
From the Pastor 

Fifty Years a Priest 

 Since this year is my golden anniversary as a priest, Marjie Sloon asked if I would write an article for this 
edition on my experiences as a priest. Here goes. 

 I was born and raised in Yakima with two wonderful, faith-filled Catholic parents. My mom stayed at home 
to care for my sister and brother and me. My dad worked for the O.P.A. during World War II, administering the ra-
tioning of gas, sugar, tires, nylons, etc. After the war, he opened a business in concrete paving and building products. 

 During the elementary grades, I was a student at St. Paul’s School in Yakima, and there I met a priest who 
had a huge influence on my own vocation. His name was Fr. Tom Pitsch. I wanted to be like Fr. Tom, so I started 
seminary in my freshman year of high school at St. Edward Seminary, near Seattle. I received a fantastic education, 
finishing at St. Thomas Seminary, and I was ordained in May, 1962, at St. Paul Cathedral in Yakima. 

 My first assignment was as a teacher at Yakima Central Catholic High School and assistant pastor at Holy 
Family Parish in Yakima. A year later, Bishop Dougherty sent me to teach at the minor seminary in Cowiche, about 
ten miles northwest of Yakima. That lasted three years, then I became principal of Central Catholic High School. In 
1975, Bishop Nicolas Walsh asked me to join the staff at his office. I worked in administration at the diocesan level 
as Chancellor, Moderator of the Curia and Vicar General. During that same time, I served the parishes in Cowiche 
and Holy Family in Yakima, and I resided and helped out at the Cathedral. 

 In 1996, I left diocesan administration and became pastor of St. Andrew’s in Ellensburg. In June of 2002, I 
joined the staff at Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon where I served as a teacher, spiritual formation director and hu-
man formation director for five years. Then Bishop Carlos Sevilla asked me to come home and serve as pastor of the 
Parish of the Holy Spirit. 

 My life has been a happy one; God has been mercifully good to me throughout my 76 years, and I am deep-
ly grateful to Him. I have enjoyed my work throughout the years, and it has been wonderfully rewarding. After 20 
years in diocesan administration, I was happy to become pastor of St. Andrew’s Parish in Ellensburg. I enjoyed the 
variety of people there. It’s one of the older parishes in our Diocese, and people have a sense of their parish historical 
heritage, while the presence of the University there brought some well educated folks, some with quite progressive 
ideas. 

 Work at Mount Angel was very rewarding as well. I taught courses in preaching and ministry to the sick and 
dying, and I was privileged to meet individually with a group of seminarians on a regular basis to assist with their 
human and spiritual growth. 

 These recent years at Holy Spirit have been, I think, the happiest of my adult life. This parish is made up of 
so many terrific people. Serving this community is a great joy, and I am grateful to all the folks who have been so 
kind to me. Those who work closely with me have been a special blessing, and Fr. O’Shea has been a great help. God 
bless him. 

                    Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 
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One Person’s Journey                                  By Richard Conley 
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My name is Richard Conley.  My wife Kim and I have 

been married for 14 years and we have an 11 year old son, 

Jase.  I have two other children, both grown, Nachelle and 

Tyler.  I have been a firefighter for 23 years at the Hanford 

Fire Dept. 

Growing up, my father worked in construction as a crane 

operator on various dams, and my mother was a stay-at-

home mom.  Along with my three siblings, we would of-

ten make trips back to visit family in 

Arkansas whenever possible and stay 

at my great-grandmother’s Ozark ho-

tel.  I like to tell people I’m nothing 

more than a transplanted hillbilly.  My 

dad’s jobs took us early on from Ore-

gon, Washington, Montana, Colorado, 

and Missouri and finally back to 

Washington. 

Both of my parents were Christians, 

but I would not have known it.  My 

earliest recollection of anything relat-

ing to Christianity was when I was 

seven and my mother sent me to a 

summer Bible camp.  I fought her 

tooth and nail.  Thinking back, maybe 

that’s why she sent me.  It was funny 

though, because I really enjoyed it 

once I got there. 

As a young child I often would think about why I was 

here.  I always felt that there was something more, or that 

something was missing in my life.  My mother took my 

sister and I to a 

Christian church a 

couple of times 

when I was around 

12.  That was the 

last time I was to 

set foot in a church 

until I was seven-

teen, when a string 

of family deaths, 

starting with my aunt and then both grandparents and my 

great-grandmother, within about a two year period landed 

me in church for their funerals. 

Death became a reality, but at 17 I had plenty of life ahead 

and wasn’t concerned with trying to find any explanations.  

I spent the rest of my high school years partying with 

friends and caring little for anything else.  In 1978 we 

moved from Missouri back to Washington where my fa-

ther took a job at Hanford.  We settled in the Yakima Val-

ley at Grandview, and soon after I found work in various 

processing plants around the valley during corn, potato, 

and grape harvest and signed with various labor unions in 

hope that I could get a job at Hanford. 

At first it was difficult to make friends, but 

eventually I did and soon after I was back 

in the same old lifestyle I had left in Mis-

souri.  I finally landed a job at Hanford 

working as a laborer, but nothing really 

changed.  Life was all about having a good 

time.  The song “Everybody’s Working for 

the Weekend” seemed to be the embodi-

ment of my life.  Soon, though, I remember 

thinking, “What is my purpose in life?”  I 

wasn’t happy.  There seemed to be some-

thing missing, but I didn’t know what it 

was.  So I thought the next logical step 

would be to get married.  That’s what peo-

ple are supposed to do, right?  I thought this 

could fulfill my life.   

I won’t go into all the details of my first 

marriage and divorce other than to say it was one of the 

most difficult times in my life. 

It was during this time that I was first introduced to Jesus 

Christ.  It so happened that my father’s home care provider 

was a retired Baptist pastor who would come into the 

home three times a week.  Shortly thereafter I found my-

self on my knees in my front room with the pastor of the 

Baptist Church praying for Jesus to come into my life.  I 

thought I’d found what I needed.  I would go to church on 

Sunday and a few of us would regularly meet for Bible 

study.  I purchased a N.I.V. Study Bible and went to work.  

Starting with the Gospel of John, I started to learn about 

this good news.  Finally, for the first time I felt as though 

there was meaning and purpose in life. 

I was saved, baptized, and had my Bible, but after several 

months my interest in church started to fade away.  I was 

(Continued on page 10) 

I desperately desired this  

relationship with God  

that I hadn’t been able  

to fully find.  

Richard Conley with son Jase. 
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Living Until You Die 

My brother died last spring.  Going 
too fast, a moment’s distraction, 
tires in the gravel.  “Gone to Glory,” 
as my Methodist grandmother used 
to say. 

Losing my sibling, along with griev-
ing, brought my own mortality 
sharply into focus:  Someday I’m 
going to die.  We’re advised to make 
a will and have our last wishes 
spelled out.  The Bible admonishes 
us to “be prepared” morally because 
our death could come at any time, 
like “a thief in the night.”  We spend 
a lot of time, or we should, prepar-
ing for eternity.  And some of us, like 
my brother, ARE called early on. 

When I first met my friend Jan 
Beardemphl, many years ago, she 
used to tell me about conversations 
with her grandmother.  “How are 
you, Grandma?”  “Oh honey,” the 91 
year old would reply, “I’m just wait-
ing to die.”  I imagined Jan’s grand-
mother as having lived a good life 
and having her affairs in order. 

Fast forward many, many years and 
I spoke with Jan again about her 
grandma.  She had recently died at 
age 106.  106! I realized with a 
shock that Grandma had spent 
fifteen years “just waiting to die”! 

That stopped me in my tracks.  
The thought occurred to me:  Is 
that me? I need to be ready to die, 
but…oh my garsh…what if I live?  
What if I have forty more years to fill 
after raising my family?  What do I 
want THAT chapter to read like? 

When you’re raising a family the an-
swers are easier; you’re helping to 
shape the lives and moral com-
passes of young human beings.  But 
after the kids leave home, or retire-
ment looms, the vision might not be 

so clear.  What can I do to keep one 
day from melting into the next, 
moving without intention through 
the days, which become years be-
fore I know it? 

I decided I needed to refocus.  My 
new goal was to start living like I 
meant it!  When I latch on to an idea, 
I pounce around it like a puppy with 
a new chew toy.   

The first thing to come to mind was 
to sign up for Bible study.  I can say I 
did this to be virtuous and make use 
of my living days.  But…actually I 
was in Target when all the back-to-
school shopping frenzy had begun.  I 
don’t care how 
old I get or how 
long I’ve been 
out of school 
(let’s just say it’s 
been a few 
years) I get this 
urge to buy my 
supplies and get behind a desk in 
September.  Right then and there I 
decided, “Whatever class they’re 
offering at church this fall, I’m taking 
it.  Then of course, being in school, I 
qualify to buy new saddle shoes and 
a plaid skirt.”  So, truth be told, my 
interest in the Epistle of St. James 

was more fashion driven 
than anything else.  The 
Lord does, indeed, work 
in mysterious ways. 

Part of my problem is 
that I’m lazy.  I’d rather 

slouch on the couch and read a book 
than almost anything.  Part of me 
WANTS to slip unobtrusively into 
old-lady-hood.  Then I think of Jan’s 
grandmother “just waiting to die” 
and I have to get up and push myself 
UP the DOWN escalator of life. 

The late Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall said, “I have a 

lifetime appointment and I intend to 
serve it.  I expect to die at 110 – shot 
by a jealous husband!”  While his 
method of death is not to be ad-
vised, you get the point:  Live while 
you’re alive. 

Now, I know that simply taking a 
Bible study class isn’t going to sud-
denly change my life.  And maybe 
there is no grand gesture that will.  
Maybe… 

Maybe “living like you mean it” is 
like being in a good marriage:  It’s 
something you CHOOSE every day.  
Maybe you get up in the morning 
and ask yourself, “What small great-
ness is God calling me to today?”  
Every day I can be kind.  Every day I 
can have a listening ear, I can pray 
for the people who have asked me 
to pray for them, I can remember 
and pray for those who have no one 
else.  Every day, if I’m looking, God 
will present me with my purpose. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “Do 
your little bit of good where you are; 
it’s those little bits of good put to-
gether that overwhelm the world.” 

My world is a little itsy bitsy corner.  

But if I drop a pebble in the pond, 

how far will the ripples go?  If I have 

until tomorrow or until I’m 106, I 

pray that each day I will seek, find, 

and fulfill the purpose God sets be-

fore me, until I too have “Gone to 

Glory”.  



Religious Education/Faith Formation 
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Religious Education Preschool-8th—Pat Moore 

Faith Formation 9th –12th—Jennifer Moore 

Life Teen  Coordinators—Mike and Carol Gaulke 

SCRIP 
Thank you for your continued support of the scrip program!  The profits are used to benefit our youth activities, such as 

mission trips, camp, conventions, retreats. 

What is scrip you ask?  Very simply, the Youth Group purchases gift certificates for a variety of merchants at a discount 
and sells the certificates at face value.  You purchase at face value, spend at face value, and the difference is the profit for 

the Youth Group.  For example, if you pay cash for gas, here’s what $50 will do: 

 

  

Scrip makes great gifts, or can be used to purchase gifts!  It fits very easily into a card or envelope.  Scrip can be used for 
on-line purchases (i.e. Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, iTunes, Visa prepaid, etc.), and some scrip can be used at more 
than one merchant (GAP/Old Navy, Olive Garden/Red Lobster, Outback/Bonefish Grill, TJ Maxx/Marshall’s).  Albertson’s, 

Fred Meyer, and Safeway can be used in the store and at the gas pump. 

If you are going out of town, or need out-of-town gifts, visit unitedscrip.com to see a complete listing of available retailers.  

We would be happy to place an order for you, usually allow about a week to receive your order. 

So, think SCRIP for the holidays…and birthday gifts…and shopping…and craft projects…and home improvement pro-

jects…and eating out…and gas…and groceries…and traveling! 

Scrip is usually available after Sunday Masses, during Elementary Religious Ed classes, or during parish office hours. 

If you are the parent of a middle or high school youth, be sure to complete an order form when purchasing scrip.  The profit 

will then be credited to your family account to be used toward the cost of youth activities, conventions, and retreats. 

  

  

  

Merchant 

  

  

Purchased by Youth 

Group at discount of 

  

Dollar amount of 

gas you can pur-

chase 

Amount you con-

tributed to Youth 

Group (without 

spending any 

more!) 

Albertson’s 4% $50.00 $2.00 

Exxon 1.5% $50.00 $.75 

Fred Meyer 5% $50.00 $2.50 

Safeway 4% $50.00 $2.00 

Shell 2.5% $50.00 $1.25 



Dru Squires, coordinator for RCIA 

 Near the end of every 

summer, word goes out that 

the RCIA program will be 

starting soon. At that point, 

nobody knows who the Holy 

Spirit might be guiding to our 

church. But every time the 

RCIA program begins in Sep-

tember, there are people who 

have found their way to Parish 

of the Holy Spirit to begin 

their journey of faith. 

 Every year the program seems to attract more people 

than the year before. Last year Parish of the Holy Spirit wel-

comed six people into the church and this year there are 15 

people who have shown an active interest in the RCIA pro-

gram. Many people believe that most catechumens are spouses 

of active Catholics, but that isn’t necessarily true, according to 

Dru Squires, who has been the coordinator for Holy Spirit’s 

RCIA program for the past 10 years. She said it is amazing 

how the Holy Spirit works and guides people into the church. 

Many of them, she says, have come inquiring all on their own.  

As coordinator, she is in charge of leading the process and 

says she feels blessed to be part of something so special. 

 To be able to witness the Holy Spirit working in peo-

ple lives is such a blessing,  Dru said. “I love it!” 

 She has a devoted team that helps with the RCIA pro-

gram. They include Fr. Auve who is the spiritual leader, and  

Dave Blomberg, Richard Conley, Michelle Hall,  Deacon 

Ron Mertens,  LeeAnn  Perrault, Sherry Schroeder, and 

Roger Willis. Together they divide their duties and take 

turns teaching certain lessons to the group.  

 RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults and participants meet once a week for classes that 

teach them about the Catholic church as well as prepare 

them to join the church if they so choose. It is a 10-month 

long process, and can be longer, so it is an important com-

mitment to both the team leaders and catechumens and can-

didates. Besides the classes, there are also required retreats 

and a trip to Yakima to see the Bishop.  

 Dru says very few people decide not to join the 

church after they start the RCIA process, but they are never 

pressured. The first stage is a period of inquiry and the ses-

sions cover basic information about the Catholic faith and 

there is a focus on the Gospels and the history of the church. 

This is a time of invitation and there is no obligation involved.  

 The next step is the Rite of Acceptance where the 

RCIA candidates acknowledge their desire to continue the pro-

cess. The rite takes place at Mass and this year is scheduled in 

November. At this time, the catechumens will need sponsors – 

people who are committed to going through the RCIA program 

with them and who will help guide them on the rest of their 

journey.  

  Dru says our parish is so welcoming.  It’s the parish 

as a whole that does the evangelizing, not simply the RCIA 

team members.  She also said that once the RCIA candidates 

finish their program and receive their sacraments, they almost 

always become very active members of the parish. 

 She said she is always impressed by how faithful they 

are and how excited they are to belong to the parish. The 

RCIA program has many steps and requires a lot of time and 

reflection, but Dru says she loves being a part of the process. 

She especially wanted to acknowledge the people who came 

into the church last spring and wanted them to be recognized. 

They are Ryan Armatrout, Brett Bowden, Richard Conley, 

Amy Lynne Darling, Christyna Dunaway, Norma Howard and 

Joni Tiffany.   The Holy Spirit calls all who are involved in the 

RCIA process.  The current group continues to need prayers 

and sponsors who are willing to walk with them in their faith 

journey. 

Those wishing to help, please contact Dru at 551-2112.   

By Cecilia Rexus        Unsung Heroes 
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2012 RCIA candidates with Bishop Tyscon in Yakima. 
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Check This Out  Book Review             By Theresa Barnaby 

Mark Shea is the senior 

content editor for Catholic 

Exchange, and a very pop-

ular Catholic writer and 

speaker.  He is a regular 

contributor to the Catholic 

Register, and blogs at 

Catholic and Enjoying it. 

(http://www.patheos.com/

blogs/markshea/) 

 

 

 

In this book, Shea takes on the topic of the cor-

poral and spiritual works of mercy. According to 

the Catholic Encyclopedia, mercy is …“a virtue 

influencing one's will to have compassion for, 

and, if possible, to alleviate another's misfortune.”   

Sounds like a dry sort of read, but in actuality, 

this small book packs quite a powerful punch.  

Before reading this book, I’m not sure I could 

name you any of the works, corporal or spiritual, 

much less tell you how I can identify them in my 

life or share them with others. After reading this 

book, well, I’m still working on how to manifest 

them in my life, but I have a much better under-

standing of what they are! 

 

The book is not very large – only 144 pages of 

actual content, but it is a book that you will want 

to take some time reading.  There are 14 chap-

ters in all, one for each work of mercy.  Each 

chapter examines the work of mercy and defines 

it for the reader.  Shea then brings a bit of insight 

into each mercy, and gives motivation and exam-

ples to bring them into our own lives. It is well 

worth it to take some time after each chapter to 

do some personal prayer and reflection.  The 

chapters are just a few pages long each, but they 

pack a powerful punch. 

 

Sometimes the tone can get a bit preachy, but all 

in all I thought this was a very down to earth in-

troduction to a subject I’d not read that much 

about.  What I really like is the appendix in the 

back of the book.  Shea lists each of the works, 

and then a list of organizations that are devoted 

to that particular work.   

 

 

     The Corporal Works of Mercy: 
 

 •To feed the hungry;  

 •To give drink to the thirsty;  

 •To clothe the naked;  

 •To harbour the harbourless;  

 •To visit the sick;  

 •To ransom the captive;  

 •To bury the dead. 

 

     The Spiritual Works of Mercy: 
 

 •To instruct the ignorant;  

 •To counsel the doubtful;  

 •To admonish sinners;  

 •To bear wrongs patiently;  

 •To forgive offences willingly;  

 •To comfort the afflicted;  

 •To pray for the living and the dead. 

The Work of Mercy: Being the hands and heart of Christ  
by Mark P. Shea 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markshea/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markshea/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/1891903152/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books


Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into the Holy 
Spirit Parish Catholic Community from April 30, 2012  

through October 15, 2012. 
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Sacraments         
Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Isaac Osvaldo Garza Rodriguez 
Elyce Cruzita Rodriguez 
Mark Eligiusz Kaczynski 
Avery Marie Rodriguez 
Eleanor Jane Kippes 
Kannon Paul Cushing 

McKenna Joelle Cushing 
Gavin Charles Ball 
Kaylee Michelle Hui 
Rigoberto Rosendo Tejeda 
Gaij William Crawford 
Noa Daniel Sandoval 

Octavio Emillano DoValle 
Hailey Marie Snodgrass 

Deaths 
August 12, 2011 through April 30, 2012  
 Please pray for the souls of our deceased 

parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 

Richard Frank Bryant, Sr. 
Edethanne Geraldine Flynn 
John Simek 
Anthony J. Schimelfening 
Geraldine Barker 
George Williams 
Eva Slade 

Four Holy Spirit parishioners honored 

with Cardinal George Medallions 

By Dieter Bohrmann 

Holy Spirit was well-represented at the Cardinal George Medallion 

Awards ceremony held September 15 in Yakima. Our Parish award win-

ners included Larry Cleveland, Shira Wise, and Mike and Carol Gaulke. 

Hosted by the Central Washington Catholic Foundation, the awards gala, 

which is held every three years, honors individuals from throughout the 

Diocese of Yakima who exemplify the Catholic ideals of stewardship 

through generosity of time, talent and treasure. Award recipients are se-

lected by a committee of Foundation trustees who review each candi-

date’s active involvement within his or her parish, community and the 

Diocese. 

Before being appointed Archbishop of Chicago in 1997, Cardinal George served as the Bishop of the Yakima Diocese from 1990-

1996. The Medallion is named in his honor because of his strong support for stewardship and his leadership by example during his 

time as Bishop. 

Larry was nominated for the Cardinal George honor by Father Auve for the myriad ways he shares his time and talents. From his 

service with the Knights of Columbus to his support of daily Masses to general maintenance around the church, Larry supports the 

Parish in a variety of ways. In his nomination form, Father Auve wrote that, “Whenever something needs to be done around the Par-

ish, Larry is the person who comes to mind to help … (and) he is willing to share his wealth of experience to anyone in need.” 

(Continued on page 11) 

RCIA  

Easter Vigil, April 7, 2012 

We rejoice with those who were welcomed into the Catholic Church  
through the RCIA program  

Bret William Bowden  Christyna Marie Dunaway 

Norma Jean Hayward  Ryan Howard Armatrout 

Richard Dave Conley  Amy Lynne Darling 

Joni Michel Tiffany 
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taught that once a person is saved you cannot lose your sal-

vation, so I thought, “What’s the purpose of going to 

church?” I finally quit going for several years. 

In 1996 my oldest son Tyler, who was five years old, was 

diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumor, and again I found 

myself turning back to God for help, pleading to God, mak-

ing promises that of course I was never able to keep.  Then 

in 1998 my father died.  I spent several days with my father 

before his death and during this time I found myself draw-

ing closer to God again.  After my father’s death I began 

reading the Bible and listening to Christian programs in the 

mornings while driving to work, contemplating the mystery 

about God. 

During this period of conversion (one of many) I returned to 

church and attended First Baptist Church in Richland and 

Bethel Church, but after some time I began to lose interest 

and started church shopping.  I would frequently listen to 

Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel on the radio and was mes-

merized by his knowledge of scripture and his grass roots 

openness to people.  So my next logical stop was to the Cal-

vary Chapel.  I was totally sold on the whole Calvary Chap-

el movement and eventually started taking distance learning 

classes through Calvary Chapel Tri-Cities.  Still searching, I 

quit after a few classes and looked for other affordable dis-

tance learning.  I finally settled on a certificate program in 

biblical studies form Kings Evangelical Divinity School in 

the U.K.  My relationship with God took on a whole differ-

ent dimension.  I started to read everything I could get my 

hands on pertaining to theology.  I read “The History of 

Christianity: the First Three Thousand Years” by Diamaid 

MacCulloch. I decided that I had to get back to the roots of 

Christianity, or at least to the Reformation.  This was a big 

step for me and I was pretty confident that the Lutheran 

Church would be the best fit.  I was initially impressed at 

the reverence and structure of the Lutheran Church and 

soon I found myself studying The Book of Concord and 

learning all I could about Luther’s theology.  I felt that I 

was headed in the right direction. 

During this time I had changed work shifts and found my-

self with a co-worker named John Castona, who I knew was 

a Catholic. We would often have long discussions on vari-

ous religious topics even though we didn’t agree on every-

thing.  I noticed that there was a particular difference in 

John.  He had a certain firm confidence in his faith that I 

didn’t have.  I would see him reading the daily readings on 

the computer in the mornings. He saw God and man in a 

totally different relationship than I did coming from a 

Protestant background.  His God was a loving, merciful 

God that was present in his life, and in his family.  There 

was something about John that was unique; he seemed to 

have this inner peace that was missing in my life.  It was 

something real and tangible, but I couldn’t understand it 

other than I knew it was something I wanted too. 

As time went by I began to discern the possibility of becom-

ing a Catholic myself.  At some point in this process I began 

to believe that the Catholic Church was the true Church that 

Christ had built upon Peter. Although I was reluctant to pur-

sue the thought totally, it kept coming back and it wouldn’t 

stop.  I eventually called Ross Ronish, the director of RCIA 

at Christ the King, and initially came away disappointed, 

finding out that Kim and I would have to apply for an an-

nulment of my first marriage. I thought this would be too 

much to ask of her.  I was afraid she wouldn’t understand or 

agree to something like this.  Two years went by and I kept 

trying to justify the reasons why I shouldn’t take this step 

forward, all the while deep inside I was longing for what I 

knew felt right.  I kept thinking to myself:  Maybe there is a 

reason why the Catholic Church is still here; maybe they 

have it right after all; and why are there so many other de-

nominations?  These questions kept surfacing over and over 

again.  All I knew was that I wanted to have a close, pas-

sionate relationship with God that I found lacking in all the 

other churches I had been to previously. 

I found myself watching The Journey Home on EWTN 

about how others had taken the step forward toward the 

Catholic Church.  They would talk about the Real Presence 

of Christ in the Eucharist and the Sacraments, things that as 

a Protestant I was unfamiliar with.  Even though their jour-

neys were different, they were identical in that they were all 

seeking something that they couldn’t find as a Protestant, 

and I could totally relate.  I knew that regardless of whether 

I would be granted an annulment or not, I needed to make 

this leap of faith. I desperately desired this relationship with 

God that I hadn’t been able to fully find.  I had made up my 

mind! 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 11) 

One Person’s Journey 
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Kim and I were at a restaurant one evening having pie and 

coffee when I broke the news to her.  I said, “I want to be-

come a Catholic and bring up Jase as a Catholic also.”  We 

talked about it and she was very understanding.  She was 

concerned with moving Jase around to different churches, 

which was a major concern as well for me.  But I wanted to 

give him something that I never gave my other two chil-

dren, and I was 100 percent convinced this was the right 

thing to do.  There was no question in my mind. 

In February 2011, I set up an appointment with Father 

Auve and to this day I don’t know why I chose the Parish 

of the Holy Spirit; it had to be that the Holy Spirit chose 

me.  I told him that I wanted to become a Catholic.  Father 

Auve coordinated with Roger Willis to be my sponsor.  

That same day I received a call from Roger wanting to 

meet with me.  Jase and I started attending Mass right 

away.  In August 2011, I started RCIA.  There I was able to 

learn about our faith and experience it together as a com-

munity.  I have never been part of such a wonderful experi-

ence as this.  I’m so thankful for the RCIA team and spon-

sors and Holy Spirit. 

Jase was baptized on St. Patrick’s Day, I came into full 

communion with the Church that Easter, and a week later 

Jase received his First Communion.  I finally found what 

had been missing in my life.  I found my home.  Jesus had 

been there all along in the Church he founded upon Peter; it 

just took me awhile to find him.  

(Continued from page 10) 

Shira received a nomination from Shelly 

Bohrmann for her work in Natural Family 

Planning. Shira developed and founded the 

first NFP clinic in our area at Lourdes 

Medical Center in Pasco. She has also 

spent the past several years teaching the 

Creighton Model to married couples 

throughout the Diocese and has prepared 

many other women from all over the 

Northwest to teach this method. “Shira's 

dedication and commitment to this im-

portant ministry is inspiring,” says Shelly. 

“She has an amazing ability to communi-

cate the beauty and logic of NFP and is 

truly doing God's work as she encourages 

couples to embrace this important teaching 

of the Church.” 

Gail Everett, in her nomination of Mike 

and Carol, recognizes them as, “a very 

dedicated husband and wife team who give 

an incredible amount of time to Holy Spirit 

Church, its members and especially its 

youth.” Among many other things, Mike 

and Carol serve as leaders on the Life Teen 

Core Team, the Confirmation Team, and 

Young Neighbors in Action, as well as 

being chaperones on the World Youth Day 

trip to Spain last year and supporting fund-

raisers for youth group activities year-

round. Carol is also very involved in Holy 

Spirit’s music ministry, and she and the 

other members of the band have turned the 

Sunday evening music program “into a 

hand-clapping, foot-tapping musical per-

formance,” writes Gail. “Most times, the 

congregation does not exit the church after 

Mass until the music stops and the ap-

plause ends.” 

Congratulations to Larry, Shira, Mike and 

Carol for receiving this well-deserved hon-

or, and thanks for all of your service to 

Holy Spirit. 
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Fall Cleanup—November 17th @ 9am-12pm 

XLT—December 5th and January 2nd  

Thanksgiving Day Mass—November 22nd @ 9am 

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive—Friday, December 7th from 1—6pm 

Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass—December 7th @ 7pm 

Masses for Immaculate Conception—December 8th @ 9am and 6pm 

Children’s Christmas Pageant—December 9th @ 2pm 

Christmas Eve Masses—6pm and 10:30pm 

Christmas Day Mass—9am 

Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Eve) Vigil Mass — 7pm 

Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day) — 9am 

Feast of the Epiphany Vigil Mass—January 5th @ 6pm 

Feast of the Epiphany—January 6th @ 9:30am and 5:30pm 
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