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Dear Parishioners, 
SEASONS OF GRACE: LENT AND EASTER 

 

In the March 8 issue of Newsweek, Evan Thomas wrote a column with the subtitle, “Washington is working just fine. 
It’s us that’s broken.” He gives a summary of the ills of our nation, and describes our need to be ready to sacrifice and 
practice some self discipline. My interpretation of his column: We are spoiled. We are spoiled by having too much in 
the way of ease and wealth. 
 
For us Catholics, Lent and the Easter season are a time for some self-evaluation and some decisions that will result in 
growth so that we have something genuine to celebrate in our own lives at Easter. It is a time to look inside for areas in 
which the Lord may be calling for real conversion in our lives. Conversion demands God’s grace, but it also demands 
sacrifice and self discipline. God’s grace is ours in abundance. 
 
Conversion means change. It means we need to assess our strengths and weaknesses and make some plans to come 
more fully alive at Easter. Perhaps we have not been serious enough about spiritual growth; perhaps we have stagnated 
spiritually and are sliding backward in prayer and the practice of virtue. 
 
Deep inside, I think most of us know what God would want to see us change in our habits. That call to change is a 
gentle reminder from the Lord that we should not be satisfied with ourselves as we are. God wants growth in us. He 
wants us to reach our full potential as His servants. Mediocrity is certainly not good enough for our great God. 
 
What about daily prayer? Full, active, conscious, reverent participation at Mass? Regular and frequent celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation? More and better time with a spouse and with children? Sharing my faith when I see an 
opportunity? Good relationships at work? Excellence at my workplace? 
 
The fifty days of Easter are not the time to kick back and let up. They are the season of victory over all that is deadly. 
Jesus conquers death, and shares that victory with us. At Easter, will there be evidence of victory in any area of my life? 
With the help of Jesus Christ it’s never too late. 
 
              Fr. Auve 

Parish of the Holy Spirit 

From the Pastor   2010 March 
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By Larry ReMillard 

 

 My name is Larry ReMillard.  My wife Leeann and I 

will be welcomed into the Catholic Church here at Holy 

Spirit this Easter.  Although our faith journey led 

eventually to the Catholic Church, and Holy Spirit, the 

road was anything but a straight line.  In fact it was a 

meandering trail, fraught with pot holes, speed bumps, 

wrong turns, a wreck or two, and a 

couple of near misses. 

 I basically grew up in a non-

Christian home.  My mom and dad 

never really attended church, and so 

my only experience with church at all 

was what I found on TV.  I can 

remember having the sense, even as a 

youngster, of knowing that God was 

out there.  So I found preachers on 

TV such as Jimmy Swaggert and Oral 

Roberts.  They were on every Sunday 

morning right before football.  

Somehow I remember thinking it was a good thing to 

watch some of these shows, only I also recall that they 

did sort of scare me at times too!  Although my 

Grandmother was a very devout Christian and was a 

strong influence in my life, I never really sat in a church 

until adulthood, but all the while somehow knowing that 

God was “out there”.  In looking back, I am convinced 

that these thoughts were more than likely the gentle 

whispers of the Holy Spirit. 

 Leeann’s journey is very similar.  Her father worked 

for a major road construction company and as a result 

moved every six months or so. They never really got an 

opportunity to get involved with a community.  Christian 

influences in her life were pretty much non-existent. 

 We met in 1979, and were married in 1980.  We were 

just two kids, aged 19 and 20, neither of whom had really 

set foot in a church, and the first big decision we made 

was to be married in a church.  The pastor was a wonder-

ful man who counseled us through all of the pre-marital 

stuff, and married us about a month later, but we never 

attended that church. 

 In 1999 our family moved to Kennewick, and at that 

point our faith journey began to pick up steam.  I had read 

books on Buddhism, Native American philosophy, and 

just about anything I could get my hands on.  I was 

searching for something, and knew it.  We soon made 

friends with a couple who attended a local Baptist church.  

We began attending and soon my youngest son and I 

made the decision to be baptized.  On a glorious summer 

day, Nate and I were baptized in the Columbia River.  It 

was quite a day, and our faith 

journey had taken yet another 

turn.  But as I look back on it, I 

was always headed in the same 

direction.  God was directing 

me, not beating me over the 

head even though I probably 

needed it, but nudging me ever 

so gently. 

 We attended that Baptist 

church for about five years.  

My wife and I taught Sunday 

school for a couple of years 

during that time, and we learned an awful lot in those 

years, but somehow we had gotten somewhat stagnant in 

our faith journey.  Both of us wanted and needed more.  

Something was missing...but what? 

 We then began attending a large non-denominational 

church.  We again felt like we were back in business as 

far as a learning curve went.  I seemed to have an 

insatiable desire to learn, and gain as much knowledge as 

possible about Jesus, and the Christian faith.  I wanted to 

do this right!  After about four years things again started 

happening that caused me to pause.  A worship pastor 

was hired who was a good singer and all, but really 

seemed to be encouraging a sort of false emotional 

“hurrah” feeling from the parishioners.  It all seemed 

contrived to me, not genuine, and never felt right.  We 

also began having a series of what I’ll call guest speakers, 

one of which spoke for 90 minutes on improving one’s 

sex life. Then something happened on communion 

Sunday which pushed us both out of that church.  

Communion was only held once a quarter, which always 

(Continued on page 10) 

One Person’s Journey 
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Notes from the 
Empty Nest 
 
By Marjie Sloon 
 

 

 My husband and I 
are “officially” empty-nesters now.  
We have discovered that there is a 
difference between empty-nest-when-
they-leave-for-college empty, and 
empty-nest-when-they’re-not-coming-
back empty. 

 When they leave for college, 
there’s still the breaks and summers 
off when our casa becomes their casa 
again, even if temporarily.  There’s 
still the bags full of dirty laundry 
lugged home (for mom to wash) in the 
dirty car (for dad to wash and gas up) 
and the unending stream of old high 
school friends through our revolving 
door.  You eagerly wait for them to 
come home, and then at least a small 
place inside you is relieved to see 
them go. 

 But this year that era too has gone 
the way of high school sports and 
proms, middle-school dramas, and 
reading bedtime stories together. 

 Our youngest child finished col-
lege, moved to California and got are-
al job.  She’s a grown-up now.  As we 
packed up her things to move her, it 
sunk in that this was the last “summer 
home”.  Her outrageously expensive 
studio apartment was now her perma-
nent address. 

 Now, before you get all teary eyed 
and sentimental, I must confess that 
my husband pointed out that for the 
last 25 years we have been the dog 
being wagged by the tail.  Our sched-
ules revolved around the kids’ sched-
ules.  Their preferences shaped our 
activities, their tastes influenced our 
meals, their bedrooms…really needed 
to be cleaned and redecorated.  My 
husband also appeared hopeful that 
perhaps MY attention could be cen-

tered on HIM 
again like it was 
before the nurse 
laid that first 
beautiful bundle 
of joy in my 
arms.  I looked 
at him doubtful-

ly.  “Let me get this straight,” I said.  
“Are you telling me that you and I get 
to decide how we want to live now?” 

 “Uh-huh.” 

 “That we could go places now 
other than to see the kids at school?” 

 “Uh-huh.” 

 “That I don’t have to fret over 
whether or not any or all of the kids 
will be home for Christmas?” 

 “Uh-huh.” 

 “We could make our own plans?” 
I asked again, just to be sure. 

 So we did begin to make our own 
plans.  We talked about spending 
Christmas in a warm, sunny clime, or 
nestled together in a cozy mountain 
chalet surrounded by snowy pine 
trees.  The possibilities grew until 
daughter #2 announced that she was 
coming home for Christmas after all!  
And not just for the weekend, but for 
ten whole days!  And like any well-
trained dog, we slipped easily back 
into our old habit and let the tail wag 
us.  It felt good. 

 I thought I’d be better prepared 
for empty-nestness.  When the kids 
were little, I knew the importance of 
maintaining a close relationship with 
my spouse.  I knew date-night was 
absolutely necessary, because SOME 
DAY the children would grow up and 
leave us.  At one point I had a babysit-
ter list thirteen names long, because 
when it was time for lipstick and high 
heels, I needed to know I could go. 

 But somewhere around middle 
school and into high school, what par-
ent has time for date-night?  Between 

sporting events and band concerts and 
waiting up ‘til the little rascals got 
home, we were beat.  By the time our 
youngest graduated from high school I 
never wanted to chaperone anything 
ever again. 

 So you can see how I’ve gotten to 
this point of needing to be told “Get a 
life!”  I started out with one, had good 
intentions along the way, but willingly 
handed it over so I could support my 
children having a life of THEIR own.  
Having a life of my own just wasn’t as 
much fun as being wrapped up in 
theirs. 

 My friend Deana’s oldest son is 
getting married and moving to a dis-
tant state.  Her youngest child is a sen-
ior in high school.  She tells me with 
joy of the wedding plans, yet there’s 
wistfulness behind the smile as she is 
beginning to grasp the knowledge of 
another era ending. 

 The key to a successful empty-
nest is to see it as the BEGINNING of 
an era, to convince ourselves it will be 
free-er, better, more productive, and 
fun.  I’m big on fun.  But how long 
does it take to feel that way? I see 
now that it is an ongoing process re-
quiring the active pursuit of new inter-
ests, the revival of old dreams, and an 
awful-lot of just sitting and letting 
your new reality sink in, to see where 
the Spirit moves you next. 

 So, how long does it take to have 
a successful, meaningful empty-nest?  
Hmm.  Ask me again next year. 

 

Marjie’s Corner 
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Religious Education Preschool-8th—Pat Moore 
Faith Formation 9th –12th—Jennifer Moore 

Life Teen  Coordinators—Mike and Carol Gaulke 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 

Holy Spirit Charitable Donations  
Tithing Program  

For March 28, 2009—March 12, 2010 

Parishioners can be proud of their help 
and concern for the less fortunate. 

At the time of publication, Pat and Jennifer Moore were doing what they do best, making sure that the youth of 

our parish receive the best Faith Formation and Religious Education possible.  This time of the year we find 

both of our coordinators planning for students to receive Sacraments.  The 2nd-grade students have already 

received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and are now preparing to receive their First Holy Communion.  They 

gathered for a retreat March 21st for a day of storytelling, banner making and interactive experiences.  First 

Communion Mass is April  24th, at the 6:00 pm Mass.  It is a beautiful Mass in which the students help to 

dress the altar in preparation for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Our Juniors (11th Grade) are preparing to re-

ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  President’s Day Weekend was spent on retreat.  They are discerning over 

their choice of Saints and preparing to be welcomed fully into the Church at the 9:30 Mass on May 2, 2010. The 

Middle School Edge Program had a lock-in March 19th—March 20th with lots of fun and activities. 

 

Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School: 

St. Joseph’s School         19,800.00 
Elijah Family Homes                 250.00   
Grace Clinic               2000.00  
Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul        3250.00  
Jaime Conrad Picker Medical Fund           750.00 
Lourdes Medical Center  
 help uninsured get State Basic Ins.          500.00     
Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery           1000.00  
T.O.W.N. Fund for helping transients           350.00 
Three Rivers Fertility Care Center (NFP education) 300.00 
Tri-Cities Chaplaincy             1750.00  
Tri-Cities Food Bank            3325.00 
Tri-Cities Human Life              650.00  

World Relief for Tri-City Catholic refugees          368.00 
 

Out of Our Area Charities 

Benedictine Sisters Perpetual Adoration         $1,750.00 

Catholic Campus Ministry        500.00 

Catholic Relief Services, not restricted to Haiti   500.00 

Covenant House (New York City)      940.00 

Food for the Poor         300.00 

Guest House               1000.00 

Maryknoll Sisters                400.00 

REACH Youth Ministires            2500.00 

Red Cloud Indian School        550.00 

St. Joseph Church , Sunnyside           2278.00  

St. Luke Institute              1,000.00 

St. Maurus Mission Appeal       200.00 

    Grand Total             $46,211.00  

 

     

Disbursements from Holy Spirits Charity Fund  

to needy families who come into the office looking for help.  

 

(March 28, 2009 through March 12, 2010        $2442.49 

Funds transferred to new Holy Spirit Conference of 

 St. Vincent de Paul        5425.00 

        Total       $7867.49 

 

Plus the Special Collections:   
March 28, 2009 through March 12, 2010 
 

Peter’s Pence             $1485.00 

National Retired Religious       3705.00 

Mission Sunday         1707.00 

Campaign for Human Development    1075.00 

Catholic Relief Services work in Haiti        13,342.00 

Yakima Retired Priests        2400.00 

Catholic Charities (Christmas Collection)    9735.00 

Annual Catholic Appeal           28,377.20 

      Total        $61,826.20 
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Adoption is an awesome thing!  I had a lot of big 

dreams as a child and can't remember all of them, but 

I know I envisioned being parent to lots of kids and 

adoption was definitely an off-and-on theme when 

I planned my adulthood.  I found myself a single 

mom when my first child, Dutton, was a baby. So 

much for my life-long dreams.  I don't remember di-

vorce being part of that story.  I wanted him to have 

a sibling, so I decided to become a foster parent earli-

er than I had expected.  When Dutton was two years 

old, Holly came into my home and I was able to offi-

cially adopt her when she was three. My intentions 

were noble, but I found raising two three-year-olds 

was harder than I expected. My parenting struggles 

led me back to the church that I had been absent 

from for so long.  Raising two spirited children final-

ly got easier five to six years later.  I know the time 

when things started falling into place and when I felt 

we had harmony in our home was the year after the 

kids received their first Communion and I also re-

turned to the Catholic church full time, after doing a 

little shopping around at Protestant churches.   

With so much harmony in our home that I hadn’t 

been accustomed to for years, I felt called to shake it 

up again.  I kicked around the idea of adopting inter-

nationally for about a year, and it wouldn't go away. 

So finally, I got some information from an adoption 

agency and started considering whether it was really 

a good idea. My kids were very excited, of course, to 

have siblings. They were told many sacrifices (like 

trips to Disneyland) would have to be made indefi-

nitely and this didn’t sway their enthusiasm. They 

did want to contribute their own money to adoption 

expenses also.   

 One morning, things got off on the wrong foot 

after our not-so-bright dog ate some paper towels 

and it was apparent I was going to need to take the 

morning off to take him to the vet. This was Novem-

ber 21, 2007.  I ended up being pretty frustrated 

about this and as I was driving to the vet, I thought, 

"I can't have another child, I can't even take care of 

my dog. What the heck was I thinking?"  Right at 

this point I threw the whole thing up to God and 

said, "God, I have no idea what your will is here.  I 

need to know if I should shelf this idea so I can take 

care of the kids you already gave me, and I need a big 

obvious sign by the way because if it isn't big and ob-

vious I probably won’t hear it.”  I know exactly which 

stop sign I was staring at when I said this and I knew 

the adoption idea was officially shelved.   

I took the constipated dog to the vet and paid 

about $220 dollars, which reaffirmed my thoughts 

that I can't even afford my dog much less another 

child. I got in my car and started it up. Catholic radio 

is always on in my car when driving to and from 

work, and so this particular morning, due to my hav-

ing to rearrange my schedule, I got to hear a pro-

gram by Ray Guirendi.  The first thing that came out 

of the radio when I turned it on was, "We have to 

bring these children home from Ethiopia NOW or 

they will either die or be raised as orphans." I almost 

had a car wreck.  I felt like God had answered my 

prayers loudly and clearly.   

I knew that day I was supposed to adopt.  I could-

n’t wait until the kids got out of school to relay the 

news. When I did, I told them it was definitely a go 

and God had spoken loud and clear. We then started 

making plans. The first decision was whether we 

would adopt a boy or a girl. Holly wanted a girl and 

Dutton wanted a boy. I said we would just have to 

(Continued on page 11) 

Adoption is an  
Awesome Thing 

By Katherine Crowley 
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By Cecilia Rexus 

Unsung Hero  

Melissa Montgomery 
 

 About fifteen years ago Melissa Montgomery, 

one of our long-time parishioners, was searching for 

a scripture study group 

because she wanted to 

study the Bible. However, 

it was only at the 

protestant churches 

where she could find 

what she was looking for. 

The Catholic churches in 

the Tri-Cities didn’t offer 

any such program. So af-

ter some soul-searching, 

she decided to help form one here at Parish of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 It’s a good thing she did.   

 It turns out she wasn’t the only person who want-

ed to study the Bible from a Catholic perspec-

tive.  The program has been going strong ever since 

Melissa began it, which is due in large part to her 

commitment and leadership.  Participants in the 

morning classes have averaged between 30 and 

35.  In the evening, there are anywhere between 5 

and 10 regulars.  

 “I just really wanted a scripture study that didn’t 

have a non-Catholic slant,” she said. A lot of people 

haven’t spent much time reading the Bible and 

many don’t really know the Old Testament, she 

added. Having a scripture study program gives pa-

rishioners a chance to delve into the Bible with other 

people, follow a curriculum and better understand 

the scripture. 

When she first started, another parishioner, 

Mary Beth Casazza, helped her get it going. But as 

Mary Beth has taken on other church activities over 

the last several years, it has been Melissa who or-

ganizes and leads the scripture program.  

          What helped get it going in the first place was 

the Little Rock Scripture Study that is designed for 

Catholic bible studies. The program’s curriculum fits 

the Catholic faith and allows participants to study 

the bible from a Catholic perspective, which for 

many years wasn’t really available. Melissa has al-

ways tried to organize a morning bible study group 

and an evening bible study group so as many peo-

ple as possible can participate.  The class meets 

once a week for several weeks in the spring and 

then again in the fall. Participants sign up ahead of 

time and once the class begins, they are asked to 

prepare for each week  by reading ahead.   

          A couple of years ago Melissa deviated from 

the Little Rock program and tried using a book for 

the first time called, “Having a Mary Heart in a Mar-

tha’s World.” She thought it was a nice break which 

combined scripture with ideas on how to find faith 

in a busy world. This year the class is focusing on a 

program called The Great Adventure Catholic Bible 

study, which has been going well. 

          Melissa keeps her eyes open for different ways 

of making the scripture study as interesting as possi-

ble. She loves studying the Bible so much that she 

often arranges for summer sessions in her home for 

people who want to keep up between the spring 

and fall lessons.  

          When she first began, Melissa’s children, Rylan 

and Amanda were very young and she was a full-

time mother. Now Rylan is a senior in high school 

and Amanda is a junior. Melissa works as a real es-

tate agent and still manages to lead the scripture 

study program. 

          She laughs she would give up leading the 

group if she could find somebody else to take it 

over, but so far no one else has stepped up.  

          In any case, Melissa has done a great job for 

many years 

and Parish of 

the Holy Spirit is 

fortunate to 

have someone 

willing make 

sure we have 

access to scrip-

ture studies 

every year. Not 

all Catholic 

churches are so 

lucky.   

 

 Unsung Heroes  

RCIA  
Easter Vigil, April 11, 2009 

 

We welcome those who were baptized at 

Holy Spirit and received the sacraments of 
Eucharist and Confirmation: 
 

Jennifer Michele Richardson Mauriello 

Tony Ray Mauriello 
Heather Ann Ludwig Vogel 

 

We welcome those who have been baptized in 

other churches, professed their faith in the 

Catholic Church and received the sacra-
ments of Eucharist and Confirmation: 

 

Gary Charles Clark 
Matthew Arden Rexus 

Jackie Kay Mueller Yrazoqui 
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Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Sacraments 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome the following who were baptized into 
the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from 
March 28, 2009 through March 12, 2010. 
 
Cloe Jeen Aitoro 
Cole Christopher Aitoro 
Alionna Ora Al-ghani 
Grace Audrey Marie Blazina 
Payton Allen Blazina 
Aaryn Davis 
Dakota Davis 
Paisley Sage Hanson-Davis 
Alexandra Claire DeGuia 
Brandon Thomas DeGuia 
Andrew Christopher Ferguson 
Jeremy Jackson Fryhling 
Jose Guadalupe Garcia 
Baron Emmanuel Henderson 
Melba Hodges 
DeLaney Rose MacRoberts 
Kaylee Lynn Owen 
Iris Lynn Slonecker 
Eleanor Rae Staley 
Blanca Guadalupe  
 de Los Angeles Talavera 
Warren Zimbehl 

Deaths 
 

March 28, 2009  through March 12, 2010 
 Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   

May they rest in peace. 

Confirmation  April 26, 2009 

Kristiana Joanne Beyer 
Rachel Hood Boatright 
Chelsea Marie Bourque 
Shasta Loraine Foster 
Rachel Marie Gerboth 
Sarah Elizabeth Green 
Pamela Marie Harvey 
Nicole Lynn Hasson 
William Daniel Hoppes 
Stephanie Lee Hunter 
Whitney Dawn Hunter 
Luke Clement Jordan 
Christopher Ray Kelly 
Kiley Ann Koehler 
Aaron Konzek 

Evan Jon Kruschke 
Jonathan Lee 
Jordan LeMieux 
Carina Anna-Virginia Leon 
Katherine Marie Mackie 
Virginia (Jenna) Rae Maiden 
Christopher Patrick Marmo 
Rylan Steven Montgomery 
Amy Benadette Moody 
Quinton Albert Olivas 
Jayson Joseph Orth 
Tyler Matthew Rexus 
James Alan Robas 
Macie Ann Rockstrom 
Marcela Alexandra Saenz 

Austin Robert Shively 
Nathan William Sieler 
Maximilian Louis  
   von der Mehden 
Brooklynn Thomas Watts 
Anna L. Woehle 
John Elliott Zoulek 
 
Warren Zimbehl  
– January 11, 2010 
Melba Hodges  
– January 23, 2010 

First HolyCommunion 
April 25, 2009 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
March 28, 2009 through March 12, 2010 

 
 

Sean Patrick Gehlen 
and  

Angela Christine Ham 
 

 

John Mell Simmons III 
and  

Michelle Dawn Henson 

Dean Clarence Dickson 
John Joseph Flaherty Jr. 
Janice Mary Foltz 
Clifford Joseph Geris 
Mabel Josephine Hackney 
Liam David Hermsen 
William “Bill” Hoppes 
Leroy Simon Kelsch 
Lloyd Winston McCulley 
Margaret “Marjorie” Angela O’Grady 

Leone Kathleen Reed 
Dorothy Schimelfening 
Charles Michael Stemp 
William R. Wagner 
Margaret Anna Weis 
Warren John Zimbehl 

Jacob Andersen 
Kendrah Barrington 
Faith Fishburn 
Celine Garcia 
Tony Garcia 
Jacky Gazewood 
Cristian Gonzalez 
Hayden Gorham 
Keri Kelly 
Maleah Krieg 
Meghan McQuade 
Christopher Milanez 

Jeremy Rexus 
Delaney Schroeder 
Leo Schroeder 
Abigail Skoda 
Jenna Spracklen 
Sydney Tran 
Faith Trevino 
Sarah Tucker 
Caleb Vogel 
Isaac Vogel 
 
 

Marah Vogel 
Kaerie Ward 
Alec White 
Rosalinda Yrazoqui 
 
Warren Zimbehl  
   – January 11, 2010 Mel-
ba Hodges  
   – January 23, 2010 
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By Theresa Barnaby 
 

Hail Holy Queen: the Mother of 
God in the Word of God  
Scott Hahn 
 
 Scott Hahn is a Catholic scholar 
and apologist, a Professor of Theology 
and Scripture at Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, and the founder and 
director of the Saint Paul Center for Biblical Theology. 
In this excellent book, Hahn takes on the task of show-
ing the essential role that Mary plays in our Catholic 
faith.  
 

 In a very personal way, Hahn tells us how and why 
he learned to love the Virgin Mary, and why the reader 
should honor her as well.  He does an excellent job of 
taking some very complicated points of Catholic theol-
ogy and presenting them in an uncomplicated and ac-

cessible manner so that the reader really understands 
what Hahn is trying get across. He makes a very strong 
case that Mary was given to us by Christ to be the 
mother of us all, and shows us how the Church’s high 
regard for Mary can be traced back to the early days of 
Christianity. 
 

 What I found especially interesting is the way this 
book reads.  It’s not some convoluted scholarly text 
that will take you hours (and a thesaurus) to decipher, 
but a book that is very easy to read and understand.  
The mix of personal narrative, historical evidence, and 
scriptural interpretation are seamlessly interwoven, and 
the book is structured in such a way that the chapters 
flow from one to the next.  Anyone looking to under-
stand more about Mary’s place in Church, and the rev-
erence we hold for her will truly enjoy this well-written 
and excellently researched book. 

Check It Out... 

In this  section we highlight books and videos that are available to check out from our parish library.  Parishioners of all ages are welcome to 
submit a review.  We’d love to hear from you if you’ve read a book that you think others would enjoy too. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
 by Shirley Foster 

   

 The Catholic Daughters of the Americas (CDA) here at Holy Spirit Parish is a women’s organization that serves 
our church and assists and encourages others in our community. The organization was founded as a charitable, be-
nevolent and patriotic sorority for Catholic ladies in Utica, New York, in 1903, by John E. Carberry and several other 
Knights of Columbus.  It was originally called the “National Order of Daughters of Isabella” and was dedicated to the 
principles of “Unity and Charity.”   Carberry served as the first Supreme Regent.  
 In 1954, the order changed its name to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  It has 115,000 members in the 
1,450 local units called "courts" throughout the United States, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Saipan, 
Guam, and the Virgin Islands.  Its international headquarters is located in New York City. The order donates gener-
ously to several charitable causes, provides scholarships, works with Habitat for Humanity, and supports the aged 
and infirm retired Catholic clergy, and is very pro-life. 
 At Holy Spirit Parish, Court Saint Anne # 2575 was instituted October 21, 2006. We began our court with 39 char-
ter members and are now at 58 members strong.  Since our inception three and a half years ago, we have sponsored 
the annual Father’s Day Breakfast, All Saints Family Fun Fair, a soup supper during Lent, and a luncheon after the 
Healing Mass in the fall.  We also support the women’s jail ministry and seminarians, plus other charitable causes.  To 
raise money for our activities we have produced a court cookbook and hold two to three bake sales throughout the 
year. 
 All Catholic women ages 18 and older are invited to join.  We meet on the second Saturday of the month, Septem-
ber thru June, at 9:00 in the PCC meeting room.  We socialize, pray the scriptural Rosary and conduct a business 
meeting.  Decisions are made by the members about the ways we will involve ourselves in our parish, community, 
state and nation.  Guests are always welcome at our meetings.  Please come and check us out! 
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“Be still and know that I am God”  (Psalm 46:10 ) 

Sometimes you have to listen to the voice in your head. Some-

times you have to pay attention to the little nudge you feel. That’s what 

happened when we took a leave of absence from our respective jobs 

(Kristi as a science teacher and Rob as a veterinarian) and spent ten 

months in Juticalpa, Honduras volunteering with the Olancho Aid Foun-

dation. We had recently become empty nesters after raising four children 

and had been talking about how we might serve others in a faith based 

way. After doing some research we applied for a long term mission 

through the Catholic Network for Volunteer Service (CNVS). 

We exchanged information with various organizations and re-

ceived an email from Father Richard Donahue, the founder of the Olan-

cho Aid Foundation that immediately caught our attention. The organization needed a science teacher to set up a science 

center in the school. We had no idea what Rob would be doing but trusted that God would use him where needed. As it 

turned out Rob is still working for the OAF as a Board member and is a vital part of the organization. 

So what was it like serving in a third world country? It was an experience that was eye opening, memorable, rich 

and rewarding. The first and foremost thing we learned was to be patient and flexible. People in Honduras do things differ-

ently than North Americans. Relationships are more important than getting things done in a certain time frame. Our culture 

of having a time schedule does not fly there and it is best to just go with the flow and not expect things to get done in a 

timely manner. The pace is slower in Honduras, except on the roads where cars are 

often three abreast and folks just move over to the side if passing. Bicycles, old yel-

low school buses, ox drawn carts, men on horseback, people walking and 1970’s 

Toyota taxis are the norm there. The city center is a hodgepodge of narrow streets 

centered round the Catholic cathedral and colorful markets lie on each side street. 

Clean water is at a premium, rice and beans are staples and we became accustomed 

to guards with guns at the supermarket, bank or on the street corner. 

Our first lesson on flexibility occurred before we arrived when Kristi found 

out she would be teaching fifth grade - not setting up a science center. Then, the 

first few “teaching” days were actually spent painting the concrete block walls of 

the school (which had no electricity) along with our fellow Honduran teachers and 

three other volunteers. Rob meanwhile was working at the University teaching Eng-

lish and helping out in the business office of the OAF. His major contribution dur-

ing the year was setting in motion the application for 501(c)3 status for the organi-

zation which has since been approved. Not something that he was expecting or ex-

perienced at but God does indeed work in mysterious ways. 

The Foundation, which operates on a shoestring budget, runs three schools; 

the first is Escuelita Nazareth, a special needs school with 64 of the neediest of people in Honduras who have a very low 

social status in their country, the second school is the Instituto Cardinal Rodriquez which is a traditional Honduran high 

school and was recently selected as one of the top ten high schools in the country and the third school is the Centro Escolar 

Santa Clara which is a bilingual elementary school where the students are team taught by North American volunteers and 

local Honduran teachers.  The Organization offers a wide variety of opportunities for involvement from financial support 

for the schools to providing scholarships for poor students. Short and long term missions are also an option where groups or 

individuals can help in a variety of community and school projects for one week or for one to two years. These are all cul-

(Continued on page 11) 

Helping in Honduras 
  By Rob and Kristi Privette 
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seemed strange to me, but on this particular Sunday the 

regular pastor was gone.  After some talk about the 

importance of communion, the substitute pastor stated that 

the bread and grape juice was in a big serving area by the 

exits.  “Just stop and get it on the way out”.  We didn’t take 

communion that day; it didn’t feel right to either one of us.  

As I looked over at the bread pieces and grape juice in cups, 

I swear I felt my heart break.  I’ve never had a feeling like 

that in church, and to this day it’s an image that haunts me.  I 

knew that day that what we were looking for was a more 

serious type of church. 

 I had begun looking into Catholicism about six months 

prior to this day.  I had watched some EWTN, and caught a 

Father Corapi program by chance one Saturday.  The winds 

of change were beginning to blow again in our lives, and our 

faith journey was about to turn again, and this time it was a 

turn for home. 

 We read as much as we could.  We watched Father 

Corapi faithfully, and caught an occasional Father Groeshel 

show.  We talked with Catholics we knew.  We made the 

decision to try the Parish of the Holy Spirit during the 

summer of 2009.  We sat in the back, and just tried to take it 

all in.  Then in the fall we decided to join RCIA, and our 

faith journey has straightened out at long last.  These last 

few months I’ve never felt more at home in a church, or 

been so sure that we are in the place where God wanted us 

all along. 

 As we get closer to Easter Sunday, it is with great 

anticipation and joy that we will have full communion with 

the Catholic Church.  It’s been a wonderful journey that I 

wouldn’t trade for anything.  It’s great to be home. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Voice of the Sprit Volunteer Editors: Marjie Sloon, 
Cecilia Rexus and Erica Hohl. Special thanks to 
contributing writers Larry ReMillard, Rob and Kristi 
Privette, Shirley Foster, Jim Carey, Katherine Crow-
ley, Fr. Auve, and Theresa Barnaby.  The Voice of 
the Spirit will be published periodically and mailed 
to parishioners.  Volunteers are wanted to 
contribute articles, photos, 
and ideas.  If you would like to 
help, please contact Roberta 
Wise in the the Parish Office. 

Knights of Columbus—By Jim Carey 
 

As the Knights of Columbus are the right arm of the Church world-wide, so the Holy Spirit Council is the right 
arm of the parish.  We recently planned the Saint Patrick Day's party for the parish on March 13th with proceeds 
going to Bishop White Seminary in Spokane.  We are also planning to take the lead in a project to install a mois-
ture drainage system around the Parish hall and to lead in our annual spring parish grounds cleanup.  For some 
time we have sponsored a Pantry Sunday and have delivered donated food to the local food bank.  We are trying to 
increase emphasis on this program. 
 

Our ongoing programs include: 
  Sponsorship of a weekly parish rosary 
  Providing volunteers for snow removal from parish walkways 
  Providing hospital equipment for those in need through KC Help 
  Supporting Special Olympics 
  Organizing Blood Drives 
  Holding Mother's Day Breakfast and other breakfasts throughout the year 
  Supporting an annual Pro-Life conference and 40 Days for Life 
  Hold an annual children's Christmas party 
  Sell ice cream at the fair and water follies to provide funds for St. Joseph's School 
  Support the Boy Scout Troop and sponsor the Cub Scout Pack 

One Person’s Journey 
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see which way we were led. Soon after I got a thought that 

maybe the answer was one of each. We received a website of 

waiting children, said a prayer, and spent some time looking 

at the kids’ pictures from Ethiopia. It took us very little 

time to point to Mekdes and Melese and decide unanimous-

ly they belonged in our family.  

The data collection and the required certification for an 

international process was very tedious and time consuming, 

but it was done without too much delay. One exciting part 

of the process was when the agency took some pictures and 

gifts over and we got to see a video of them getting the in-

formation on us. They looked so quiet and shy. They just 

smiled and asked no questions. Boy how things have 

changed! Nine months after hearing that radio program, 

Mekdes and Melese were flying home with me from Ethio-

pia. They spoke very little English, but we all just kind of 

powered through that.   

 At first, the kids all hit it off great with new sib-

lings. The honeymoon was great and probably lasted longer 

than expected, but also as expected, it wore off and a bunch 

of strangers were stuck living with each other. I had pre-

pared myself for this and battled the disappointments often 

with prayer, but couldn’t have possibly prepared the kids for 

the letdown. There was a period I wouldn’t want to repeat 

ever again. Lots of personality conflicts – plenty of which 

were possibly caused and exacerbated by me. I am not sure 

when those all passed, but today we have settled in a new 

norm and I think we all usually agree it is a better norm 

than before. The kids have their usual spats, but are truly 

the best of friends and all so kind to me.   

 Back when I heard the radio show that helped me real-

ize I was being called to adopt I heard more than once that 

if you give of your life in adoption, the blessings will be re-

turned to you one-hundred-fold. I have experienced this 

without a doubt. It is hard to put into words the feelings 

you get when you know you are listening to God's call, but 

that happiness is there. I do know one gift that stands out is 

that I can say without hesitation that my relationship with 

my first two children has improved in many different 

ways. There isn't anything I can think of to cause this other 

than it just happened through the grace of God.  This bless-

ing in itself would make the whole journey worthwhile. We 

are all so fortunate!.   

(Continued from page 5) 

Adoption is an Awesome Thing 

Helping in Honduras 

turally enriching experiences that enhance your life 

and help you live by faith. 

We were able to go back to Juticalpa for a 

week in February and were astounded by the positive 

changes going on. There were three long term volun-

teers there when we went in 2007/08. This year there 

are ten. The elementary school has a waiting list, vol-

unteers have put a new roof on  Escuelita Nazareth, 

Engineers Without Borders have installed a new inter-

net antenna and a Rotary club in California will be 

working on a water project for Santa Clara this sum-

mer. The Olancho Aid Foundation and the people of 

Honduras have really captured our hearts and we 

would be happy to provide more information to any-

one interested and you can get a sense of what OAF 

does by visiting the website www.olanchoaid.org. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Holy Week Schedule 
  Palm Sunday Vigil Mass—March 27, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

  Palm Sunday Mass—March 28, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

  Holy Thursday Mass—April 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 

  Good Friday Way of the Cross—April 2, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. 

  Good Friday Service—April 2, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 

  Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass—April 3, 2009 at 8:30 p.m. 

  Easter Morning Mass—April 4, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

   (No Easter Mass on Sunday Evening ) 

 First Holy Communion—April 24, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. Mass 

 Confirmation—May 2, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. Mass 

 Knights of Columbus’ Mothers’ Day Breakfast—May 9, 2010 

 Graduates Recognition Mass—May 16, 2010 at 5:30 pm Mass 

 Vacation Bible School “Kids Praise Days”—June 21-June 25, 2010 


