
From the Pastor 

A JOYOUS DAY for Ron Mertens (and other matters)! 
 

O n Saturday, September 25, at 10:00 a.m., at Holy Family Church in Yakima, Bishop Carlos Sevilla ordained 

Ron Mertens of our parish as a deacon. Many know that Ron is a generous worker here at Holy Spirit. He helps 

with preparation for liturgy almost every weekend, and teaches weekly in our elementary religious education pro-

gram. Being a fine chef, Ron is almost always in the kitchen of our parish community center, preparing and serving 

delicious meals any time he can help. He is always available to help with maintenance of our buildings. The word, 

“deacon” means a servant, and Ron serves us most generously. Jesus urged all of us to be servants just as He was. 

With the graces of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, Ron will continue and even expand his service to our parish. Con-

gratulations, Ron. God bless you and thank you for all you do for this parish. 

Meetings of those interested in examining the possibility of joining the church and our parish have begun. These 

Thursday (7:15 p.m.) meetings are also good for Catholics who wish to learn more about their faith or return to active 

practice of the faith. Just show up in the classroom of the parish community center. Are you aware of family mem-

bers, friends or acquaintances who would benefit from these weekly gatherings? Invite them, bring them to the first 

meeting or two. It’s not too late to start. Don’t let fear keep you quiet! 

Children and youth are invited to participate in our religious education and youth ministry offerings. Pre-school 

through grade 5 classes are on Tuesday afternoons at 3:45. Middle and high school youth begin with Sunday evening 

Mass at 5:30, then dinner and a gathering from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. I hear nothing but good reports from parishioners; 

our young people have a great time and they learn the faith! Parents have the principal responsibility of passing on 

the faith to their children, and our staff and volunteers are here to help. 

Saturday evening and Sunday Masses are an opportunity for all of us to praise God together. The church asks us to 

set aside our preferences and other options to make sure we gather together and pray, not individually, but together. 

Each Sunday, you might say, is a little Easter, a celebration of our redemption by Jesus Christ. We owe God every-

thing good in our lives; it’s all a gift. Can we pass up an opportunity to praise and thank Him? Without consistent 

weekly participation in the Eucharist, our life in Christ begins to grow weak, our love deteriorates, and our spiritual 

life begins to fall apart. That’s the reason the Church considers participation in a weekend Mass a serious obligation 

unless some serious reason excuses us. 

       --Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 
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One Person’s Journey                                  By Carl Rombaugh 
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W hen asked to write my faith journey story for the 

“Voice of the Spirit,” I instantly thought the pro-

verbial “why me?”  This kind of stuff is not exactly my 

strong suit.  Who would want to read what I had to write?  

There are many others out there with much more interest-

ing journeys and probably much better at putting their sto-

ries down on paper!  Then I started to recall all those sto-

ries in the Bible that start out with people questioning 

God’s request to do something with their own “why me?”  

So I don’t know the answer to my own “why me” ques-

tion, but God must have his reasons, so here goes! 

I was born in Los Angeles in 1946 to parents that were 

pretty typical for that era.  My dad was just getting out of 

the army after serving in WWII and starting a career as a 

machinist, and my mom stayed at home raising me and my 

two younger sisters.  They were not regular church-goers 

but they had me baptized as an infant at Fort Winfield 

Scott Chapel in San Francisco.  When my sisters and I 

were old enough, they made sure that we went to Sunday 

School on a fairly regular basis.  Some of that teaching 

tended to dwindle away after just a few years because I did 

not have a strong faith basis, but it did help to formulate a 

sense of right and wrong and also an awareness of the 

presence of God in our world. 

Probably another factor in my childhood faith journey was 

my belonging to the Boy Scouts in that they encourage 

good Christian values, too.  In fact I had to do a Sunday 

service project in order to receive my “God and Country” 

award.  I based it on the story of the soldier who had no 

Bible and so he used his deck of cards to remember stories 

in the Bible.  This is based on 

a true story - in fact the sol-

dier was brought before his 

commanding officer for being 

disrespectful in church.  It 

was a story that always 

touched my heart.  In retro-

spect, I can see that God was 

still touching my heart even 

though I was not attending 

church at the time. 

Life pretty much just continued on with family, school and 

all those things kids typically do.  Little did I know that 

my journey would continue in a totally unexpected way 

when I became an adult out in the world.  The computer 

company that I worked for sent their employees back to 

the home office in St. Paul, MN for training purposes.  It 

was there that I met Fran, who was later to become my 

wife.  She was raised Catholic by very devout parents.  I 

knew nothing about this faith and didn’t know if her dad 

would approve of her marrying someone not of the faith.  

Thank goodness her dad thought I was an OK person.  She 

and her parents, of course, wanted us to get married in the 

Catholic Church.  Back in 1974, they didn’t require pre-

marital classes.  All I had to do was talk to the priest for 

about 30 minutes and we were set to go. 

After the wedding, she moved to L.A. with me, but we 

didn’t live there long, as my company transferred me to 

Portland, OR.  We were busy newlyweds with busy work 

schedules trying to adjust to a whole new area with no 

family around for support.  Then to top it all off, our first 

daughter was born three weeks before our first anniver-

sary.  Life was totally full.  God just slipped further and 

further from either of our minds. 

We moved to the Tri-Cities in December of 1980.  Life 

continued to be all about work and play.  We had our sec-

ond daughter in 1985 (eleven years after the first one - 

God’s time is not our time!)  When she was about seven 

years old, my wife started seeking out God again.  She 

didn’t push me into it but started seeking out different 

churches to see what they had to offer.  She often tells me 

that every time she drove past the Catholic Church with 

the yellow roof, it just seemed to keep calling her.  So she 

returned to her faith roots.  She seemed very happy with 

her decision and became involved in several different min-

istries.  She continued not to push me, but encouraged me 

to help with several of the projects she happened to be in-

volved with.  I guess gradually I started to feel more com-

fortable in the church environment. 

A couple of years ago she started encouraging me to go 

with her to church on Sundays, which I did occasionally.  

Our friends, Emma and Troy also started encouraging me 

to go.  At first I would only sit in the very back seats so 

maybe no one would notice that I didn’t know what to do.  

Gradually Fran and my friends started encouraging me to 
(Continued on page 13) 

In retrospect, I can 

see that God was 

still touching my 

heart even though I 

was not attending 

church at the time. 



By Marjie Sloon                                                                Marjie’s Corner 
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THE MOTHER-IN-LAW 

M y number one daughter has 
been married for four years 

now and if I’ve learned anything 
in that time, it’s that there is a 
fine art to being a good mother-
in-law.  I’ve found that it really is 
on-the-job training and not all 
just good intentions.  A sense of 
humor is also an asset.  Good 
intentions I have but I still man-
age to put one toe over the line 
now and then. 

On my first trip to visit my 
daughter and son-in-law in Flori-
da, six weeks after their wedding 
(which, looking back, may have 
been a smidge early for a week 
long mother-in-law visit) I 
planned to take them out for a 
nice dinner one night.  My 
daughter and I dressed up.  Un-
beknownst to me, she had al-
ready mentioned to her new hus-
band that he might want to wear 
something other than shorts and 
a T-shirt, but after a long day of 
studying he was tired and had 
chosen not to change.  As we 
were getting ready to leave and I 
saw his attire, I asked, “Are you 
going with us?”  He answered 
yes and I said, “Well, you better 
go change your clothes!”  I saw 
him give his little wifey a mean-
ingful look (glare?) and he duti-
fully went and changed his 
clothes.  Mother-in-law moment 
number one.  I made a mental 
note to, in the future, respect the 
chain of command.  Clearly, I 
was not at the top. 

Cell phones are great.  Being 
able to talk to my daughter so 
often made being far apart toler-
able.  Sometimes we would go 
“virtual” shopping together.  She 
would shop, call me, and tell me 
what she was looking at or trying 
on, sometimes snap a picture of 
an outfit with her camera phone 

and send it instantly to me and 
ask my opinion.  
It would be fun, 
but requiring 
many interrup-
tions with “Hey, 
let me call you 
back”.  After one 
such excursion, 
my favorite son-in-law was later 
scrolling through her phone look-
ing for a number, and said, “You 
talked to your mother NINE times 
today?”  I chuckle when I imag-
ine the look of disbelief on his 
face. 

After four years of bi-annual, 
week-long visits from the in-laws 
– both his AND hers – the young 
couple undertook a cross-country 
trek to move from Miami to 
(hallelujah!) Spokane.  My 
daughter set me up with a pro-
gram on my computer to be able 
to watch their progress across 
the U.S. via a GPS in her cell 
phone.  I saw on my computer 
screen a tiny picture of her smil-
ing face with an arrow pointing 
to her exact location on a map.  
Her intention was to entertain me 
while I waited as they drove ever 
closer to Home.  What she didn’t 

count on was 
my phone 
calls…”Why 
aren’t you 
moving?  
You’ve been 
in one place 
for sixteen 

minutes!” 

“Oh no…Mom, we have to stop 
for gas!  Are you stalking us?” 

Noooo! 

…Yeees! 

In my defense, as soon as Miami 
was in their rear-view mirror I 
became oh-so-eager for them to 
get here, like a physical longing.  

I missed her more once they 
were on the road than I did not 
seeing her for six months. 

On their way they stopped in 
Georgia for a friend’s wedding.  
Or should I say a southern belle’s 
five-day-event full of lunches, 
dinners, manicures, poolside 
lounging, parties, gator chasing 
(for the fellows), rehearsal, and 
finally – if anyone was left stand-
ing – the wedding itself.  It was a 
fabulous, fairytale wedding, and 
as my daughter waxed on and on 
about how wonderful it all was, I 
saw dollar signs ka-chinging be-
fore my eyes.  Let me just say 
how grateful I was that her own 
simple church wedding was al-
ready behind us.  My son-in-law 
admitted he shared my senti-
ment.  It was a bonding moment 
between us. 

Now that they’re there, the kids 
are really liking Spokane.  The 
area offers a lot of activities that 
they enjoy doing.  My favorite 
son-in-law says it has an addi-
tional feature that is attractive to 
him:  It’s far enough away from 
family that they can’t just drop 
in, yet close enough that when 
they do come for a visit, they 
don’t have to stay for a whole 
week! 

In a few short years he’ll be done 
with his medical training and 
they’ll be able to pick a town that 
they want to live in and put down 
roots.  I am quite subtle, I’m 
sure, about singing the praises of 
the Tri-Cities.  Did you know 
Kennewick was recently listed as 
one of the top ten cities in the 
U.S. as best places to live and 
raise a family?  (Hint, hint.) I’ve 
started my own list of reasons for 
them to live in the Tri-Cities.  I’ve 
shared the number one reason 

(Continued on page 13) 



Youth Return from Summer Mission Trips with YNIA 
By Rebecca Casazza 

 

     YNIA or Young Neighbors in Action is a nationwide organization that provides high 
school students with opportunities to attend missions throughout the country.  In the 
summer of 2009, Holy Spirit sent a team to a YNIA mission in Yakima, WA.  The team 
spent a week there, painting houses and learning about the dignity of the human being.  
This last July, Holy Spirit sent two groups out: one to Yakima, WA and one to Great 
Falls, MT.  In Great Falls, second year missionaries: Jonathon Lee, Katie Mackie, 
Amanda Montgomery, Kelsie Miller, and Rebecca Casazza and two chaperones: Pat 
Moore and Larry Casazza were sent to Park Place Nursing Home to assist nurses in 
the Alzheimer’s ward.  They also performed landscaping and maintenance activities 
around the grounds of the nursing home including tearing down an old fence and recy-
cling the lumber to make several garden benches that were distributed throughout 
the Great Falls area.  The team especially enjoyed spending time with the patients in 
the ward.  In Yakima, five missionaries: Aaron and Brett Konzek, Jonathon Lee, and 
Lexi and Breanna Basch and two chaperones: Jennifer Moore and Dan Mauss spent 
their week painting houses and growing in their relationships with each other and with 
God.  YNIA teaches that helping the less fortunate is good, but not enough.  They 
teach that as children of God we need to care about them, not just for them.  We 
need to take the time to really see who the less fortunate are and to have compassion 
and empathy for them and the situations they are in.  Holy Spirit hopes to continue to 
send groups out to these and many other locations to carry out the work of God’s 
church. 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 
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Religious Education Preschool-8th—Pat Moore 

Faith Formation 9th –12th—Jennifer Moore 

Life Teen  Coordinators—Mike and Carol Gaulke 

Scripture Study in the High Schools??  YES!! 
By Rebecca Casazza 

 

     Y.E.S. begins its third year as the choice scripture study in high schools through-
out the Tri – Cities! 
 

     Y.E.S. or Youth Engaging Scripture is a program students at Southridge and Kamia-
kin have been using for two very enjoyable and successful years.  It teaches students 
how to reflect on and interpret scripture passages and illustrates how God speaks to 
us through His Word.  Once a week students meet in a classroom to read and discuss 
the Gospels for the coming Sunday.  They pray and eat together; sharing a meal the 
way Jesus and his followers did, offering up their weeks’ joys and tribulations to the 
Lord.  Y.E.S. provides a wonderful Christian environment for students to relax and 
grow in their relationships with one another and with our God.  Y.E.S. is open to any 
who would like to attend – Bibles are provided and pizza is delivered the first meeting 
of every month.  Kamiakin meets in Mrs. Razor’s room every Wednesday at lunch and 
Southridge meets in Mrs. Privette’s room every Tuesday.  All are welcome to come and 
find out what Y.E.S. is all about!  God bless! 

Camp Breakaway 
By Bridget Hohl 

    Camp Breakaway is summer fun 
for Middle School kids at Camp 
Koinonia in Cle Elum.  The camp 
might seem like any other camp.  
There is a pond, cabins to sleep in, 
and a lodge for eating and gather-
ing.  We do many activities such as 
crafts, hiking, field games and even 
have a campfire.  But Camp Breaka-
way is not just an ordinary summer 
camp. It is a Catholic camp that 
helps us to learn to share our faith 
with others.  We grow closer to 
God, as well as our friends, through 
singing, acting, and reading Bible 
scriptures.  Fr. Auve even came to 
camp to celebrate Mass with us.  
The counselors-in-training (C.I.T.s), 
mostly teens from Holy Spirit, are 
entertaining and they help to make 
everyone’s experience enjoyable.  
Our counselors lead us to share our 
faith experiences with the others, 
which is a great way to meet new 
people.  The camp staff is very 
friendly and the cooks know how to 
please the campers stomachs with 
wonderful meals.    

    This was my second time attend-
ing Camp Breakaway.  This year I 
got to know that one of our leaders, 
Carol Gaulke, is a very, good nurse.  
While I was at camp I stepped into 
a bees nest and got my first, sec-
ond, third,…, seventh sting.  Mrs. 
Gaulke was so kind and caring that I 
was feeling better in no time and 
back to camp activities.   

    Take a great camp and add some 
great people who love God and want 
to share it with our youth, and you 
have Camp Breakaway. 

Religious Education and Faith Formation classes 
have begun.  Please contact the office to register. 



Good and Faithful Servant 

 

F ellow parishioner Larry Merk has been a vital team member 
of Habitat for Humanity since the local affiliate was estab-

lished in 1993. He currently serves as the Crew Chief for the 
Monday and Friday crews, and is one of the original group that 
started this program in the Tri-Cities. He has extensive 
knowledge of how the organization works and it's mission of 
partnership that has resulted in home ownership for 63 families.  
 

Larry had heard of Habitat for Humanity and read a newspaper 
article in 1993 about an organizational meeting which was go-
ing to be held at All Saints Episcopal Church. Over fifty interested attendees were divided into committees; 
Larry joined the Building Committee. He is the only member of that original committee still volunteering. He 
has served in a leadership position for these past 17 years.  
 

Larry was drawn to the concept of neighbors helping neighbors. “Habitat for Humanity is a cool idea in that 
it's about helping people, but it's not a welfare program. There are strict criteria for eligibility. A family must 
have a desperate need for safe housing; have a willingness to partner by volunteering 500 hours of sweat equi-
ty, and must have the ability to pay the interest free mortgage. The ability to pay means that the future home-
owner must be employed, fall within the income guidelines, have a good credit record, and be a legal resident 
of the United States. It says a lot about the character of the families who qualify. There have been no defaults 
on any of the 63 locally completed homes.” One of the crew members working recently was volunteering on a 
house to complete the 200 hours required before construction of his home could start. Larry was as pleased as 
this man about the skills being learned, and about the bright future for the family getting house number 64!  
 

There are currently four crew chiefs who work with a paid staff member of the local affiliate, Habitat for Hu-
manity Tri Cities. Many regular volunteers have served as crew chiefs in the past. In speaking of his fellow 
volunteers, Larry says, “Obviously those who come weekly are very caring people. They come on their own 
time to help others so they are really people of faith.” There is always a need for volunteers, especially those 
who have carpentry experience. Larry had helped his brother in law build a home and wanted to learn more 
about construction. He said, “Life is a long learning opportunity so why not learn something new.”  He is now 
both an experienced builder, and a generous teacher to others just starting this process.  
 

While most volunteers are males, many women help regularly. There have been a few homes built by predomi-
nantly “women crews.” Larry was recently informed that the Catholic Daughters of Washington State have 
donated the money needed to sponsor a home and the site will be here in Tri Cities. Construction will start next 
May and the local coordinator will be Mary Blomberg of Holy Spirit Parish. 
 

More information about Habitat for Humanity can be found at the local website: www.habitatbuilds.com. 

By Kathy Willis                                                                                    Unsung Heroes 
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 Jarabacoa, Dominican Republic  

June 30th - July 12, 2010 

                                                 

 I 
t must have been divine intervention that 

brought nineteen eager missionaries, span-

ning three generations, together from various 

congregations from the Tri Cities, Seattle and 

Spokane.  My daughter Cassandra, age 21, son 

Christian, age 15 and I were blessed and hon-

ored to go help build patio shelters for the pur-

pose of holding catechism for the children in 

conjunction with Mass for 

the adults at Salesianos 

Retreat Center.   

 

 The Salesianos Retreat 

Center was built in follow-

ing with the Mission for 

their Patron Saint Don 

Bosco.  The focus is to 

minister to the at risk 

youth of Jarabacoa and vi-

cinity.  This includes other 

charitable organizations to 

support health and family 

wellness centered around 

the values of the Catholic 

faith.  It was so amazing to see a whole commu-

nity held together by this mission for over 40 

years and holding strong.  On the first Sunday 

we were blessed to partake in the Mass com-

memorating 150 years of the ministry of Don 

Bosco.  This meant that his relics had traveled 

from Italy to the Dominican Republic displayed 

in a special glass casket. The moving celebra-

tion was complete with multiple youth presenta-

tions and festivities.  It was at this event that 

over 1000 rosaries donated by the Knotty Ladies 

of Holy Spirit Parish were blessed by Padre Pan-

cho and handed out. Padre Pancho also took a 

moment to present our mission group and the 

intent for our visit to all in attendance.  What a 

beautiful welcome and acknowledgement we 

received.   

 One of our missionaries was Dr. Darin Eckert 

from Rockwood Clinic in Spokane.  He and I, a 

home health registered nurse, served as a medi-

cal team.  Donated medical supplies proved es-

sential to the free medical care we provided to 

the extremely poor. We were guided by a young 

internist, Dr. Kelvis Acosta, to treat some pa-

tients in the local family clinic and the small ru-

ral hospital.  We felt we made the most impact 

when we saw patients either in their home set-

tings or when transported to "the campo" or the 

mountain villages, where folks with debilitating 

illness, such as arthritis or congenital anoma-

lies, are prevented from enduring the trip into 

town to seek routine care.   

  One of the many things I 

learned from this trip is 

that no matter from what 

perspective you see it, we 

are all one.  The generosi-

ty of many at Holy Spirit 

Parish, through their pray-

ers, their donations of 

school supplies, tooth-

paste and toothbrush-

es, Spanish prayer cards, 

bibles and ROSARIES, all 

helped the wonderful peo-

ple of Jarabacoa know that 

we care.  We packed nine 

cases (50 lbs each) of donated supplies.   Thank 

you all!  I pray God blesses your generosity and 

charity twice fold. Without your support, well 

wishes and prayers, the impact for our mission 

would not have been as great.  Imagine all the 

healthy smiles and the inspiration of those pre-

cious minds to prosper in their education.  I 

have since received a letter from a very special 

nun, Sister Sor Lilian Moscoso FMA, sending 

special greetings and telling me she has beauti-

ful memories and much admiration for all we 

did.  She expresses her sincere gratitude and 

vows to keep us in her prayers.  She wrote 

"Jesus does not leave unpaid, not even a glass of 

water that is given to the poor in His name." 

 I gained so much from this ministry through my 

new-found relationships. I could see God’s face 

in each of them, smiling down on us, every 

evening as we reflected as a group on our ac-

complishments for the day.   What an unforget-

table experience for my children and me, and all 

in the name of God! 

Mission Possible            By Sofia G. Rodriguez 



Mission Possible 
Devotional Prayer of Praise 

By Sofia G. Rodriguez 

FALL  Page 7 

P raise you, Father, 
  
For the innocent eyes of the children and 
youth of this great country. 

 
For the embrace of its sunlight, the glorious flow-

ers, the heavenly ocean breeze and the ma-
jestic beauty of its mountains and scenery. 

 
For its gracious proud people, its delicious food, 

its rich Catholic Faith and its customs and tra-
ditions. 

  
For the muscles of the men, women and youth on 

our mission to the Dominican Republic, who 
honorably helped build shelter at the Salesi-
anos parishes in order to carry out Your Faith 
building. 

  
For the medical ministry you allowed us to partake 

in....yet still so much more to do. 
  
Praise you Lord, for all the wonderful people of 

both the United States and the Dominican 
Republic who helped make our mission an 
unforgettable experience through their prayers 
and vast support. 

  
Praise you Lord, for what we have... for we take 

far more with us than what we gave. 
 
Praise you, too, for those things that your wise 

love decided to withhold from us… for all that 
we are and all that we have is  from You . 

  
And so our grateful response can only be to share 

these treasures with all and cherish them in 
our hearts forever as we will not forget your 
Godly encounter with us here upon this minis-
try.  

 
For it was by Your Divine intervention that we all 

came together in Your name Holy Father, to 
minister Your will. 

 
And it is because of this union that we will all know 

in our hearts that we will remain one... a fami-
ly; your family, that has been protected and 
guided by You. 

  
Amen. 

A Solider’s Deck of Cards 

I n searching for the story of the soldier with the deck of cards mentioned in 
Carl Rombaugh’s faith journey, I found that the events originate from a 

Newcastle newspaper dated August 10, 1776 about the arrest of a soldier with a 
deck of cards in a Glasgow church.  Over the years different versions reflect the 
current war and also depict the soldier being arrested by the sergeant.   This 
story also inspired T. Texas Tyler to write a song which was recorded by Tex 
Ritter in 1948 and Wink Martindale in 1959, as well as others.  The story can be 
found  on several websites and in e-mails, no doubt spurred on by the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  Here is one of the more recent versions: 

A young soldier was in his bunkhouse all alone one Sunday morning over in 
Afghanistan.  It was quiet that day, the guns and the mortars, and the land 
mines for some reason hadn’t made a noise.  The young soldier knew it was 
Sunday, the holiest day of the week.  As he was sitting there, he got out an 
old deck of cards and laid them out across his bunk. 

Just then an army sergeant came in and said, “Why aren’t you with the rest 
of the platoon?” 

The soldier replied, “I thought I would stay behind and spend some time 
with the Lord.” 

The sergeant said, “Looks like you’re going to play cards.” 

The soldier said, “No sir, you see, since we are not allowed to have Bibles 
or other spiritual books in this country, I’ve decided to talk to the Lord by 
studying this deck of cards.” 

The sergeant asked in disbelief, “How will you do that?” 

 

“You see the Ace, Sergeant, it reminds us that there is only one God. 

The Two represents the two parts of the Bible, Old and New Testaments. 

The Three represents the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

The Four stands for the four Apostles:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

The Five is for the five wise virgins who trimmed their lamp.  There were 
ten of them, five were wise and saved.  Five were foolish and were shut out. 

The Six is for the six days it took God to create the Heavens and Earth. 

The Seven is for the day God rested after working the six days. 

The Eight is for the family of Noah and his wife, their three sons and their 
wives, in which God saved the eight people from the flood that destroyed 
the earth. 

The Nine is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed of leprosy.  He cleansed ten 
but nine never thanked Him. 

The Ten represents the Ten Commandments that God handed down to Mo-
ses on tablets made of stone. 

The Jack (or Knave) is a reminder of Satan.   

The Queen stands for the Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the Queen of Heav-
en. 

The King stands for Jesus, for He is the King of all kings. 

When I count the dots on the all the cards, I come up with 365, one for eve-
ry day of the year.  There are a total of 52 cards in a deck; each is a week, 
52 weeks in a year. 

The four suits represents the four seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall and Win-
ter.  Each suit has thirteen cards; there are exactly thirteen weeks in a quar-

(Continued on page 12) 



Fr. John O’Shea Golden Jubilee Celebration 
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On June 18, our Fr. O’Shea celebrated 
his 50th anniversary in the priesthood 
with a special mass followed by a recep-
tion in the Parish Hall. The church was 
packed with parishioners, with Bishop 
Carlos Sevilla and priests from around 
the Yakima Diocese attending. The fol-
lowing is from remarks Fr. O’Shea gave 
at his Golden Jubilee regarding his vo-
cation to the priesthood. 

 

This is a special year for me as I cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of my ordina-
tion. Your presence here this evening 
honors me very much. Anniversaries are 
meant to be celebrated. This is a time for 
me to thank Almighty God and show 
gratitude to family, friends and parish-
ioners for their love and support over the 
many years of my priesthood. Fifty 
years of priesthood is a long expanse of 
time. During these many years I’ve ex-
perienced times of joy and sadness, 
times of success and failure, times of 
spiritual highs and lows. But throughout 
it all, the Holy Spirit has been with me 
and guiding me. Jesus said, “I am with 
you all days until the end of time.” 

As a priest, it has been an honor to be 
involved intimately in people’s lives 
during joyous occasions such as officiat-
ing at weddings and baptisms and also at 

times of great sadness, such as funerals. 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Penance 
with people can be a very humbling and 
uplifting spiritual experience. I have had 
the privilege of seeing the grace of God 
touching people’s lives. We must always 
leave room for the Holy Spirit to move 
within us. 

Unfortunately, the recent revelations of 
child abuse within the church have left 
us priests frustrated and disillusioned. 
It’s a difficult time to be a priest, but the 
people’s faith is so inspiring. I see 
young parents coming to mass with their 
children despite all that has happened. 
I’m proud to be a priest and serve these 
people. I honestly believe that Christ and 
his Gospel message are bigger than the 
messengers. Christ must be the focus. 
Mother Teresa tells us “what is im-
portant is to be faithful, not necessarily 
successful.” 

On my ordination card 50 years ago, 
there was printed a scripture verse, “I 
have come to do your will, O Lord.” 
Over these many years, I have done the 
best with what the Lord has given me. 

There is much to be thankful for and 
justifiably proud of. For your support of 
my priestly ministry, I am so blessed. 
On July 20th, at All Hallow Missionary 
College in Dublin, Ireland where I was 

ordained a priest on June 
19th, 1960, my classmates 
and I will celebrate our 
class anniversary mass, 
which is something I am 
looking forward to very 
much. 

Leading up to the celebra-
tion of my 50th anniversary 
in the priesthood, I often 
was asked how I decided 
to become a priest. How 
did I know I had a voca-
tion to the priesthood? 

From my earliest years, I 
always felt an attraction to 
be a priest. I was influ-
enced by a number of peo-
ple and experiences in my 
life. 

Naturally, my parents had 
a huge impact on me. In 
my home life growing up I 
had prayerful, loving and 

devoted parents. 

Then there were several priests in my 
life, who, by their priestly lives were 
great role models for me. 

Also, my experience as an altar boy 
helped shaped my decision. Growing up, 
I was an altar boy at the largest city hos-
pital around, with 2,000 beds. Many 
years later, I had the privilege of offer-
ing my first mass at the same hospital 
chapel. 

And finally, my involvement in the Boy 
Scouts helped me decide to become a 
priest. In my scout troop growing up, 
five of us became priests. One destined 
for the Philippine Islands, one for Afri-
ca, one for Peru, one for England and 
myself, headed for the good old USA. 

What an example was set for me grow-
ing up. All these factors had a large im-
pact on me as I was trying to decide if I 
should answer the call to priesthood. 

I am glad I did. I have been very happy 
and content in the many parishes in 
which I ministered. Beginning with St. 
Joseph’s in Sunnyside; St. Patrick’s in 
Granger; St. Paul’s and Holy Family in 
Yakima; Christ the King in Richland 
and finally, Parish of the Holy Spirit. 

(Continued on page 12) 



FALL  Page 9 



Page 10 PARISH OF THE HOLY S PIRIT    

It’s my opinion!  Aaaah, but what 

gives that opinion validity? 

 

On five Wednesday evenings during 

the summer, a group of 20 to 40 pa-

rishioners from the Parishes of The 

Holy Spirit and St. Joseph gathered 

to discuss the book, YES, We Are 

The Living Body of Christ by Fr. Jim 

Hogan.  The book and much of the 

ensuing discussion were laden with 

opinion.  And what a diversity of 

opinion there was. 

 

Fr. Hogan is a strong supporter of 

the changes brought about by The 

Second Vatican Council.  Some in 

our group wholeheartedly agreed 

that the Vatican II changes, especial-

ly in regard to the participation of 

the laity, were a very good thing.  

Others believed that some of the 

changes weakened our faith by mak-

ing certain aspects too informal, thus 

damaging the reverence and awe 

once associated with the liturgy.  Yet 

others agreed with some points in 

the book, but were disturbed by cer-

tain phraseology or perceptions. 

 

Fr. Auve patiently listened to our 

diverse points of view and then, us-

ing ample historical context, gently 

guided us to evaluate those views, 

and Fr. Hogan’s views, based not on 

personal opinion, but rather on the 

inspired teaching of the church and 

scripture.  We learned to differenti-

ate between Divine law, Church law, 

civil law and social norms.  In doing 

so, we came to realize that divine 

law is unchanging.  It is our founda-

tional guide.  Church law (i.e. the 

rubrics of the Mass, fasting and ab-

stinence during lent, etc.) is to be 

respected and obeyed, but can 

change from time to time to respond 

to the needs of a given era and socie-

ty.  Civil law and norms, what is le-

gal in a particular society, may or 

may not be in accord with Divine 

law. 

 

The commandments are at the heart 

of Divine law.  In following Church 

and civil law, we must always keep 

in mind Jesus’ ultimate command to 

“love the Lord, your God, with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind…love your neigh-

bor as yourself.” (MT 22:37-39) 

 

To do that, each of us is called to 

discern, not only our opinions, but 

how we can be most effective as a 

part of the “living body of Christ.”  

We have each been given gifts, with 

no gift more important than the next, 

and we each must discern what those 

gifts are and do our best to lovingly 

use them to God’s glory. 

BENEFIT DINNER & AUCTION PLANNED 
 
Gabbie Rehder is a fifteen year old girl from Holy Spirit Parish living with 
an incurable disease called Kearns-Sayre Syndrome, or KSS.  Her goal is to 
travel to Lourdes, France in hopes of receiving a cure for this now incurable 
disease.  How can you help? 
 
~ Pray!  Pamphlets available in the vestibule 
~ Buy TEAM GABBIE T-shirts (Contact Jen Wilcox at  j2wilcox@q.com) 
~ Friend on Facebook KISS KSS Goodbye – Team Gabbie 
~ Buy tickets to the Benefit Dinner & Auction 
 
The Benefit will be held October 8th at the Parish Community Center from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  For ticket information, see the church bulletin or contact 
Shelly Bohrmann at 734-8093 or palodieter@aol.com 

      Summer Adult Education Class                                        By Lori Casey 

Voice of the Sprit Volunteer 
Editors: Marjie Sloon, Cecilia 
Rexus and Erica Hohl. 
Special thanks to 
contributing writers Carl 
Rombaugh, Sofia Rodriguez, 
Kathy Willis, Rebecca Casaz-
za, Bridget Hohl, Lori Casey 
and Fr. Auve.  The Voice of 
the Spirit will be published 
periodically and mailed to 
parishioners.  Volunteers 
are wanted to contribute 
articles, photos, and 
ideas.  If you would like to 
help, please contact Roberta 
Wise in the the Parish Office. 



Deaths 
March 13, 2010 through September 10, 2010 

 Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 
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Sacraments         Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

First HolyCommunion 

April 24, 2010 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
March 13, 2010 through September 10, 2010 

 
Adam Kristen Faries and Danielle Marie Gerry 
Lucas Michael Macon and Sarah Ann Corley 

Confirmation  May 2, 2010 

RCIA  

Easter Vigil, April 3, 2010 

We welcome those who were baptized at Holy 

Spirit and received the sacraments of Eucharist 

and Confirmation: 

 David Burns 

 Andrew Joseph Finnie Deskins 
 Leeann L. ReMillard 

 Larry Dean Stone 

 Thomas Max Whitney 
 

We welcome those who have been baptized in 

other churches, professed their faith in the Cath-
olic Church and received the sacraments of Eu-

charist and Confirmation: 

 Dieter Gunter Bohrmann 
 Larry Douglas ReMillard 

 Carl A. Rombaugh 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were bap-
tized into the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic 
Community from March 13, 2010 through 
September 10, 2010. 
 

Zayid Al-Ghani 
Joseph Bahnan 
Lilly Ann-Kay Blazina 
Olivia Alexandra Clapper 
Ryker Alexander Cole 
Cornelia Rheu Darling  
Tiffany Audrey Demarest 
Jessalynn Geer 
Jaylen Kalie Haynes 
Malia Pualani Haynes 
Mirian Alina Roma Kaczynski 
Hunter Joseph Liebert 
Sophia Eleanor Lopez-Hanny 
Henry Daniel Radillo 
Raymundo III Romero 

Mickel D. Davis 
Marian Elizabeth Dove 
James Gilbert Erickson 
Josephine “Josie” G. Evoniuk 
Myra Aileen Grohs 

Kathryn Dorthea Miller 
Valerie Anne Nearing 
Florence Francis Ternes 
Mary Grace Zilar  

Alionna Ora Al-Ghani 
Liam Lawrence Bachelor 
Isaac Burnett 
Brandon Thomas DeGuia 
Jacob James Gomez 
Abigail Sharon Kelly 
Sarah Lynn Lemmon 
Jordan Tong Ly 
Emma Claire Naughton 
Eric Michael Naughton 
Jason Nguyen 

Leeana Cao Ngyuen 
Makenna Kaidyn Monroe 
Dante Skott Oberg 
Caleg Jude Olivier 
Nicole Josefa Rehder 
Kurt Gunther Schweiger 
Grace Elizabeth Thomas 
Zoe Mikayla Ward 
 
Zayid Al-Ghani – April 3, 2010 
Jessalyn Geer – April 3, 2010 

Lexi Baasch 
Chase  Castona 
Tyler Dolan 
Hannah Freier 
Kelli Gilbert 
Shelly Green 
Erick Holguin 
Eric Kohan 
Rachael McPeak 
Christie Messinger 
Kelsie Miller 

Amanda Montgomery 
Chelsea Olivas 
Jennifer Quintana 
Casandra Romero 
Zach Russell 
Kyle Strong 
Kristine Vaz 
Jarrod Ver Steeg 
Samantha Wilson 
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ter. 

So when I want to talk to God and thank 
Him, I just pull out this old deck of cards 
and they remind me of all that I have to 
be thankful for.” 

The sergeant just stood there and after a 
minute, with tears in his eyes and pain in 
his heart, he said, “Soldier, can I borrow 
that deck of cards?” 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School: 
St. Joseph’s School         12,600.00 
Grace Clinic               1250.00 
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul          3728.00 
Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery        1250.00 
Tri-Cities Food Bank            1250.00 
Tri-Cities Human Life                 400.00 

World Relief for Tri-City Catholic refugees               790.00 
 

Out of Our Area Charities 
Catholic Relief Services, not restricted                     1200.00 
Rev. James Hewes for the People of Payapas, Phillippines    500.00 
St. Joseph Church , Sunnyside       1500.00 
 

     Grand Total    $24468.00
  
 
     

Disbursements from  
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul 
Needy families who contact Holy Spirit Office and the St. Vincent 
de Paul for help:  
 
(March 13, 2010 through September 9, 2010                  $5924.00 
       
     

 

Plus the Special Collections:   
March 13, 2010 through September 9, 2010 
 

Peter’s Pence                  $1756.00 
Mission Sunday      2270.00 
Campaign for Human Development    1517.00 
Catholic Home Missions                               1359.00 
Operation Ricebowl     2413.84 
Yakima Retired Priests      7117.00 
 

   Total        $16,432.84 
   
    
 

Holy Spirit Charitable Donations  
Tithing Program  

For March 13, 2010—September 9, 2010 

Parishioners can be proud of 
their help and concern for the 

less fortunate. 

Also my involvement with the Cursillo 
movement was a source of great satisfac-
tion and spiritual growth for me. 

There are many people I wish to thank 
who have helped me over the years. To 
Fr. Auve who generously invited me to 
continue to live and minister within the 
parish. For this, I am eternally grateful. 

To Deacon John Powers, who has been a 
great deal of help to me and especially for 
his informative and influential homilies. 
To my brother priests who have been a 
source of inspiration and great support to 
me in my ministry. 

And of course, to the Bishop and to all 
who made this such a happy and memora-
ble occasion for me. 

I thank you all. 

Ultimately, I believe that a vocation is a 
call from God. Jesus said, "You have not 
chosen me. I have chosen you." With the 
grace of God I responded to that call of 
the Lord and thus far have persevered in 
that call, serving God and his people. 

(Continued from page 8) 

A Soldier’s Deck of Cards Fr. O’Shea’s Golden Jubilee Celebration 



with my son-in-law:  His mother-in-law would never 
have to come stay with them for an extended period 
of time.  I could tell he was seriously considering 
that. 

1st Corinthians 13:4-7, so often read at weddings, is 
an ideal reminder of how to be a good in-law.  At 
weddings it is meant to be instructional to the bride 
and groom, but if you look at it as being between 
the son or daughter-in-law and the father or mother
-in-law, it takes on a whole new light: 

“Love is patient; love is kind.  Love is not jealous…
Love is never rude…it is not prone to anger; neither 
does it brood over injuries…There is no limit to…its 
power to endure.” 

We got lucky with our favorite son-in-law (Did I 
mention he is our ONLY son-in-law?) and my goal is 
to give him every reason to feel the same about us.   
On further thought, maybe that will be easier if they 
don’t move to the Tri-Cities after all. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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One Person’s Journey  

go to RCIA classes to find out more about the church.  Not only did Troy offer to be my sponsor, but he also lent me 

several books to read.  Before I knew it, not only was I going to RCIA but also sitting in almost front row seats at Mass 

and not feeling so nervous about all this.  Because of the people God put into my life, I am happy to say I was welcomed 

into the Catholic Church this past Easter. 

My faith journey is far from over.  I am now a member of the Knights of Columbus, which I am sure will help me con-

tinue to not only grow in my faith but to be an active participant in my faith as well. 

So as you can see, my journey was nothing spectacular like St. Paul, but it worked for me.  I guess that’s what is really 

important.  I hope you can glean something of value from my faith journey story.  If nothing else, just the fact that some-

times it takes as long as 36 years (or even longer) for some people to figure it out.  So don’t give up on any of your own 

family or friends. Remember - God’s time is not our time. 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Mother-In-Law  



XLT – Adoration and Prayer in PCC Classroom - 1st Wednesday each month – at 7:00 p.m. 

October 8 - Gabby Rehder Benefit Dinner – 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

October 9 and 10 – Catholic Daughters’ Bake Sale - after Masses 

October 16/17 and 23/24 – Cub Scouts Popcorn Sale - after Masses 

October 23 – Jazz Dance - 7:00-10:00 p.m. 

November 1 – All Saints Day Mass – at 8:00 a.m. (not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

November 2 – All Souls Mass – at 7:00 p.m. 

November 12 – Special Mass for Deceased Parishioners and Family – at 7:00 p.m. 

November 19-20-21 – Diocesan Youth Convention at Holy Spirit Parish, Kennewick 

November 20-21 – Booksale in vestibule - after 6:00 p.m. Mass and after 9:30 a.m. Mass 

November 25 – Thanksgiving Day Mass – at 9:00 a.m. 

December 4 – All Parish Children’s Christmas Party sponsored by Knights of Columbus  - at 7:00 p.m. 

December 7 – Vigil Mass for Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation –   at 7:00 p.m.  

December 8 -  Masses for Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation - at 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

December 18 – Blood Drive sponsored by Knights of Columbus 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Masses - at 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

December 25 – Christmas Day Mass - at 9:00 a.m. 

January 1– New Year Mass – at 9:00 a.m. (not a holy day of obligation in 2011) 

January 1–Mass of the Epiphany – at 6:00 p.m. 

January 2 – Mass of the Epiphany – at 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. (Sunday) 

Upcoming Events 

VOICE OF THE SPIRIT 
Parish of the Holy Spirit 
7409 West Clearwater Avenue 
Kennewick,  WA  99336 
(509) 735-8558 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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