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On Sunday, November 20, the Solemnity of 
Jesus Christ the King, the Year of Mercy 
comes to an end. The Holy Door at St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome will be closed and sealed, as 
will the holy doors around the world.  

There is a special indulgence for passing 
through a holy door during the Year of Mercy 
and offering certain prayers. At the St. Vincent 
Center in Kennewick, there is a holy door in-
side leading to a small chapel where you can 
get more information and where you can pray. 
The center is on Morain. I hope you will take 
the time to visit that little chapel. 

How has the Year of Mercy been a time for 
growth in your life? Are you more merciful 
now? Have you received the mercy of God in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation? Have you 
shown mercy to others by reconciling with 
people who may have offended you? For-
giveness is a choice, a decision. We may still 
feel hurt, but if we pray for a person, that’s 
good evidence that we have forgiven them, as 
is a willingness to rebuild a good relationship 
with that person. 

In announcing the Year of Mercy, Pope Fran-
cis reminded all of us to practice the works of 
mercy, both spiritual and corporal. In this elec-
tion year we need to be careful that we don’t 
get thinking like a political candidate and for-
get the teaching of Jesus. We are followers of 
Jesus first, then maybe a Republican or Demo-

crat. The works of mercy are statements by 
which we can implement the teaching of Jesus. 
God shows His power most clearly in extend-
ing His mercy to us -- mercy is not weakness. 

The corporal works of mercy: welcoming the 
stranger, feeding the hungry, giving drink to 
the thirsty, healing the sick, burying the dead, 
visiting the imprisoned and clothing the naked. 
The spiritual works of mercy are: counseling 
the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admon-
ishing sinners, forgiving offenses, comforting 
the afflicted, bearing wrongs patiently, and 
praying for the living and the dead. Notice how 
closely the corporal works of mercy parallel 
the judgment scene in Matthew’s Gospel 
(25:31-46). 

The Sermon on the Mount in chapter 5 of Mat-
thew’s Gospel gives us a good description of 
the personality of Jesus Christ. Notice verse 7, 
“Blessed are the merciful for they will be 
shown mercy.”  

We pray that we might be forgiven as we for-
give others (Matthew 6:9-15). We must forgive 
if we want to be forgiven. 

     ~Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 

How have you grown during this Year of Mercy? 



One Person’s Journey                                     By Joe Schroeder 
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How I wish I had an inspiring and 
interesting conversion story to 
share. Alas, mine is the mundane 
story of a cradle Catholic, bum-
bling and stumbling his way to-
ward holiness through God’s 
grace.  My parents, Bernard and 
Shirley Schroeder, raised me and 
my two sisters in Blackfoot, Idaho, 
in a loving family with the Catho-
lic Church at the foundation of our 
family. We were second-
generation Americans and we grew 
up amid many wonderful cousins.  
My Grandpa Leo was our patri-
arch.  He was kind and a holy man, 
I never knew him to miss a day of 
Mass. I thought he must be a saint, 
and I still do. 

St. Bernard’s Parish in Blackfoot 
housed a small but hardy Catholic 
minority in the midst of LDS coun-
try.  There were many hard-
working German farming families, with a few Irish and 
Italians tossed in to add a little pizzazz.  Right across the 
street from our home was the Catholic Church and 
school, and our lives revolved around the rhythms of par-
ish life. I was an altar boy, mowed the church and school 
ground lawns, and flood-irrigated the grounds in the mid-
dle of the night. I loved the summer parish picnic, the fall 
school carnival, family-night bingo, the Italian ladies’ 
spaghetti dinner, and the St. Patrick’s Day potluck, where 
every year, old Mr. Taney got up to dance his Irish Jig. 

Our small town was also blessed to have the wonderful 
Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist staff our little Catholic 
grade school, St. Margaret’s. While the Sisters were kind 
and holy educators, it was also the 1970s, that rather no-
torious post-Vatican II era where no one seemed to know 
exactly what they were supposed to be teaching about the 
faith. Catechesis and apologetics were almost non-
existent in my formation. Accordingly, my young curiosi-
ty about Catholic history, the basics of Catholic thought, 
and how Catholicism was different from other denomina-
tions was left unfulfilled.   

Nonetheless, my upbringing and stubborn loyalty made 
me a convicted, if rather ignorant, Catholic. I stood with 
the faith even through college. While I try to take some 
solace that I was not the most degenerate of college stu-
dents, I was no paradigm of virtue either, and too often 
Sunday Mass was more of a penance for my Saturday 

nights than a joyful participation in 
the sacrifice of the Mass. 

In 1985 my Dad and I achieved a 
childhood dream when I was accept-
ed into Notre Dame Law School. At 
law school, I learned some of the first 
philosophical arguments for Catholi-
cism and the pro-life cause from the 
immortal Professor Charles Rice, a 
devout and brilliant man. The argu-
ments intrigued me, but there was 
little time to pursue them further. 

After law school, I spent a year clerk-
ing for the Alaska Court of Appeals 
while attending Holy Family Cathe-
dral. A new clerkship with the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Washington brought me to Spo-
kane. There I attended Our Lady of 
Lourdes Cathedral, but more im-
portantly, met the lovely Sherry 
White, my future dear wife. 

In 1991 I moved to the Tri-Cities and attended church at 
Christ the King. Sherry and I stayed in touch, and we 
were married in 1994. I spent five years commuting to the 
Tri-Cities while we lived in Spokane.  There we settled in 
at St. Peter’s Parish where we participated in parish life 
as Eucharistic Ministers. In 2000, we were finally able to 
consolidate in the Tri-Cities and joined Holy Spirit Par-
ish. Upon our arrival, we joined a small church communi-
ty. It was a wonderful welcome as we met families that 
remain friends to this day.  Shortly after our arrival in the 
Tri-Cities, Leo and Delaney were born, and of course our 
first focus had to shift toward our babies.  

But besides meeting wonderful families in our small 
church community, I also learned for the first time about 
a Catholic Radio channel called EWTN, located at 100.7 
FM. This was a revelation! For the first time, I started to 
learn about the things that I had been so curious about 
since I was a kid. I learned a new word and found a new 
love, “apologetics.”  With the aid of EWTN, I found 
Catholic Answers on the internet. And I learned of Scott 
Hahn. And while I was late to the ball, I was amazed at 
the new lessons I learned in Rome Sweet Home, and now 
a fire was ignited. I loved learning how to defend God, 
Christianity, and the Catholic Church. Soon I found other 
authors such as Peter Kreeft and finally my new hero, the 
brilliant G.K. Chesterton. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Catholic upbringing inspires lifelong quest for learning and growth in the faith 
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Lessons Learned 
How do you explain the Trinity to a 4-year-old? My 
granddaughter recently asked her mother this particu-
larly tricky theological question, “Why did God make 
everything? What about Jesus?” After making an at-
tempt to clarify, my daughter ended with “Maybe 
these are good questions to ask Mimi.” Sure, pass 
the buck to the granny! But our future little apologist 
was not put off. She pondered this for a moment and 
finally said “Mommy, you need to take a class!” 

Ah yes, don't we all? Learning about our faith is a life-
long process and one I know I could pay better atten-
tion to. With observation though, I have learned that 
sometimes lessons come from unexpected sources. 
The simplicity of childhood questions, answers, and 
statements can teach us much ... about what we 
know and about what we don't. 

Once when my own daughter was 4 years old, we got 
a new parish priest and she asked me, “Why are we 
getting a new priest?” Then she answered her own 
question. “Oh yeah, because he has something new 
to teach us.” 

Here are some things I've been taught, both as a 
child and by a child, over the years: 

 

The meaning of the Eucharist  

My little friend Vivian recently received her First Holy 
Communion. On her religious ed poster, she wrote 
“First Communion means to me getting more Jesus in 
me!” I think she has a total grasp of what it means 
and now I, many many decades older than she, think 
of it in that way too. 

 

The meaning of Reconciliation 

As a Catholic school boy at St. Pat's, my friend Mike 
used to time his classmates in Confession and write a 
list of their names with how much time their confes-
sions took. Then he'd take it to school to share his 
research with everyone. “Which,” he now says, “led to 
another whole set of sins to be confessed the follow-
ing week.” 

As a kid, I also was fascinated by other people's con-
fessions, particularly my mom's. My brother and sister 

and I were pretty equal in how long we spent in “the 
box”. I mean, how long does it take to say, “I fought 
with my brother and I didn't clean my room when 
Mom told me to”? In and out. But Mom seemed to be 
in there forever! I couldn't figure out how someone, 
who seemed close to perfect to me, could have that 
many sins to confess. 

But I digress. The meaning of Confession: When I 
was a kid, I thought of going to Confession as making 
my soul as white as snow. It was like doing the laun-
dry – you go in dirty and come out clean! 

 

The meaning of everything 

My favorite aunt growing up was my militant-Catholic 
Aunt Jeanne. She could pronounce you going to hell 
for any number of reasons. But underneath the scary 
fire-and-brimstone, I knew she would do anything for 
me and was daily praying for my wretched soul. She 
taught me to make the sign of the cross when I drive 
by a Catholic church because Jesus resides there in 
the Eucharist. She taught me to cross myself when 
driving by a cemetery to “pray for the poor souls in 
Purgatory”.  

She was sometimes a hard woman but she was no 
hypocrite. She talked the talk and walked the walk. If 
anyone could have told a 4-year-old why Jesus did or 
didn't get in on the creation of stuff, it would have 
been her. 

When she died, there were nine priests co-
celebrating her funeral Mass. And yet only one of her 
13 grown grandchildren is even considering being a 
Catholic today. Somewhere along the line she found 
solace in following the letter of the law, and forgot to 
pass on the all-embracing love and forgiveness of our 
Lord. 

Theoretical questions can be tricky. Knowing all the 
answers is probably impossible. But love and for-
giveness? That is something we can all pass on.  
Something even the simplest child can learn and un-
derstand, no matter how old we actually are. 



World Youth Day - Kraków, Poland       by Ann Garcia 
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Pilgrimage to Poland a  
Divine experience 

 

When I first heard about the trip that the Diocese had put 
together for World Youth Day, I felt an immediate pull on 
my heart telling me I just had to go. And when I asked my 
daughter, Celine, if she wanted to go and if she would want 
me to also go along as a chaperone, she gave a very enthusi-
astic “Yes”! Let me tell you, when your 15-year-old daughter 
says she wants you to come along, you do it!  

Even though I had no idea how we were going to pay for this 
trip, I decided to “step out in faith” and commit to it. Prepar-
ing for the pilgrimage was almost as overwhelming as the 
pilgrimage itself, and we would have been lost if it hadn’t 
been for the excellent planning and organization of Kim and 
Justin’s mom, Carol Moon, as well as the amazing generosity 
of our Holy Spirit family. 

Once we were in Poland, we were immediately treated like 
family, and indeed, became members of the family in our 
host homes. Our host families will always have a special 
place in my heart, and I can only hope that someday some 
of them will be able to come visit us here so we can recip-
rocate even in just a little way. 

Our stay in Krakow for the WYD conference itself, and 
the touring we did of the historical sites was truly amaz-
ing. Every church was the equivalent of our best art mu-
seums, and each chapel within each church was even 
more beautiful than the last. Even though I very quickly 
ran out of energy most days, the enthusiasm and energy 
of the youth from all around the world was awe-
inspiring. Even when we got rained on, they sang and 
danced and cheered as if their hearts were bursting.  

I gained a new respect and admiration for the Polish peo-
ple. Their faith and steadfastness saw them through 
many dark years and brought us some great 20th-
century saints to light our paths, including St. John 
Paul II, St. Maria Faustina, and St. Maximilian Kol-
be, to name just a few. I had only recently started 
learning about the Divine Mercy, and to find myself 
at the very home of the Divine Mercy was one of 
the greatest blessings of all. 

I can’t begin to 
thank everyone 
enough for all your 
prayers and sup-
port for this pil-
grimage. To receive 
such love has been 
one of the most 
humbling experi-
ences of my life. 

 

Pope JPII’s chair 

The Diocese of Yakima  
WYD 2016 group 

A sister in the order that St. 
Faustina was in.    (The 
Sisters of Mercy) 

Above: Gotta have selfies with a 

Polish priest   

Left: Our group on the bus to 

meet our host families  

Right: The holocaust train car. 
 

Photos courtesy of Kimberlee Moon 

When we got to the outdoor vigil. This 

sea of people continues for miles. 

The beginning of the Pil-

grimage of Mercy entering 
the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 



Our group:  

Participants from Holy Spirit included 
Kimberlee Moon, Justin Moon, Alex 
Barany, Krista O’Neill, Celine and 
Ann Garcia (chaperone).  

Places:  

Knurów, Poland: We spent 5 days 
here in what was called the Days in 
the Diocese. We stayed in Polish hous-
es and ate too much delicious Polish 
food. Here we met new friends and 
were treated like family. We learned 
about their town, traveling to all the 
churches, bakeries, the fire station and 
even meeting their president, which is 
like our mayor. During our time there, 
we ate and played sports and activities 
with the community and learned 
about their culture and tried to learn 
Polish. The highlight here was seeing 
the light of God in all of these people, 
who opened their homes to brothers 
and sisters in Christ, even though we 
do not speak the same language. 

Kraków, Poland: We spent the re-
mainder of our time (10 days) here, 
although we traveled to many other 
places. We went to the Shrine of Di-
vine Mercy, which is where Jesus ap-
peared to St. Faustina. This vision is 
now the image of Divine Mercy of 
Jesus. We visited Pope John Paul II’s 
home town, Wadowice, and his muse-
um and church.  

Auschwitz Concentration Camps: We 
spent a day visiting two concentration 
camps (Auschwitz and Birkenau) that 
held Polish, Jews, Gypsies, Soviets and 
other prisoners of war. We got to walk 
the camps and see the memorials cre-
ated for these horrific events.  

Experiences:  

While we were at World Youth Day, 
we went on the Pilgrimage of Mercy. 
This took place at the Shrine of Divine 
Mercy, where we walked through the 
holy doors and visited the chapel of St. 
Faustina. Confession was incredible. 
Everyone got many opportunities to 
go to the sacrament of confession and 

experience the healing from it.  

One of the greatest tests of our 
strength and faith was the outdoor 
vigil. We walked more than 10 miles 
and slept outside under the stars that 
night. And had to walk back the next 
day. It was hot and tiring, but we 
made it and it was worth celebrating 
Mass with Pope Francis when we 
woke up.  

Lastly, we experienced so many differ-
ent cultures and met so many different 
people. It was cool to see how even 
though we don’t speak the same lan-
guage we all speak the language of 
our faith. We celebrated Mass in dif-
ferent languages too, but it was still 
the same Holy Mass we celebrate eve-
ry day. 

Pope sightings:  

There were many opportunities to see 
Pope Francis while we were at the 
World Youth Day events. When he 
first arrived, a few of us saw him com-
ing in on his pope mobile. We also 
saw him traveling across the city on 
the tram, which they shut down so 
that only he could ride it at the time. 
Pope Francis was also at all the major 
WYD events: the opening ceremony 
and Mass, chaplet of divine mercy, a 
couple talks, the “sleeping under the 
stars” outdoor vigil, and at the final 
closing Mass. 

Personal reflection:  

Going on this pilgrimage, I felt very 
blessed. I was a bit worried not know-
ing the language, but came to find 
everyone was very welcoming, even 
the security and officials. They really 
showed me the love of God through 
their actions.  

To me it was amazing to see how 
many Catholics there are in the world. 
The most incredible thing was having 
us all come together at one place, be-
cause we are all one big happy Catho-
lic family in the Church. I had never 
seen this many people in my life all in 
one place. It was mind blowing and 

honestly you had to see it to believe it.  

Our 17 days in Poland opened my 
mind to who we are as Catholics and 
the love we have for God and for each 
other. I experienced kindness, random 
bouts of joyfulness, love, peace, and a 
new sense of awe. The trip was not 
without pain, but even the pain 
brought us closer. The history we 
learned about, the current events of 
our world and personal suffering 
among the pilgrims showed me that 
through pain we are brought closer, 
become stronger and become more 
faithful.  

We are all very thankful for the experi-
ence of being able to travel to Poland 
as pilgrims of World Youth Day 2016. 
We would like to thank the parish and 
our family of parishioners for their 
prayers and financial support in all 
our fundraisers. This experience has 
touched us all and has really opened 
our hearts to sharing our faith and 
talents with our parish and communi-
ty. We hope to give back what we 
have been given and maybe even lead 
the next group of pilgrims to World 
Youth Day 2019 in Panama. 

by Cecilia Rexus              Scripture for Life Program 
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by Kimberlee Moon                  Highlights of WYD Trip 

From left, Alex Barany, Kimberlee Moon, 
Celine Garcia, Krista O'Neill, Justin Moon 
and Ann Garcia were part of a group 
from the Yakima Diocese that made a 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Poland 
last summer.          Photo courtesy Ann Garcia  



Choir Spotlight              
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When do you sing and rehearse?   

We sing at the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday night, as well as the 
Christmas Eve Family Mass and the Easter Vigil Mass. We also 
sing at other celebrations throughout the year. Our rehearsals are 
on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 p.m. 

What is your primary purpose?  

We believe that the role of music within the liturgy is to support 
and enhance what is happening on the altar. The primary role of 
our choir is to aid in prayer. We are not entertainment, and the 
congregation is never an audience. We all come together to pray 
together, and we hope that our musical selections enhance rather 
than distract from that. 

Speaking of that, how do you choose music?  

We try to plan our music out by seasons. We (Julianne Barnaby, 
Shirley Holt and myself) get together four or five times a year to 
plan out the next season. Generally this involves me on the com-
puter using four or five online sources, while Julianne and Shirley 
use several planning guides and indexes. I also have a database of 
all our music with suggested use and liturgical references for each 
song in addition to about 15 years of schedules to look back on.  

Our goal is to make sure that every piece of music sung reflects the 
themes and readings of that particular Mass. It’s a grueling pro-
cess, mostly because I can be a bit of a perfectionist and might 
have a touch of OCD about some things.  

The best feeling in the world is when someone tells us that they 
really appreciate how much the music enriched their spiritual jour-

ney during the Mass. Sometime we hit it on the nose, and some-
times I wonder what in the world were we thinking! 

Who can join the choir?  

We take anyone from sixth grade on up. A musical background is 
not necessary. All you need is a calling and a desire to serve God 
through music. As a musician, I firmly believe that anyone can 
sing – as with anything else it just takes time and practice.  Re-
hearsals are pretty mandatory, but for our school kids, school is 
more important so as long as they make the rehearsals before 
Mass, they can skip most of the Wednesday rehearsals. 

If singing isn’t your thing, we are also open to instrumentalist of all 
kinds. Over the years, we’ve had two flutes, recorder, tin whistle, 
several violins, clarinet, oboe, trumpet, several guitarists (electric 
and acoustic), cello and hammered dulcimer. We are always look-
ing for pianists as well. If you play it, we can use you! 

What else would you say about singing in a choir?  

I’ve been singing and playing with this choir for roughly 36 years 

now, and I can honestly and without a doubt say that this choir, and 

the wonderful family that we are, has given me more joy than any 

other group. Singing in a choir should never be frightening or in-

timidating. We don’t perform, we just pray … and all are welcome 

to pray with us. 

The Everlasting Man  
by G. K. Chesterton 
 

The Everlasting Man is G.K. Chesterton’s 
exploration of human history as it relates 
to Christianity.  Published in 1925, it was 
Chesterton’s deliberate response to H.G. 
Wells’ The Outline of History, which 
claimed that humans were merely highly 
developed animals and that Jesus Christ 
was just another admittedly charismatic 

figure. 

The book is divided into two parts. The first part, “On the 
Creature Called Man,” takes the evidence available at the 
time from ancient history, archeology and other religions to 
ask the question “What makes humans uniquely human?” At 
a time when social Darwinism was wildly popular, Chester-
ton writes about the uniqueness of both humans and the 
Christian faith.  

In the second part, “On the Man called Christ,” Chesterton 
challenges us to approach the Gospel with objective eyes. If 
we do this, he says we will see that this is not a work of plati-
tudes and parables. Instead, it shows us the life of a man 
who worked wonders, but spoke in riddles and rebukes. His 
teachings were as difficult to understand and accept during 

his time as they are now.   

He goes on to say that when you really study the teachings 
of Christ, it’s evident that teaching was not really why he 
came to live among us. Indeed, Christ claims that he is in-
deed God. But his story gets stranger still. When you look 
even further, you can see that all of Christ’s life is leading up 
to only one thing – the ultimate sacrifice – the Crucifixion. 
And even then, it doesn’t end. The Gospel does not end with 
the death of Christ. It ends with an empty grave, and God 
again walking in a garden, as on the first day of Creation. 

An unequivocal affirmation of Christian faith, The Everlasting 
Man is not an easy book to get through. Chesterton’s argu-
ments are brilliant, but I found myself needing to take some 
time to really think about what he wrote. But please don’t 
think that the book is dry and boring.  Chesterton writes with 
wit and humor, and in fact, this is the book that C.S. Lewis 
credits with guiding him from atheism to Christianity. Lewis 
later commented wryly, "A young atheist can never be too 
careful of his reading.”   

Beautiful, thought provoking and something that will chal-
lenge you to examine every aspect of your faith, this is a 
book that I will read many times over. 

5 questions for Amazing Grace Choir director Theresa Barnaby 

Book Review                  by Theresa Barnaby 



Former Holy Spirit parishioner Sr. Jordan Rose 
Rehder, along with six fellow novices, professed 
First Vows on August 22 on the Feast of the 
Queenship of Mary. The Sisters professed the 
three traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, along with a special fourth vow to pro-
tect and enhance the sanctity and dignity of every 
human life.  

Bishop Andrew Cozzens of the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis celebrated the Mass of Pro-
fession at Sacred Heart Parish in Suffern, NY. 
Following the Mass, a beautiful celebration was 
held at Annunciation, the Motherhouse for the 
Sisters of Life. Sr. Maria Cristina, Sr. Pia Jude, Sr. 
Cara Marie, Sr. Gabriela Maria Mega, Sr. Eliza-
beth Grace, Sr. Magnificat Rose and Sr. Jordan 
Rose celebrated with family and friends.  

My husband Joe and I, along with our children, 
Gabbie, Maddie, Nicole and Max, were able to 
attend the Mass and Reception in New York. At 
the conclusion of Mass, each sister received her 
apostolic mission. Sr. Jordan Rose was assigned 
to be part of the formation team at St. Frances de 
Chantal Convent in the Bronx. She and four other 
sisters will be working with the 15 new postulants 
who joined the Sisters of Life in early September.  

The postulants spend the year learning about reli-
gious life, studying, participating in the pro-life 
work of the sisters, and discerning God’s call. If 
you would like to learn more about the Sisters of 
Life and what they do, check out their website at 
www.sistersoflife.org.  

Sr. Jordan Rose would love to hear from her 
friends at Holy Spirit. Her address for this year is: 
Sr. Jordan Rose, SV, 198 Hollywood Avenue, 
Bronx NY 10465. 

by Charlene Rehder             Sr. Jordan Rose Rehder 
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First Vows: Former parishioner Sr. Jordan Rose professed her First Vows 
with the Sisters of Life on August 22 on the Feast of the Queenship of Mary. 

Former parishioner takes First Vows with Sisters of Life in N.Y. 

Rehder family: Sr. Jordan Rose Rehder was joined by her parents Joe and 
Charlene and siblings, from left, Nicole, Gabbie, Max and Maddie, at the 
celebration at Sacred Heart Parish in Suffern, N.Y.  
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The year 2004, however, threw me a 
curveball as I was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer at the age of 42.  It 
was found very early and not a death 
sentence, but I was shaken.  Sherry 
would say, “Don’t worry, the grim 
reaper isn’t knocking at the door,” 
and I would say, “Maybe not, but I 
think I see him coming up the street!” 
But for the first time, death become 
real to me, and it forced me to take 
account of my life and my faith. Did I 
truly believe what I claimed to be-
lieve? If so, it meant someday I would 
have to stand before the Lord and 
make an account of my life.   

I knew I needed to do more for Christ 
and His Church, but I am rather shy 
and introverted, and somewhat un-
comfortable in new situations.  Then I 
said a prayer; a very foolish prayer. I 
said, “Lord, I know I need to do more 
to serve you and your Church, but 
you know I am not that outgoing, so if 
you want me to do more, you’ll have 
to help me.”   

Days later, Joe Carson invited me to 
join the Knights of Columbus. A little 
later, Mary Beth Cassazza told me she 
needed help with the high school 
youth program. Well, I could hardly 
turn down the answers to a prayer! I 
thought that at worst I could be a de-
cent male role-model for high school 
boys, and at best, maybe I could im-
part a little of the Catholic knowledge 
I had spent the last several years accu-
mulating.   

Since that time, we have tried to build 
our nuclear family around our Church 
family. I have remained a member of 
the Knights, and have developed a 
fondness for scooping ice cream, even 
if Gene Cote thinks my scoops are too 
big!  For the last 12 years I’ve worked 
with high school youth, the last three 
as co-Life Teen coordinator with my 
wonderful brother in Christ, Russ 
Haffner. As the kids got older, we 
became lectors and extra-ordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist. I make an 

occasional guest appearance to do a 
teaching for the Rite of Christian Ini-
tiation for Adults.  And this non-
morning person looks forward to get-
ting up and meeting with his “Man-
Group” (Sherry’s term) at 6:30 a.m. 
every Thursday at The Local.  We 
drink a little coffee, read a little Bible 
or theology, share our faith, and enjoy 
a load of good friendship and camara-
derie. 

With a lot of grace, and help from 
family and friends, I continue to 
“strive to enter through the narrow 
gate.” 

(Continued from page 2) 

One Person’s Journey  



Deaths 
April 1, 2016  through  September 30, 2016 

 Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 
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Sacraments         
Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into the 
Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from   
April 1, 2016, through September 30, 2016 

 

Lidia Galilea Evangelista Torres 

Elsa Victoria Evangelista Torres 

Katharine Rose Konzek 

Ruby Viola DeVoir 

Andre Brice Downing 

Madison Elizabeth McDowell 

Kathy Elaine Nuckolls 

Paul Walkup 

Lillian Ellen Kenny 

Betty Mae Stevenson 

Leif Erickson 

Ralph Melvin Stevenson 

Evelyn Mae Rethford  

Benjamin Joseph Tucker 

Cynthia Dee Bosch Welch 

Paul Walkup 

Nancy Jane Thomas 

Elaine Mabel Zeiler 

Daniel Leo Gross 

John George Zwiener 

Donna Jean Hack First Holy Communion 

April 23, 2016 

Dulcenea Abella 

Hannah Ong Ashby 

Wyatt Beaton 

Matthew Driver 

Joel Erickson 

Forrest Hanson 

Ashton Jennings 

Isaiah Lemmon 

Marc Long 

Patrick Ly 

Danielle Mastaler 

McKenna Migas 

Jason Nava 

Natalie Przybylski 

Joshua Winiarski 

 

May 1, 2016 

Jordan Ripplinger 

Kai Ripplinger  

Karsyn Ripplinger 

Rylei Ripplinger 

Confirmation  May 08, 2016 

Dulcenea Abella 

Hannah Ong Ashby 

Wyatt Beaton 

Matthew Driver 

Joel Erickson 

Forrest Hanson 

Ashton Jennings 

Isaiah Lemmon 

Marc Long 

Patrick Ly 

Danielle Mastaler 

McKenna Migas 

Jason Nava 

Natalie Przybylski 

Joshua Winiarski 
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Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School 
 

St. Joseph School            $13,050.00 
Catholic Family & Child Services (Maternity & Parenting)        1,750.00 
Catholic Family & Child Services (Prepares)       500.00 
Tri-Cities Food Bank                 1,750.00 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students          1,750.00 
               

Out of Our Area Charities 
 

Catholic Relief Services                $6,236.50 
St. Labre Indian School               500.00 
Louisiana Flood Victims Assistance      1,226.00 

     Grand Total           $26,512.50 

     

Disbursements from  
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul 
 

Needy families who contacted Holy Spirit Office and the  
St. Vincent de Paul for help:   66 
 

 Total disbursement  to help people in need:     $8,775.83   
        

Plus the Special Collections:   
 

Campaign for Human Development        $1,454.00 
Catholic Home Missions              1,210.00 
Catholic Communication Campaign     2,311.00 
Peters Pence           1,950.00 
Archdiocese of the Military        1,377.00 
Operations Rice Bowl         2,568.81 
National Retired Religious Collections     2,120.00 
Yakima Retired Priests                        23,172.50 

   Total               $36,163.31 
   

Holy Spirit Charitable  
Donations  

Tithing Program  
April 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

Knights of Columbus 

A fiscal reflection on our first 25 years 
 
By Dave Konzek, Financial Secretary 
 

Holy Spirit's Knights of Columbus Council was chartered 
in 1991, and we have been blessed with some tremen-
dous fundraising opportunities over the years. The early 
years involved some humble fundraising activities, but 
those efforts grew significantly in 1996 when the Knights 
began scooping ice cream at the Benton-Franklin County 
Fair.  

Due to a large donation from a deceased Knight, the 
council was able to build (thanks to charter member Lar-
ry Cleveland and others) our own ice cream trailer in 
1998, and we have expanded our ice cream sales to in-
clude not only the fair, but the Water Follies as well. 

Around 1997, the council started in with the fundraising 
effort of sprinkler blowouts. Thanks to the generosity of 
Central Pre-mix we had air compressors to use on the 
weekends to get us started. A few years ago we pur-
chased our own compressors, and this greatly expanded 
the sprinkler blowout fundraiser. 

The council has been blessed with many generous do-
nations from the estates of deceased Knights, and we 
are grateful to their families for these donations. The 
council in turn has been generous. In the past 16 years 
the council has donated more than $250,000 to these 
areas: 

 Catholic schools: $44,000 

 Seminarian and religious support: $39,900 

 Miscellaneous donations to individuals and groups: 
$35,500 

 Church: $34,000 

 Culture of Life: $29,500  

 Special Olympics: $21,000  

 Adopt-a-Family: $18,500  

 Youth: $17,000 

 Catholic Family and Child Service: $13,900 
 

We look forward to many more years of fundraising and 
opportunities to support our community. 

Left:  Holy Spirit's Knights of Columbus council 
celebrated 25 years at a dinner in October. 
Charter members of the council include, from top 
left, Mark O'Brien, Larry Cleveland, Roger Willis, 
Marcel Bergeron, Gene Cote, Bill Zilar, Dennis 
Marks, and Bill Ziegler. 

Photo courtesy of Ken Wise 
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Parish, Knights supports rewarding  
India mission trip 

 

We would like to thank Holy Spirit Parish and Knights of Co-
lumbus for your overwhelming support of our first mission to 
India. We had an absolutely amazing experience, serving 
alongside the Sisters of Mary Margaret at the home for the bed
bound, Pope Paul Peace Home. The patrons of that home, 
though they can't care for themselves physically, possess hearts 
of pure gold. 
 

It was an honor and privilege to serve them. We also served at 
the adjacent school for the mentally handicapped  The Mercy 
Home. We are thrilled to announce that we were invited to 
return and will be pursuing this calling through yearly two-
week mission trips to India. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining or sponsoring us, 
please contact us at emillyk555@gmail.com. 

by Emilly and Andre Downing              India Mission Trip 

Emilly spends some time with Mary, a longtime patron of 
the Peace Home. Both she and Seby have been there since 
the home first opened. Mary is a very sweet woman who 
loves to pray and speaks a small amount of English, a fact of 

Andre helps Seby makes rosaries at the Peace home. 
Seby is paralyzed from the waist down as a result of 
an accident, but he uses his capable hands to make as 
many as 20 to 30 rosaries each day! 

Emilly and Andre Downing pose in the Trinitar-
ian chapel at the Ashram Seminary, where the 
priest who helped coordinate their trip lives. 



November 24, 9:00 a.m.       Thanksgiving Day Mass 
November 24, 2:00-4:00 p.m.    Thanksgiving Dinner 
December 8, 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.   Masses for Immaculate Conception  
December 11, 1:00 p.m.       Children’s Christmas Pageant 
December 9, 6:00 p.m.     Penance Service, St. Patrick Catholic Parish, Pasco 
(Spanish) 
December 13, 7:00 p.m.     Penance Service, Christ the King, Richland 
December 14, 7:00 p.m.     Penance Service, St. Patrick Catholic Parish, Pasco 
(English) 
December 15, 7:00 p.m.     Penance Service, St. Joseph Catholic Church 
December 19, 7:00 p.m.     Penance Service, Parish of the Holy Spirit 
December 21, 7:00 p.m.     Penance Service, St. Frances of Cabrini, Benton City 
December 24, 5:00 p.m., 10:30 p.m.    Christmas Eve Masses  
December 25, 9:30 a.m.       Christmas Day Mass   
December 31, 5:00 p.m.       Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Eve) Vigil Mass 
January 1, 9:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m.   Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day) Masses  
January 8, 9:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m.   Feast of the Epiphany Masses 
January 8, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.    Epiphany Party 

Upcoming Events 

VOICE OF THE SPIRIT 
Parish of the Holy Spirit 
7409 West Clearwater Avenue 
Kennewick,  WA  99336 
(509) 735-8558 
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