equator, just outside Quito was worth 
visiting. We straddled the line with one foot in 
each hemisphere. We watched water drain coun-
terclockwise in the northern hemisphere and 
clockwise just across the line in the southern 
hemisphere. Apparently, in March and Septem-
ber, during the equinoxes, there are no shadows 
at the equator for about 10 minutes. You can 

also balance an egg on end at the equator. 

Beyond the tourist attractions, Mexico City and 
Quito are steeped in Marian history. In seven 
apparitions over 40 years beginning in 1594, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Mother Maria-
na de Jesus Torres of the Convent of the Immac-
ulate Conception in Quito. Our Lady requested a 
statue be made of her as she appeared to Moth-
er Mariana: holding the infant Jesus in her left 

arm and a crozier and keys in her right hand. 

The presence of the Divine Infant was to remind 
people how powerful Mary is in bringing people 
to her son — “To Jesus, through Mary.” The 
keys and crozier were to symbolize Mary’s role 

as true and perpetual abbess of the convent. 

The Ecuadoran apparitions of Our Lady to Moth-
er Mariana have been approved by the local 
bishop since 1611. The visionary, Mother Maria-
na, has been named “Servant of God” and the 
cause for her canonization is on-going. The con-

vent church was named an archdiocesan 
Marian sanctuary in 1991, making it an 

official place of pilgrimage. 

Another unforgettable moment concerns 
Mother Mariana. In 1906, her remains, 
and those of some of the other founding 
sisters of the convent, were discovered to 
be incorrupt. They were placed in a mar-
ble altar in the lower choir of the convent. 
They were visible through glass, dressed 
in their habits and veiled. Our group was 
privileged to enter the cloister and vener-
ate her remains. It was a very powerful 

and emotional experience. 

Hail Mary Full of Grace - A Marian Pilgrimage 

The original "tilma" (a 
simple cloak of native 
Indian origin) worn by 

Juan Diego (now a saint!) 
on which Our Lady left an 

imprint of her image. 

Our Lady of Good Event (Our Lady 
of Buen Suceso of the Purification) 
in Quito. 

The tired pilgrims 
in front of one of 
the churches next 
to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico City. 

Photos courtesy of Robin Rego 
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Volunteering at Tri-Cities Food Bank a simple way to serve  

By Robin Rego 

“I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty, and you gave me something to drink……  Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”                 

Matthew 25:35-40  

If you are looking for an easy way to do something for Je-

sus, the Tri-Cities Food Bank is just the ticket. It was 

founded in 1975 and has three branches in Richland, 

Kennewick and Benton City. It is a supplemental food re-

source to needy individuals and families in Richland, 

Kennewick, Finley and Benton City. Clients can receive a 

week’s worth of groceries every two weeks. Children rep-

resent 40 percent of the 300 individuals served each day. 

Each recipient individual/family is required to provide a 

verbal statement of need, along with identification papers 

for residency in Benton County. This can be a photo ID, 

current rental agreement or utility bill. Proof of income is 

not required. At each visit, there is a short interview to up-

date each family’s address, number of adults and children 

and service history. 

As food is available, families may receive a variety of gro-

ceries including meat, eggs, bread and bakery products, 

margarine or butter, milk, canned goods, rice, beans, flour, 

pasta, seasonal fresh fruits and vegetables. 

The Food Bank partners are the United Way, Second Har-

vest, Northwest Harvest, local grocery retailers and indi-

vidual donors. Expenses include utilities, insurance, fuel 

and occasional food purchase. There is an ongoing need 

to support this organization at http://

www.tricitiesfoodbank.org.  

An entirely volunteer staff of 150 allows the organization to 

maintain a low operational overhead. There is no commit-

ment, although once a week is desirable. You can show 

up around 8 a.m., fill out some quick paperwork on site 

and get started. The shifts are about four hours and the 

work is easy – Intake, picking up food from the 

grocery retailers, sorting and stocking it in the 

warehouse, moving it to the front line or pass-

ing it out to the clients. If you wish to be a 

pickup truck driver or can operate a forklift, you 

will be in high demand. 

Cash and credit donations are always accepta-

ble and appreciated. Checks should be made 

out to the Tri-Cities Food Bank at 420 W. 

Deschutes Ave, Kennewick WA 99336. Donors 

may also identify Tri-Cities Food Bank on their 

United Way donor card. To donate money or food in per-

son, please stop by any of the locations during operating 

hours, or call (509) 582-0411.  

The Tri-Cities Food Bank suggests the following items for 
donation: 

Sugar – 5-pound bags 
Flour – 5-pound bags 
Rice – 1-pound bags 
Beans – 1-pound bags 
Dried Peas – 1-pound bags 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Hamburger Helper 
Tuna Helper 
Mac & Cheese 
Fruit – all types 
Vegetables – Corn, Peas, Beans, Mixed Vegetables 
Soup 
Baby Food 
Evaporated or Powdered Milk 
Jell-O 
Cereal 
Cake Mix 
Home grown fresh produce is always welcome 
 

If you want to meet some of the most gracious and giving 

people in the community and have fun in the process, 

please join us to serve Jesus in His hungry and thirsty 

families. The sincere smiles and words of gratitude will 

make your day. You can never outdo our God in generosi-

ty. 

If you have questions, please contact me at rare-

go1213@gmail.com or 509-221-1130. 

http://www.tricitiesfoodbank.org
http://www.tricitiesfoodbank.org
mailto:rarego1213@gmail.com
mailto:rarego1213@gmail.com
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Support our priests, deacons through Serra Club 
By Shelly Bohrmann 

 

Do you want to help encourage and support vocations to the priesthood and 
the consecrated religious life? Do you want to recognize and respond to 
God’s call to holiness in your own life? Then Serra Club is for YOU! 

Founded in Seattle in 1935, Serra Club International is an organization dedi-
cated to these goals. Our local Serra Club strives to meet these goals through 
prayer, fundraising, special events to honor our priests and religious, and 
other activities such as speakers, retreats and conferences that help encourage 
member Serrans to meet their own call to holiness. With well over 1,000 
chartered clubs in approximately 50 countries, Serra Club is named after St. 
Junipero Serra, a Franciscan priest and missionary who founded Spanish 
missions in California from San Diego to San Francisco in the mid-18th cen-
tury.  

Serra Club meets on the first Saturday of each month, rotating through the 
different Catholic churches in the Tri-Cities. We begin with Mass and follow
-up with a potluck breakfast and a business meeting. There is also a dinner 
meeting once a month in various locations. Dinner meetings include fellow-
ship, an inspirational speaker, and a brief business meeting.  

Our priests and religious dedicate their lives to the spread of the Gospel and 
the spiritual care of the Church and its members. They spread the message of God’s love and salvation, bringing us the sacraments and sav-
ing souls. Serra Club is a great way to show our love and support in return.  

Our next meeting is Dec. 1 at St. Patrick’s in Pasco. Mass is at 8 a.m., with breakfast and business meeting to follow. Call Shelly Bohrmann 
at 734-8093 with questions, or for information on the time/location of future meetings. 

“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for His harvest.” - Matthew 9:37-38 

“Always go forward, never turn back.” - St. Junipero Serra 

From left, Deacon Ken Ellis, Father O’Shea and Father 
Auve were recognized at the annual Clergy Appreciation 
Dinner hosted by the Serra Club in October at St. Jo-
seph’s Church in Kennewick. 

Voice of the Sprit Volunteer Editors: Dieter Bohrmann, Marjie Sloon, and Erica Hohl. Special thanks 
to contributors Theresa Barnaby, Cindy Ellis, Roger Willis, Deacon Ken Ellis, Kasia Henderson, 
Shelly Bohrmann, Wynona Vaz, Pat Moore, Julie Dowle, Joe Bliss, Robin Rego, Delicia and Greg 
Olsen, and Fr. Auve.  The Voice of the Spirit will be published periodically and mailed to 
parishioners.  Volunteers are wanted to contribute articles, photos, and ideas.  If you 
would like to help, please contact Debbie in the the Parish Office. 

By Pat Moore 

 

Edge is Holy Spirit’s middle school faith formation program 
(grades 6-8). Since September, we have been exploring Litur-
gy, and specifically a study called ALTARATION – The Mys-
tery of the Mass Revealed.  

The first week of the study the youth listed the 5 most im-
portant things in their life and then the 5 things that take up the 
most time in their life. This led to a discussion of:  1) Are you 
spending the most time on what is most important to you in 
your life? 2) Do you think there may be room for you to spend 
more time on what is important? 3) Is there anything on the 

second list that you think you are spending too much time on?   

Mark Hart, the author of this study, shared that he struggled 
with finding Mass boring and wondered “What’s the point?”, 
which is why he created this program. The hope is that through 
this study, the youth will discover why they are here, why God 
created them, and what He created them for. In the process, the 
students will come to see that there is a lot more going on at 
Mass than they ever imagined.  

This semester will conclude with nights focused on the Liturgi-
cal Year, reviewing the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and, of 
course, some Christmas celebrating! 

Middle school youth delve into meaning of Mass 
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Take a deeper dive into two of 
God’s greatest gifts 

 

Mercy and Hope  
By Mike Pacer  
(available for checkout from the Parish 
library) 
 

Mercy and Hope seem to be in such 
short supply nowadays. Everyone is so 
angry with each other. The rise of so-
cial media like Facebook and Twitter 
seems to have given people permission 
to denigrate and separate us into these 
arbitrary factions that have ceased to 

listen and only react.  

It’s very easy for us to slap a label on other people – usually 
using derogatory or dismissing terms – to show how different 
we are from “those” people. You know, “those” people who 
don’t think like us, or look like us, or speak like us. But God 
doesn’t give us the latitude to choose whom we bestow mer-
cy upon.  We don’t get to decide that this person is more 
deserving of mercy than that person. In the first part of Pac-
er’s book, he talks about God’s mercy and how magnificent-
ly encompassing it is – a mercy with no limitations. 

As a famous man once wrote, “The quality of mercy is not 
strained. It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon the 
place beneath. It is twice blest.” (Interestingly enough, there 
is thought that Shakespeare crooked this line from the bible – 
Deuteronomy 32:2 “My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my 
speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the ten-
der herb, and as the showers upon the grass.” The more you 
know …)  

Pacer starts out with a simple definition of mercy as (a) for-
giveness of the offender by the offended; or (b) as compas-
sion given/shown to one who does not necessarily merit such 
compassion. He acknowledges that it falls short of the depth 
of God’s mercy, but it’s a good start. He points out that our 
lives are filled with mercies shown to us every day – small 
mercies such as a smile or a nod of acknowledgment to larg-
er mercies such as an invitation to dinner or a walk through a 
garden. But none of these mercies come close to the mercy 
God shows us. 

God’s love and mercy are exemplified in the gift of free will. 
We are free to accept or reject anything and everything God 
gives us. Pacer writes, “God gives us all that is good but 
forces nothing upon us. He expects nothing from us but de-
sires everything for us. God is so merciful that no matter how 
many times we reject his gifts, he never ceases to offer them. 
No matter how many times we wrong him, he never ceases to 
offer us forgiveness.”   

How amazing is that!? The author goes on to talk about the 
incarnation of Jesus and what a great mercy that was to us. 

How through Jesus, God extended his mercy to all mankind, 
even though we repeatedly reject him and his ways. He also 
talks about the Divine Mercy movement and has chapters on 
both giving and showing mercy, as well as a lovely chapter 
on Mary, the Mother of Mercy.  

The second part of the book is about Hope. Once again, Pac-
er starts with a definition. Hope itself is a virtue, a feeling, 
and an action. Ideally, these facets work in concert to bring 
about a perfect hope, but as the author points out, too often 
we “… ignore the virtue, obsess over the feeling, and fail to 
take any action toward living in hope.”   

After a quick look at the three aspects to hope, Pacer moves 
on to the need for, the reason for and the practice of hope. He 
tells us that the first step to practicing hope is to identify the 
object of our hope – God. He is the source of our hope, be-
cause all hope comes from him. He is the goal of our hope – 
we were made by God, for God. He is the reason for our 
hope. If there is no God there is no hope. Life without God is 
a meaningless exercise in futility. And finally, God is the 
strength for our hope. He guides us, gives us sacramental 
grace to fortify us and bestows mercy upon us. When we cry 
out to God in our weakness, he carries us in hope. 

Hope can be so hard to find. Tragedies are everywhere. We 
see such pain and suffering in this world – wars, natural dis-
asters, corruption etc. Our culture is one that seems to takes 
pleasure in focusing on what is wrong in the world. It’s so 
very easy to forget about hope – or to believe that God has 
forsaken us or doesn’t care about us. But “… suffering is 
generally not a punishment from God, nor is the existence of 
suffering proof that there is no God. It is something that hap-
pens in the natural course of life due to the brokenness of the 
world and the brokenness of our nature. Suffering occurs 
because our intellect and will are disordered and our bodies 
are prone to decay and death. God does not necessarily desire 
that we suffer, but he always desires that we grow closer to 
him through our suffering.”  

This is such a powerful concept – and something I’ve learned 
a lot of over the last few months. God does not will bad 
things to happen to us. That comes from our mortality and 
the free will we are given that sometimes leads to very poor 
choices. How wonderful it is that God gives us both hope and 
mercy to rise above. 

Hope and mercy are such broad concepts that it can be hard 
to grasp their immensity. This book is a really good way to 
break down both of these concepts and really look at what an 
awesome gift they are to us from a God who is infinitely 
patient and loving. I truly enjoyed this book and have taken 
away some concepts and ideas that have made me dig so 
much deeper into my relationship with God and with others. 
I hope you will get as much out of this book as I did. 

Book Review                    by Theresa Barnaby 



“Coats for Kids” is a featured program 
for the Knights of Columbus in the Unit-
ed States and Canada, and includes 
participation from Holy Spirit’s Council. 
Last winter, we provided about 200 new 
coats to Catholic Charities, and we plan 
to do the same this year.  

On a practical level, it’s a means of 
keeping poor kids - many of whom can’t 
afford a coat - warm, dry and less likely 
to get sick during our wet and cold 
Washington winters.  

Matthew 25:36 highlights the reason the 
Knights of Columbus is involved with 
“Coats for Kids”: “I was naked and you 
clothed me.” The first principle of the 
Knights of Columbus is “charity”. 

In Washington state, about 43 percent 
of all students qualify for free or reduced 
cost school meals. That’s 473,000 kids! 
That number is roughly equal to the 
populations of Spokane, Tacoma, Pas-
co and Gig Harbor combined!  

Locally, it looks like this:  

Richland School District, 35.5 per-
cent, or 4,739 students 

Kennewick School District, 51.8 per-
cent, or 9,533 students   

Pasco School District, 73.5 percent, 
or 13,103 students.  

That’s 27,375 students on free and re-

duced cost meals in our three Tri-City 
school districts. 

When discussing “Coats for Kids,” I’ve 
heard responses like, “Oh, Rotary buys 
all the kids here coats, and we don’t 
need to do that!” Or, “the local TV sta-
tion has a great program, no need to get 
anyone else involved.”   

I think it’s fair to say that when we have 
more than 27,000 local kids on free and 
reduced cost school meals, all the TV 
stations, Rotary Clubs, and Knights of 
Columbus councils together will not be 
able to meet the needs of poor kids in 
our local area.  

That’s why Holy Spirit Council continues 
to be actively involved with “Coats for 
Kids”. If you would like to know more 
about the program or offer financial as-
sistance, please contact Roger Willis 
through the Parish office. 

by Roger Willis               Knights of Columbus 
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‘Coats for Kids’ program continues to benefit Tri-City children 

This year, Holy Spirit’s Knights of Columbus 
Council again plans to donate about 200 new 
coats to Catholic Charities to help keep needy 
kids warm in our local community.            

Photo courtesy Roger Willis 

Holy Spirit Knights support Catholic education in Tri-Cities 

In early October, Grand Knight Roger Willis of Holy Spirit Council 
presented a check for $2,000 to St. Joseph's School. Accepting the check 
for the school is Charlotte Frankovic, a teacher at St. Joseph's for the 
past 31 years. Looking on are Windy Negrete, a teacher and alumnus of 
St. Joseph's School, Past Grand Knight Armando Trenti, Mike Willis, 
another St Joseph's alumnus; school principal Perry Kelly, a member of 
Holy Spirit Council, and the entire facility and student body of the 
school. (Photo courtesy Roger Willis) 

Knights donate to Hope Medical 

Members of Holy Spirit Council 10653 present a check for 
$2,000 to Rich Parker, executive director of Hope Medical of 
Washington, in Kennewick. Hope Medical furnishes preg-
nancy test, ultrasounds, STI testing and treatment for women 
and natural family planning classes. The pregnancy test and 
ultrasounds are free, and the first visit for natural family 
planning is free. To learn more about Hope Medical of 
Washington, visit https://www.hopemedicalwa.com/services   
 
From left to right, Council Advocate Ken Wise, Grand 
Knight Roger Willis, Hope Medical Executive Director Rich 
Parker, Deputy Grand Knight Robin Rego, and council 
member and Hope Medical volunteer Jeff Kelly. (Photo 
courtesy Linda Rego) 

https://www.hopemedicalwa.com/services
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By Joe Bliss 

 

In just a few short weeks, our community at Holy Spirit will cele-

brate the birth of our Savior. The season of Advent is a special 

time for us and for the Church around the world. It is a holy time 

of preparation, anticipation, and joy.  

The word Emmanuel means “God with us”. Ponder those three 

words for a moment, let them settle within your heart - God with 

us. Could there be anything more peaceful or more hopeful than 

God with us? We await the perfect gift of Jesus Christ. We know 

He is coming. We know Mary said yes. We know the story, and 

we wait.  

Let us wait no longer. Let us re-

member that God is already here. 

While we await the celebration and 

remembrance of a Christmas that 

has already come, God is with us. 

We need only look as far as the 

altar on Sunday. The Eucharist is 

our Emmanuel. It is the gift of eve-

ry Christmas, here and now. It is 

Jesus Christ – Body, Blood, Soul, 

and Divinity. It is the greatest hope 

for our Church and our world.   

Nearly every time I receive the 

Eucharist, I think about the first 

time I was blessed to be a Eucha-

ristic minister. I was living in 

Cleveland at the time and had 

been asked by my parish priest to 

become a Eucharistic minister. I 

went to the required training, 

learning about the do’s and don’ts 

of being a Eucharistic minister. Do realize the Divine gift in which 

you are partaking. Do remember to show the reverence and love 

such a ministry requires and deserves. Don’t be too quick to get 

the job done. Don’t drop anything, and if you do, don’t panic.  

I’ll never forget that first time I was a Eucharistic minister. I was 

nervous for the experience, as could be expected. I didn’t want to 

drop anything, I didn’t want to forget where I was supposed to 

stand or what I was supposed to say. The nerves I suffered be-

fore approaching the altar were no surprise, they were expected. 

What I didn’t expect, what I didn’t see coming at all, was the ex-

perience I would have once my feet were planted firmly where 

they were supposed to be and I actually began to minister. 

Prior to that moment, I was certain my thoughts would be filled 

with nothing but the do’s and don’ts as I lifted the Host and said 

the words I have heard so many times before – “The Body of 

Christ.” But that’s not what happened. Maybe it’s because I was-

n’t hearing the words any longer, but rather saying them. And 

maybe it’s because I held in my hands and offered to others the 

very source, center, and summit of our faith – Jesus Christ. May-

be, just maybe, it’s because I wasn’t the minister at all. He was. 

I lifted His Body, I said the words and as I did, I was taken by a 

sudden inability to see anything other than the faces of those 

who came to receive. I saw nothing else. Not what they were 

wearing, not how they wore their hair, not how they walked, not 

their mannerisms or even the reverence with which they re-

ceived. For that time, I could see nothing but their faces. The rest 

of the church simply disappeared. 

I saw the face of each person and I saw them in a detail I have 

never experienced before. It wasn’t a detail of physical features, 

but rather a detail of expression. I saw looks of joy, looks of con-

tentment, looks of sadness, looks of struggle, looks of indiffer-

ence, and looks of peace. 

I have always believed that as much as we approach our Lord in 

the Sacrament, He approaches us. 

Once a week we make that short 

walk, often with slow, shuffling feet 

and a wandering mind. Each week we 

make that walk and each week Jesus 

makes no less of a walk. In fact, He 

has been walking the entire week, 

every week. His walk is endless, for-

ever toward us, a tireless pursuit for 

that one moment in the week when 

His embrace reaches beyond the 

spiritual and into the physical. It is a 

physical meeting of the Creator with 

the created, the Divine Being with the 

human being, the Father with the 

child. It is an intimacy only Heaven 

could possibly understand, and it is 

ours. Because of that first Christmas 

and because of the Cross that fol-

lowed, it is all ours. 

For those few minutes on a quiet 

Sunday morning, I felt as if I was see-

ing what Jesus sees – the faces of those He loves. I saw the face 

of each person and behind each face I knew a story could be 

found. Every person carries with them their story, their struggles, 

their cross, their spiritual journey, their heartaches, their loves, 

their lives. I knew nothing of their lives or their stories. All I could 

see was the evidence of those stories written so passionately 

upon their faces. 

That is the beautiful thing, I now know, about being a Eucharistic 

Minister. I got to be there at the very moment when the paths of 

the Savior and the saved come so beautifully together. I was 

blessed to be a part of that Divine intimacy, that heavenly mys-

tery. While I could only see their faces, Jesus saw their stories. 

He knew what they needed, He knew what they longed for, He 

knew their pains and their struggles, He knew their joys and their 

triumphs. He knew them. And I couldn’t help but smile because 

He knew me as well. That embrace we are blessed to receive 

every Sunday heals, strengthens, and empowers us to live the 

life God calls us to live. We need the embrace of the Eucharist 

(Continued on page 11) 

Celebrate the gift of Christmas in the Eucharist 



Deaths 
April 1, 2018  through  September 30, 2018 

 Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 
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Sacraments         
Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into 
the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from  
April 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018. 
 

Catherine Jay Holzer 

Isaac Norbert Job 

Nicholas Dayton Bontrager 

Gregory Eugene Olsen 

Raeli Michelle Turner 

Roselyn-Dale Contreras 

Lucy Ann McDaid 

Alexander Etherton 

Zavien Zaragoza 

Ivan Ramos 

John Maxwell 

William James Upton 

Jerome Calvey 

Ricardo Hernandez Briones 

Michael Joseph Foley 

Martha E. Lucas 

The Christmas Season  
 By Kasia Henderson 

 

I love the Christmas season! Everything about it is so in-
credibly beautiful. From the lights on people's houses to 

the decorations on the tree, I can't help but fall helplessly 

in love with the wonder of it all.  

That doesn't mean we can forget about the most im-

portant reason for this magical season -- the miracle of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. After all, Christmas or 

our Catholic faith wouldn't exist without Him. 

That's why I think we should try to spend a little extra 

time with the Lord and our families during this time. 

Some great ways we can do this are by supporting Holy 

Spirit’s annual Christmas Pageant, baking goodies or do-

ing Christmas crafts as a family. Or simply spending 

some quiet time in the Adora-

tion Room.  

Whatever we do, the Christmas 

season should be one of joy. We 

should use this time to thank 

God for all He has done in our 

lives and sing praises to Him 
through time spent with family 

and friends.   

more than we need anything else in life.  

The season of Advent is here. The celebration of Christ-

mas, the birth of our Savior, is just around the corner. As 

we await and prepare and ponder, let us with ever deep-

ening devotion approach our Lord at the altar. Let the 

priceless gift of Emmanuel be yours this Sunday. Await 

no longer, for God is with us now and forevermore.  

Let your walk be strong. Hold your head high, remember 

the Cross, and open your hands with expectant love. Re-

ceive the gift of the Eucharist and take that gift, Jesus 

Christ, confidently into a world where so many are still 

waiting and searching for a God they do not yet know. 

Show them, through your words and your deeds, with the 

strength of the Eucharist within you, that God is with us. 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Christmas in the Eucharist 



Page 12 PARISH OF THE HOLY S PIRIT    

Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School 
 

St. Joseph School          $11,700.00 

Catholic Family & Child Services (Maternity & Parenting)      1,500.00 

Catholic Family & Child Services (Prepares)        1,500.00 

Tri-Cities Food Bank               1,500.00 

Fellowship of Catholic University Students        1,500.00 

Meals on Wheels           500.00 

Hope Medical           500.00 

Food for the Poor          500.00 

Tri-Cities Human Life          250.00  

 
               

Out of Our Area Charities 
 

Catholic Relief Services                 $4,252.64 

Catholic Charities USA            2,849.75 

Cross Catholic             370.30 

     Grand Total            $26,922.69 

   
   

Disbursements from  
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul 
 

Needy families who contact Holy Spirit Office and the  
St. Vincent de Paul for help:     264* 
Number of households helped:   58  
 

 Total disbursement  to help people in need:   $6,085.16  

 
*Of the many calls made to our helpline, some clients are in another 
St. Vincent de Paul Conference area, others we were unable to reach 
despite our best efforts, or some owe sums beyond our means, etc.  
Sometimes our help is in the form of referrals and prayer 
 
Additional expenditures for Hope Bags and single ride bus tickets:  
$379.47.  Hope Bags are a gift we take on initial home visits with cli-
ents which contain a dozen toiletry and household items not covered 
by food stamps.  
        

Plus the Special Collections:   
 

Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land       $ 1,643.91 
Campaign for Human Development           1,977.00 

Catholic Home Missions        2,040.00 
Church in Africa          1,890.00 
Peter’s Pence          4,048.00 
Operations Rice Bowl         2,664.92 
National Retired Religious Collections     1,132.50 
Yakima Retired Priests                        14,619.50 

   Total                $30,015.83 
   

Holy Spirit Charitable  
Donations  

Tithing Program  
April 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018 

Open My Eyes, Lord 

By Julie Dowle 

My husband Bob had cataract surgery in August for 
one eye and again in October for the other. After the 
surgeries, the ophthalmologist was amazed at the im-
provement in the acuity of the vision in both his eyes. 
The doctor said that he rarely saw such dramatic 
change. Bob went from very poor vision in both eyes, 
requiring the use of glasses since he was about 10 
years old to nearly perfect vision some 60 years later. 
No longer needed, the glasses were donated to chari-
ty. 

While under conscious sedation during the first proce-
dure, Bob said that he could very clearly see a tree 
above him with vibrant green leaves against a pale 
blue sky. He said it was like lying on his back in a 
park. He could see the tree for at least a couple of 
minutes. Thinking it was rather an odd experience, we 
asked the doctor if he had heard any similar stories 
from any of his other patients. He said that he had not. 

We thought no more of it until we attended Mass on 
Oct. 21. Toward the end of the service Bob noticed 
the picture on the screen behind the altar. He said that 
it was “his” tree, the one he had so clearly seen during 
the first surgery. We both thought it was pretty amaz-
ing until the words of the next song also appeared on 
the screen:   

“Open my eyes, Lord, 
Help me to see your face. 
Open my eyes, Lord, 
Help me to see.” 

Wow! There were tears rolling down Bob’s face. The 
experience surely strengthened his faith.  
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Parishioners filled the Parish Community Center after a Sunday 
morning Mass earlier this fall for Holy Spirit’s annual Ministry 
Fair. A number of different ministries were represented at the 
event. There are many ways to serve at Holy Spirit. The ministry 
fair highlights opportunities to share your time and talent, and get 
involved in Parish life. For more information on the various min-
istries, please contact the Parish office at (509) 735-8558 or visit 
the website at www.holyspiritkennewick.org.  (Photos courtesy 
Wynona Vaz) 

Holy Spirit Ministry Fair: A Morning of Faith & Fellowship 

http://www.holyspiritkennewick.org


December 2, 1:00 p.m. -- First Reconciliation 

December 3, 7:00 p.m. -- Penance Service, St. Joseph Catholic Church 

December 5, 7:00 p.m. -- Penance Service, St. Patrick Catholic Parish, Pasco (Bilingual) 

December 6, 7:00 p.m. -- Penance Service, St. Patrick Catholic Parish, Pasco (Bilingual) 

December 7, 7:00 p.m. -- Vigil Mass for Immaculate Conception  

December 8, 8:00 a.m. -- Mass for Immaculate Conception  

December 10, 7:00 p.m. -- Penance Service, Parish of the Holy Spirit 

December 16, 1:00 p.m. -- Children’s Christmas Pageant 

December 17, 7:00 p.m. -- Penance Service, Christ the King, Richland 

December 24, 5:00 p.m., 10:30 p.m. -- Christmas Eve Masses  

December 25, 9:30 a.m. -- Christmas Day Mass   

December 31, 5:00 p.m. -- Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary 

January 1, 9:30 a.m. -- Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day) Mass 

January 6, 9:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. -- Feast of the Epiphany Masses 

January 6, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. -- Epiphany Party  

Upcoming Events 

VOICE OF THE SPIRIT 
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7409 West Clearwater Avenue 
Kennewick,  WA  99336 
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