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Dear Parishioners, 

THE RITE FOR CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 

 At the liturgy of the Easter Vigil again this year some new brothers and sisters will be welcomed into the Catholic 

Church. Some of these, not yet baptized, will be referred to as catechumens, while those already validly baptized in 

another faith are called candidates. In this article I use the term “catechumens” to refer to both groups. 

 The RCIA is the best and proper process to be followed by one who wishes to join our Church, even though 

exceptions can be made for a very good reason. 

 All of the process begins with a period of evangelization and the precatechumenate. Hopefully each member of our 

parish sees his/her responsibility to evangelize, share the faith with others. St. Paul tells us that he is driven by the 

necessity of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. We should have that same drive. The Gospel is too great a 

treasure to keep to ourselves. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. “Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to 

Christ.” 

 After a member of our parish shares his/her faith with another person and convinces that person to explore the 

possibility of joining the Church, a more formal evangelization can begin in the meetings at the church. This period will 

help interested people to get answers and clarify their own thinking while they strive to grow in docility to the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance. This is a simple period of inquiry. 

 Next comes the acceptance into the order of catechumens. God showers His grace upon those who decide to 

continue their search for God. The catechumens declare publicly their intention to continue their prayer and study of the 

teachings of Jesus, and the church accepts them into the catechumenate or candidacy. By this time there are initial signs 

of conversion and an intention to enter into a relationship with God in Jesus Christ. There will be the beginnings of a 

prayer life and a sense of church while formation continues through teaching and the building of relationships with the 

RCIA team. This is a time to purify motives and dispositions. From this point on the church embraces the catechumens with a 

mother’s love and considers them her own since they are now part of the household of Christ. Names are publicly recorded in the 
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Tony and Jennifer Mauriello are two of six 

people at Holy Spirit Parish who will join the church at 

the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday.  The others are 

Heather Vogel, Matt Rexus, Jackelin Yrazoqui and Gary 

Clark.  Tony’s parents, David and Daina Mauriello 

converted a couple of years ago and now their son and 

daughter-in-law are following suit.  This is Jennifer’s 

story: 

 

My Life Journey to Find God 

 and Peace of Mind 
By Jennifer Mauriello 

 

 I lived in a very small town growing up 

and have had a lot of life lessons along the 

way. As a little girl I was very shy and spent 

a lot of time by myself and found it very 

hard to make friends. When I got older and 

in middle school and high school 

I did not make great choices in 

the people that I spent time with, 

but in my mind I had friends, and 

that was what was important at 

the time. I have always been 

restless with my emotions and 

how I felt about the way things in 

my life were going. I knew the 

difference between right and 

wrong, but still chose wrong. 

 Growing up, my family was 

never church-going. Maybe on a 

holiday or for a wedding but 

never on a regular basis. I knew 

from what I had seen and heard 

on these visits that I had a small 

understanding of what church was about, 

but knew that there was more. I spent a 

year as a single mother working and  raising 

my daughter, with all my time filled with the 

day-to-day struggles life put in front of me, I 

never found the time for church or to 

explore any religions. 

 Then I found what has turned out to be 

the solid in my life – my husband and the 

new family we have made. With this came 

a new outlook at life and God. My 

husband’s mother Daina Mauriello 

introduced me to members of the church 

and the RCIA program. Through that I have 

met many wonderful people and have 

been learning  what the 

importance of having 

God in your life means. 

 Through the 

teachings of the church 

and RCIA I have found 

a joy in life that is there 

every day and moment 

that I spend with my 

family and friends. 

Talking with my mother, 

she expressed to me the 

change she has noticed 

since I joined the 

church. She said there is 

a peace about me that 

One Person’s Journey 

Tony and Jennifer Mauriello 
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Flying the 

Friendly Skies 
 By Marjie Sloon 

 

 My husband’s idea of 

vacation involves a fishing 

pole and tackle.  My idea 

of vacation involves airline 

tickets and matching lug-

gage.  It’s no wonder then 

that I set out solo for the 

other side of the country 

where our daughters are living to spend 

some “girl time” with them. 

 But getting there is NOT half the 

fun.  The sense of being herded around 

like sheep, the lack of control (a big is-

sue for me…), the cramped quarters, the 

crowd, the bad food… 

 

It all starts with going through security. 

 

SECURITY 

 There’s nothing like going through 

security to fluster even the most serene 

of passengers:  Remove your shoes.  

Display your quart size plastic bag of 

liquids.  Cell phone?  Laptop?  Jacket off 

please (and hurry up!).  Place everything 

in the plastic bin and watch it disappear 

into the machine.  Do you have your 

boarding pass?  Well no, it’s in that plas-

tic bin that’s about to be x-rayed!  Col-

lect your armload of belongings while in 

your stocking feet, with hoards of har-

ried travelers pushing you forward.  

Then, try to put your shoes back on 

while standing because all the chairs are 

taken. 

 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

 Please direct your attention to our 

flight attendant as she goes over the 

safety features of this plane.  After some 

standard instructions, she says, “Sit 

back, relax, and enjoy the flight.”  Okay, 

I will.  But then she proceeds with more 

instructions followed 

again with “Sit back, 

relax, and enjoy the 

flight.”  Like a com-

mand, or a warning?  

This gets me thinking 

of the possibilities.  I 

mean, it’s not like 

we’re going to land in 

the Hudson, right?  

About the time I begin 

to sit back and relax, 

the pilot comes on the 

P.A. to announce we have reached cruis-

ing altitude and finishes by saying, “Sit 

back, relax, and enjoy the flight.”  Now 

I’m getting worried!  It’s like they’re 

saying “In spite of everything, sit 

back…” 

 

SKY MALL 

 I flip through the Sky Mall cata-

logue.  It’s full of truly useful items such 

as doggie doorbells and self-acupuncture 

kits.  Something I might keep in mind if 

I ever decide to fly again. 

 

THE LINEBACKER  

 A football-player-sized man has sat 

next to me, with his massive leg and 

shoulder encroaching on my space.  He 

pulls his baseball cap down over his eyes 

– a Do Not Disturb sign – and sleeps the 

entire flight.  As we begin our descent, 

he stirs. His ham-hock sized arm slides 

towards me.  I instinctively move away, 

then think no, I have to stand my ground 

(er, sit my air?) and use the full seat I’ve 

paid for!  I make a mental note to use 

and defend my entire tiny space on fu-

ture flights. 

 

CHANGING TERMINALS 

 Changing airlines at LaGuardia in 

New York City, I have to go out of the 

secured area, down the stairs, outside to 

the curb, find the bus stop for terminal 

transfer and wait –assuming I’m in the 

right spot – for the BLUE B TRANS-

FER BUS.  So when a huge blue bus 

pulls up I ask the driver, “U.S. Air-

ways?”  “Yes,” he says, “…at JFK.”  

Whoops!   I don’t even want to ponder 

how lost I would’ve been if I’d gotten 

dropped off at the wrong airport.  I wait 

for a not-so-blue bus – white, in fact, 

with blue lettering - and after driving far 

longer than any terminal distance should 

be, I get dropped off on the sidewalk and 

am left on my own to find the way in 

and through security once more.  This 

time I keep my boarding pass in my 

hand. 

 

OVERSOLD 

 This flight is oversold.  Do I want to 

volunteer to get bumped and take the 

next flight?  NO WAY!  I’m goin’ to see 

my girls!  No delays! 

 

THE BOOK 

 Wedged into my window seat with 

two love birds beside me snuggled to-

gether and sleeping, my tray table holds 

the remnants of my purchased snack 

pack, a Coke can, and plastic cup.  The 

flight attendant hurries down the aisle 

collecting garbage once, twice, three 

times without looking my way.  Then, 

horror of horrors, the novel I’ve been 

reading slides down between my chair 

and the wall.  I’m trapped with my tray 

table down and the sleeping love birds.  I 

try scooching my foot – no, it won’t go 

backwards under the seat.  I try squeez-

ing my hand down the wall – uh uh, 

even taking my ring off, my hand 

doesn’t fit.  How on earth (in the sky?) 

did my book fit through there?  With 

two hours left to go in this flight and no 

TV, I can’t stand the thought of not hav-

ing my book to read.  I do the only thing 

left for me to do.  I half raise up, twist 

around and “Excuse me,” to the poor 

unsuspecting gent behind me, “I dropped 
(Continued on page 10) 

Marjie’s Corner 
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Religious Education Preschool-5th—Pat Moore 
Life Teen and Edge Youth Programs—Mary Beth Casazza 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 

By Lisa Holle 
 

Elementary Religious Education (Coordinator, Pat Moore) 

 The elementary grades are plugging away nicely with the school year.  The second grade class, led by Emma Bacon and Nancy 
Thompson, celebrated their First Reconciliation with Father Auve and Father O’Shea in January.  The class is currently preparing for their 
First Communion, which will be celebrated on April 25th at the 6:00 Mass.  The parents and second graders spend a lot of time getting 
ready for this special event, including a half day retreat at the church. 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

 This years’ theme for VBS is “Crocodile Dock” and will be held the week of June 22nd to 26th.  More information and registration forms 
will be sent out by the end of the school year.  So, polish up your “Croc” sandals because you might need them for this exciting week!  If 
you would like to volunteer to be part of the Crocodile Dock team, contact Pat Moore at 735-8558.  There is a place for everyone---
decorations, crew (small group) leaders, stations leaders, kitchen, babysitter, prayer. 
\ 

 

Middle School and High School Youth Programs (Coordinator, Mary Beth Casazza) 

 The EDGE (middle school) and LIFE TEEN (high school) programs meet on Sunday evenings.   After attending the 5:30 p.m. Mass, 
the teens meet in the parish Hall and have a meal.  For these meals, they have been able to have a variety of foods.  There have been 
Pizza Nights, Sub Nights, and occasionally the Knights of Columbus will bring chicken for the event.  There are usually many hands to 
help with these meals to make them special. 
 

LIFE TEEN 

 This program for high school students, led by Mike and Carol Gaulke, has really taken off and is leading 
our teens in the right direction.  A special thanks to the Core Team leaders who dedicate a lot of their time. 

 We are blessed with the following Core Team Leaders: Rob and Kristi Privette, Mike Wise, Joe Schroeder, Jennifer Moore, Danielle 
Gerry, Brandon Andersen, Megan Demarest, and Sarah Koehler. 

 To keep the LIFE TEEN program interesting and fun, the Core Team leaders are sometimes asked to wear costumes and do silly 
skits, which they are more than willing to do!  They even had a “mock” wedding called the “Wedding Gone Wrong.”  The lesson was to not 
focus so much energy on the wedding day itself, but on the marriage. 
 

EDGE 

 The EDGE program is a smaller version of LIFE TEEN, but designed for middle school ages.  Some might 
say it is a baby step to Life Teen.  Perry Kelly leads, with help from co-leaders Terrence Casey, Monica Bacon, 
Julie Waddoups, Pat Moore, Alan and Shannon Neiling.  They are doing a really good job with this newly adopted program. 

 In both the EDGE and LIFE TEEN programs, the students begin together as a large group.  Usually, the group starts with an Opening 
Prayer, song and worship.  A lesson is presented and then smaller groups are formed to break into discussion and activities to enhance 
the lesson. 
 

CONFIRMATION 

 This year our Confirmation students have been meeting once a month on “Super Sundays” for discussion.  They are preparing for the 
Confirmation Mass on April 26, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  Please keep these candidates in prayer as they prepare their hearts for this very 
special Sacrament. 

 There is a Confirmation Team of leaders who have been guiding these teens.  A special acknowledgement goes to: Mike and Carol 
Gaulke, Mary Beth and Larry Casazza, Nichole and Jared Liebert, Shira Wise, and Judy Turner. 

 Thank you for your gift of time and talent! 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School: 

St. Joseph’s School              $ 14,400.00  

Benton-Franklin Co. Jail Ministry         250.00  

CBC Foundation            400.00 

Diocese of Yakima         1,420.00 

FOCUS (for Brooklyn & Craig Mauss Mission)      350.00 

Grace Clinic                   800.00 

REACH Youth Ministries           1,530.00  

Tri-Cities Chaplaincy Hospice       1,250.00  

Tri-Cities Food Bank                  2,250.00 

Tri-Cities Human Life           250.00 

World Relief (local Iraqi Refugee Family)         200.00 
 

Out of Our Area Charities 

Benedictine Sisters Perpetual Adoration         $1,250.00 

Breast Cancer Awareness        250.00 

Catholic Relief Services         500.00 

Coalition Against Assisted Suicide (CAAS)         4,000.00  

Covenant House (New York City)       550.00 

Macdonald Center & Residence       300.00 

Maryknoll Sisters                800.00 

St. Joseph, Sunnyside         750.00  

St. Joseph Indian School         250.00 

St. Labre Indian School         300.00 

St. Luke Institute              1,000.00 

St. Thomas More Newman Center      350.00 

The T.O.W.N. Fund          750.00 

West Suburban Assoc. for the Retarded, Inc     300.00  

    Grand Total        $34,450.00 

                 

Disbursements from Holy 

Spirits Charity Fund to needy families who come into the office 

looking for help.  

(August 21, 2008 through March 27, 2009) 

         Total    $1,742.35 

 

Plus the Special Collections:   

August 21, 2008 through March 27, 2009 
 

Peter’s Pence         $ 500.00 

National Retired Religious      1,185.00 

Mission Sunday        1,058.15 

Yakima Retired Priests        1,050.00 

Catholic Charities (Christmas Collection)    8,815.75 

      

 

Holy Spirit Charitable Donations  
Tithing Program  

For August 21, 2008—March 27, 2009 

Parishioners can be proud of their help 
and concern for the less fortunate. 

THANK YOU   
Troop 275 wishes to thank Holy 
Sprit Parish and the Knights of Co-
lumbus for the support of the 
troop’s need to purchase addition-
al camping equipment for 
their growing unit. 

The Knights of Columbus sponsored a Breakfast to 
benefit Boy Scout Troop 275.  The breakfast was 
cooked, served, and cleaned up by the scouts  with 
plenty of Knights helping in the kitchen as well.   
Troop 275 has close to 40 scouts in it and several of 
the scout leaders in this troop are Knights including 
the Scoutmaster, Bill Decker. 

Boy Scout Breakfast 
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By Cecilia Rexus 

Unsung Hero – Nancy Carson 
 

When you’re moving to a new city and God 

finds you a home across the street from a church, 

surely he must have plans. 

 At least that’s what Nancy Carson figures now. 

She really didn’t want to move to the Tri-Cities eight 

years ago – it was too hot and dusty, she thought.   

 Nancy remembers it was hard to find a home 

situated on a small lot. It seemed that every home 

she looked at had at least an acre of lawn to go 

with it. She wondered if they would ever find what 

they wanted. Then one Sunday, after leaving the 

parking lot of the church, she saw an OPEN HOUSE 

sign, followed the directions and found the house on 

the corner next to the rectory. At first, she said she 

didn’t even think about it being so close to Parish of 

the Holy Spirit and she had no idea her next door 

neighbor would be Fr. O’Shea. 

 But it wasn’t long after they moved in that she 

realized how beneficial living so close to the church 

could be. Her involvement in the church started 

when her husband, Joe, entered the Right of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). In 2002 she joined the 

RCIA team and started a hospitality ministry. Each 

week she would invite two or three parishioners to 

bring refreshments, greet the candidates and then 

pray for them while they were in class. It was a great 

way to introduce the candidates to members of the 

parish and at the same time make the candidates 

feel more a part of the parish family, she said. 

Then, in 2003, Fr. O’Shea asked her to head 

the parish stewardship program which put her in 

touch with all the various ministries at Holy Spirit.  She 

ended up being the “go-to” person for just about 

everything.  Everyone knew she could be counted 

on to help out and fill in if someone needed some-

thing done.  

Being so close to the church has proven to 

be immensely helpful. For example, if someone sud-

denly can’t keep their coffee and cookie duty be-

fore Mass, it’s no problem for Nancy to cross the 

street, get everything set up and recruit one or two 

people to serve the refreshments after Mass. She is 

also the one who takes care of the prizes for the 

women’s group Christmas raffle when the winners 

are not present to claim them. She said in the past 

she usually brought them home and put them under 

her Christmas tree until it was convenient for the win-

ners to pick them up. 

“That is how it was 

done before the hall 

was built,” she said. 

Now she is able to 

store them at the 

church. 

It’s these 

kinds of things that 

make it so handy to 

have a parishioner 

living close by. 

“Really, I 

don’t think I do any more than anyone else would 

do if they lived as close as I do (to the church),” 

Nancy said.  “The people I admire are those who 

have to drive here and volunteer and then drive 

home and take care of their families.” 

 Even so, it seems Nancy is always at the church. 

When called on, she helps the Sacristan set up for 

the Saturday evening Mass and an occasional fu-

neral. She helps with the care of the church grounds 

and is an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist. She 

even taught a sixth grade religious ed. class when 

the church was desperate for a teacher. 

 Last fall she gave up her responsibility heading 

the stewardship program, saying after five years she 

felt it was time someone new took over. In January 

2008 Nancy retired from her position with a local wa-

ter district and now works part-time in the church 

office assisting Roberta, the church secretary. So she 

is still at Holy Spirit much of the time. 

 Nancy says all her volunteering at the church is 

simply her way of giving back to God what He has 

so freely given to her. And she adds, “As a former 

stewardship committee person I know no matter 

how much I do for God, God’s generosity to us can-

not be outdone.”  

But she adds, “I have lots of fun trying.”  

Nancy says what she does at the church is 

done with the full support of her husband and “that 

makes it a lot easier to do.”   

She may not have wanted to move to the Tri

-Cities at first, but now, eight year’s later, she’s glad 

she’s here. 

 And so are we. 

 

As a side note, Nancy asked me to mention that it’s 

not all work and no play. Her favorite pastime is cro-

cheting afghans. 

 Unsung Heroes  
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Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Sacraments 

Baptisms 
We welcome the following who were baptized into 
the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from 
August 21, 2008 through March 28, 2009. 
 
Arianna Francisca Baez    

Keira Marie Burney    

Medkes Kia Katherine Crowley     

Melese Abusha Joseph Crowley 

Gabriel Douglas Jahns 

Lilly Rose MacRoberts 

Kaylee Lynn Owen  

Ashlynn Savannah Palmer 

Cadence Brook Picker 

Kali Kay Rothrock 

Kaeri Lois Ward 

Sydney Makayla Weis 

Deaths 
August 21, 2008 through March 27, 2009 

Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 

 

 
Daniel Bonin 

Rita Ellen Cleveland 

Elizabeth “Betty” Lynn Decker 

Charles Melvin Halstead 

James Rhea Harley 

Robert Loyd Johnson, Jr. 

Mary Linda Merrill 

Dayton “Marty” Martindale 

Rita Teague 

  

Sacrament of Matrimony 
August 21, 2008 through March 27, 2009 

 
David Frank Burney 

 and  
Audrey Ann Cerrillo 

Fr. O’Shea and Bishop Sevilla with the 
stone marker for the priests cemetery in 
Yakima.   

Holy Spirit’s  

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 
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By Theresa Barnaby 
 

God in the Dock 
C.S. Lewis 
 

 Most people know C.S. Lewis as the author 

of the captivating children’s series The Chroni-

cles of Narnia.  Some have ventured further and 

read his other fictional endeavors, such as The 

Screwtape Letters or his fantastical space trilo-

gy Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That Hideous 

Strength.  But have you ever tried to read some of his nonfiction 

works?  One of the best known is Mere Christianity, but there are 

many more to choose from.  One excellent compendium of his 

essays on theology and ethics can be found in our parish library. 

 God in the Dock, is a collection of Lewis’ letters, columns and 

speeches.  Most are pretty short --- under 10 pages at best -- but 

all are reflections on a myriad of subjects, from the rise or decline 

of Christianity during his time, to apologetics, capital punishment, 

animals in heaven and much more.  Lewis never attempts to con-

vince his reader that he is an authority on the subject, but uses his 

articulate writings to talk about his own beliefs and insights.  I think 

that this is probably his greatest strength as a writer; Lewis never 

arrogantly assumes that his point of view is the correct one, but 

lays out his beliefs and offers them to the reader as something to 

ponder over. 

 The title of the book is based on an analogy Lewis once made, 

suggesting that ancient man saw God as an accused man would, 

approaching God as the judge.  But modern man reverses the 

roles, and sees himself as the judge and God as the one in the 

dock (“In the Dock” meaning “on trial”). 

 I must say, I wasn’t sure I would enjoy this book.  While the 

Narnia books rank among my top five favorite series, I wasn’t sure 

I’d have time to digest some musty old tome of boring letters writ-

ten before I was born.  But, as I started reading, I found that in-

stead of being impatient with an archaic style of writing, I became 

captivated with the eloquence of Lewis’ writing, and how accessi-

ble it really is.  I also found myself really thinking about the sub-

jects he writes about, and taking some time to ponder on my own 

thoughts and ideas on Christianity.  Whether you agree with Lewis’ 

view of Christianity or not, the essays in this book are beautifully 

written and very thought provoking.  An excellent introduction to 

the nonfiction side of C.S. Lewis. 

Check It Out... 

In this  section we highlight books and videos that are available to check out from our parish library.  Parishioners of all ages are welcome to 
submit a review.  We’d love to hear from you if you’ve read a book that you think others would enjoy too. 

By Jordan Rehder 

 This January, our parish was able to receive the many 

blessings of having a parish mission. With Brendan Case 

as the mission leader, it was a very spirit-filled event. The 

high-school youth of Holy Spirit got to experience our par-

ish mission in a special way. Our Sunday Life-nights, 

though always wonderful, were made even better by the 

presence of Brendan. He led us through an evening of 

sharing his ministry experiences, praise and worship mu-

sic, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and a final pledge 

of our lives to Christ. 

 Our night began in the Parish Community Center, 

where many of us met Brendan for the first time. He ex-

plained his ministry to us; including why he wears his 

black scapular and large crucifix. He explained that his 

clothing (intriguing to us who even knew why he wore 

them) often caused complete strangers to approach him, 

and he had several amusing stories about these encounters. 

One of the most interesting involved Burger King, an 

atheist and the Holy Spirit. Brendan told us that once, 

while sitting at a booth in Burger King dressed in his jeans, 

t-shirt, and full-body scapular, a man approached him. 

This man was none other than the head of the region’s 

Atheist society. He proceeded to question Brendan about 

what he was wearing and what he believed. The encounter 

ended with the man following Brendan out to Brendan’s 

car. There, Brendan prayed over him and the atheist was 

so filled with the Holy Spirit that he began shaking con-

vulsively. All of this in a Burger King parking lot! Brendan 

invited him to Mass and was delighted to see him wor-

shiping there on Sunday. This was just one of the miracles 

that God has worked through Brendan’s ministry.  

 From the PCC, Brendan invited us over to the church 

to spend time with the Lord. We truly were visited by Je-

sus in the form of Eucharistic Adoration. Fr. Auve took 
(Continued on page 10) 

Youth Voices 
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book of catechumens at a public ceremony of acceptance, 

normally at Mass. 

 On the first Sunday of Lent, the catechumens experience the 

Rite of Election. At our parish Mass their names are recorded in 

the Book of the Elect. This book is meant to remind us to the 

Book of Life referred to in Revelation. Now they are the elect of 

God, those chosen by God for eternal life. Their godparents 

testify to their readiness. Following the Mass here at the church, 

the catechumens and candidates travel to Yakima for enrollment 

by the Bishop. All 41 parishes of the Diocese are invited to bring 

their elect to this beautiful ceremony. They are chosen for 

initiation into the church. The Rite of Election begins a period 

called Purification and Enlightenment for the elect. It coincides 

with Lent. Lenten Scripture readings at Mass are designed to 

further the formation of the elect, especially on Baptism and 

repentance. 

 This is a period of more intense spiritual preparation, 

intended to purify the minds and hearts of the elect through 

deeper reflection on and knowledge of Jesus Christ the Savior 

and through self examination. It includes three scrutinies at 

Sunday Mass to evaluate the readiness of the elect for the 

sacraments of initiation at Easter. The scrutinies are meant to 

uncover and heal all that is weak, defective or sinful, to bring out 

and strengthen all that is upright and good. They pray for 

protection against temptation, for deeper self knowledge and 

intimate knowledge of Christ and His church. 

 The Lenten Gospel of the Samaritan Woman at the Well 

during Lent reminds the elect that in Baptism they are filled with 

Christ, the Living Water. The second scrutiny happens with the 

Gospel of the Man Born Blind to remind all that in Baptism faith 

opens our eyes to REALLY see, while the third scrutiny comes 

with the Gospel of the Raising of Lazarus to remind us that Jesus 

is the resurrection and the life for us all. 

 During the period of purification and enlightenment, the 

church lovingly presents to the elect the treasures of the Creed 

and the Lord’s Prayer, summarizing the heart of the church’s faith 

and prayer. 

 At the Easter Vigil, we come to the sacraments of initiation: 

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. The elect are admitted to 

the people of God, the church, in this magnificent celebration late 

Saturday night just before Easter Sunday. St. Paul, in the 6th 

chapter of Romans, reminds us that we are baptized into the death 

of Jesus Christ so that we can experience a resurrection like His. 

The elect go down into the waters of Baptism so that the old 

person (the sinner) can drown and a child of God can be born of 

those waters. Then we pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit and 

the newly baptized (now called neophytes) join us fully in the 

Mass of the Vigil and receive the Eucharist for the first time.  It is 

a night of great joy as we keep vigil (watch) for the risen Christ 

who appears “very early on the first day of the week”. 

 The neophytes continue their formation between Easter and 

Pentecost with post-baptismal catechesis or mystagogy. It is time 

to celebrate the goodness of the Lord, our saving God! 

 I hope you can come to the Easter Vigil. It is late (9:30 p.m.) 

and a bit long, but it is a joyful time for us all. Happy Easter! 

    Fr. Perron Joseph Auve 

(Continued from page 1) 

THE RITE FOR CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 

RCIA catechumens (front) Jackelin Yrazoqui, Jennifer Mauriello, and Heather 

Vogel and (back) Matt Rexus and Gary Clark (not pictured Tony Mauriello).   

RCIA team leaders, catechumens, and their sponsors. 
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my book under the seat…”  Now, let it be known that “chivalry is 

not dead, nor doth it sleep.”  That kind young man (okay, he was 

probably 40, but age is relative) folded up his laptop computer, 

shuffled aside some papers, returned his tray table to its full up-

right and locked position and proceeded to rummage around under 

the seat in front of him – mine – with his foot until - aha! – he 

produced my book.  I thanked him profusely. 

 

THE LAVATORY 

 Happily settled back in my seat with my good book, it slowly 

creeps into my consciousness – I have to use the lavatory.  So 

now I unbuckle my seatbelt, place all the snack remains into the 

little cardboard box they came in, put it on my lap, fold up the 

tray table, slide forward, place the snack box behind me on the 

seat, and look imploringly at the sleeping love birds.  Oh dear.  

The guy stirs and opens his eyes.  I’ve willed it, I’m sure of it.  So 

now I disturb both of them, and carefully laying my book on my 

seat, I climb oh-so-gracefully over the feet of these strangers to 

reach the aisle. 

 

SIT BACK, RELAX… 

 Ah! NOW I can sit back, relax, and enjoy the flight, knowing 

that very soon the joy of seeing my daughters and all the fun we 

will have together will make this challenging trip worthwhile.  In 

all the excitement I can easily forget that in only a week I’ll have 

to make this same trek back home. 

 

POST-VACATON MUSINGS 

 Traveling is necessary if you want to reach your destination.  

All the discomfort, weariness, confusion, and awkward moments 

are worth it once you’re finally there.  Life is like traveling – you 

do the best you can while not totally being in control.  And heav-

en is the place we long to get to.  Like most places worth getting 

to, however, heaven isn’t free.  But Jesus has purchased the ticket 

for us.  During this Easter season, let’s remember the price He 

paid for us to reach our final destination. 

 Sitting in my easy chair in the comfort of my own home, as I 

wait for my lost luggage to be delivered, I think, just maybe, my 

next vacation will be a fishing trip after all. 

 

 “Yes, God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him may not die but may have eternal life.”  

John 3:16 

(Continued from page 3) 

Flying the Friendly Skies 

Voice of the Sprit Volunteer Editors: Marjie 
Sloon, Cecilia Rexus and Erica Hohl.  Special 
thanks to contributing writers   
Jennifer Mauriello, Lisa Holle, Fr. Auve Jordan 
Rehder, and Theresa Barnaby.  The Voice of 
the Spirit will be published periodically and 
mailed to parishioners.  Volunteers are 
wanted to contribute articles, photos, 
and ideas.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Roberta Wise in the the Parish Office. 

the Blessed Sacrament from the Tabernacle and placed it in the 

Monstrance. With Jesus on the altar, Brendan led us in prayer and 

praise and worship music. It was awesome to have so many teens 

together, adoring and singing praises to God. Our adoration culmi-

nated with Brendan inviting all of us to the area around the altar to 

kneel before the Blessed Sacrament and dedicate our lives to Christ. 

This was a powerful experience - all of us packed shoulder to shoul-

der, proclaiming our love for God with new purpose for our lives.  

 Before the night was over, Brendan invited us to return to the 

Sacrament of Penance for reconciliation with God. He also encour-

aged all of us to return each night of the parish mission for contin-

ued prayer, blessings, and praise.  With the strong presence of 

youth at the rest of the parish mission, it is obvious that many of us 

took Brendan’s and the Holy Spirit’s urgings to heart.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Youth Voices—Parish Mission 
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YES! (Youth Engaging Scripture) 

 When Brendan Case was at Holy Spirit for the parish mis-
sion, he visited students at Southridge and Kamiakin high schools 
during their lunch periods.  His meeting was designed to get the 
teens involved and fired up in the Holy Spirit through reading 
scripture, praying and songs of worship.  He arranged for the stu-
dents to meet after he left to discuss where they would like to go 
from there.  Teens at both schools decided they wanted to gather 
together once a week during their lunch period, so YES! was put 
into action. YES! (Youth Engaging Scripture) is a Catholic teen-to-
teen Bible sharing program from St. Mary’s Press that is based on 
the lectio divina process which is a reverential way of reading and 
gently listening to God’s word.  Led by students leaders, the teens 
gather to read and reflect on the following Sunday’s gospel.  The 
response has been fantastic, and the youth report that hearing 
and reflecting on the upcoming gospel reading has made the gos-
pel and homily more meaningful when they hear it at Mass.  
Southridge has even added music with a guitar to their session!  
Word is that Kamiakin is also going to add music.  All high school 

youth are invited and welcome to attend the session at their 
school---you can even bring friends!  Southridge meets on Tues-
days in Mrs. Privette’s room, and Kamiakin meets on Wednes-
days in Mrs. Razor’s room (505). 
 

YOUNG NEIGHBORS IN ACTION 

 Parish of the Holy Spirit will be sending 6 high school youth 
and 2 chaperones to Yakima this summer during the week of July 
19-25 to participate in Young Neighbors in Action, sponsored by 
the Center for Ministry Development.  Young Neighbors is a truly 
Catholic, week-long service-learning experience designed to help 
teams of older adolescents and adults change their perspective 
so that they can change their world.  This will be an intense week 
of fellowship, service and prayer during which our teens will have 
the opportunity to meet and serve with people from all over the 
United States.  It should be a rich and rewarding mission for all! 

 The Holy Spirit Mission Team would appreciate any help you 
can give to sponsor them.  Prayer is especially requested, but 
support of fund raising efforts will also be appreciated.  Donations 
will be gratefully accepted. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 

Holy Spirit Parish Confirmation Candidates 

Christmas Pageant  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Holy Week Schedule 
  Holy Thursday—April 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

  Good Friday Way of the Cross—April 10, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. 

  Good Friday Service—April 10, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

  Holy Saturday Vigil Mass—April 11, 2009 at 9:30 p.m. 

  Easter Morning Mass—April 12, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

   (No Easter Mass on Sunday Evening ) 

 Spaghetti Benefit Dinner (for Iraqi Refugee Family—April 24, 2009 

 First Holy Communion—April 25, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. Mass 

 Confirmation—April 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. Mass 

 Appreciation Dinner—May 2, 2009 

 Knights of Columbus’ Mother’s Day Breakfast—May 10, 2009 

 Rummage Sale—May 15 and 16, 2009 

 Knights of Columbus/Red Cross Blood Drive—May 23, 2009 

 Mass Honoring High School Graduates—May 31, 2009 at 5:30 Mass 

 Vacation Bible School—June 22 through June 26, 2009 

 Parish Picnic—August 2, 2009 


