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D ear Parishioners, 
 

 NEW MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 28, the Parish of the Holy 
Spirit will be following a new schedule for Masses. There 
will be one Mass on Sunday mornings at 9:30, and one on 
Sunday evenings at 5:30. (The Saturday evening Mass 
remains the same, at 6:00 p.m.) 
 
This revision of the Sunday schedule is part of our adoption of a new youth ministry called Life 
Teen. The congregation was surveyed and the input of the Parish Council, based on the survey, 
indicated that the change would be wise. 
 
Please pray for our Life Teen youth ministry, that it might be a great success in forming strong 
Catholic Christians as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
A parish might be described as the incarnation of the family of God. Holy Spirit is a wonderful 
example of this family spirit. Most people here are committed to each other in a genuine love that 
deepens our unity. God has called us together to be His family. I guess some people see church much 
like a convenience store. A parish should be much more. 
   
 
 

                 Fr. Perron J. Auve 

                 Pastor 

Parish of the Holy Spirit 

From the Pastor   2008 September 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday Morning   9:30 AM 
 

Sunday Evening  5:30  PM 
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By Sandra Zilar 

In the beginning: 

 Let’s go back to when I was a child.  From the 
outside we appeared to be a happy church going 
family.  We had a house with (literally) a white 
picket fence, two cars, a boat and my dad owned 
his own gas station.  Inside, however, was a 
completely different environment.  Dad loved to 
drink— a lot  There was domestic violence almost 
daily.  Dad had a very strong discipline ethic, these 
days referred to as child abuse.  This was the life I 
came to know, always feeling it was wrong, but 
accepting it as the life I was given.  I was always 
questioning why I had been given this family but 
trusting in God.  We attended church semi 
regularly, enough for me to have something to 
believe in and hold on to during the rough times—
FAITH.  When I was about six years old my mother 
left.  I mean literally left.  I was awakened by my 
oldest sister to get ready for school and to all of our 
surprise mom had packed up and left.  Life got really 
crazy for the next three years.  Myself and four siblings, 
me being the youngest, were now alone with this man, 
our father who we had grown to fear, .  By the grace of 
GOD we all survived and quite well I might say. 

 Jumping forward, my dad would send all of us kids to 
different family members over the next several years and 
quite often.  In retrospect this was the best thing he 
could have done for us.  We were able to live in calm and 
peace, experience various faith-based churches and 
develop a sense of healthy living.  I had just turned 14 
and was living with a relative, life was good.  For the first 
time since 1st grade I was able to attend a school for the 
entire school year.   During summer vacation I went to 
stay with my dad.  He didn’t have his own place so we 
stayed with a friend of my father’s.  The friend turned out 
to be not so nice.  Shall I just say he abused me mentally 

and physically?  
My dad 
however was 
no where to be 
found.   I 
managed to 
make my way 
to Arizona and 
live with my 
mom.  It was 
at that time I 
went to the 
doctor and 
found out I 
was pregnant.  
Now this was a 
time that I 

really needed the Lords guidance!  He again was there 
for me.  I gave birth to a beautiful baby girl.  I chose to 
keep the baby for many different reasons, however 
abortion was never considered.   I was now a 16-year-old 
single mom, living on my own and going to school.   Six 
months after giving birth I got married and was 
pregnant. Again asking the Lord for guidance, I chose to 
have the baby and put it up for adoption.  This was a 
difficult choice, but what a glorious feeling.   As I look 
back, the marriage was merely for the sense of security.  
My marriage lasted about 10 years (off and on).  There 
are definitely no regrets with my choices and decisions 
that I made during this period of my life.  In a strange 
way it was bringing me closer and closer to the Lord.  I 
always felt his presence no matter how difficult things 
were.  I knew he had a plan and I just needed to trust in 
him.  Patience has never been one of my stronger areas.  
I did spend a lot of time questioning “Why me Lord?”  
People often would tell me the Lord never give us more 
than we can handle, it makes us stronger.  I remember 
telling the Lord I’m strong enough please take it easy on 
me.   I had been presented with many obstacles in my 
life but was always able to rise to the challenge, knowing 
the Lord was with me. 

My new beginning: 

After one failed marriage, my daughter was 13 and 
wanted to live with her father.  I for the first time EVER 
in my life was alone.  I had no one to care for me or 
depend on me, I was by myself.  I found that I was 
looking at life in a whole new way.  I wasn’t happy with 
where I was, being very insecure and needing to find 
myself.  For the first time ever I could go wherever I 

(Continued on page 12) 

One Person’s Journey 

“I had been presented 
with many obstacles in 
my life but was always 
able to rise to the 
challenge, knowing the 
Lord was with me.” 
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By Marjie Sloon 

 
As you know, I often write 
about my family.  This summer 

our youngest child is moving 
across country to continue her 
education.  Since I'm not feeling 

particularly witty about the sub-
ject yet, I thought this would be 

a good time to re-run an article I 
wrote in 1998, directed towards 

much younger families.  I'm re-
minded again that "the days are 
long but the years fly by."  En-

joy. 
 

 
I’m in the habit of blessing myself 
whenever I drive past the church.  
One day I automatically and absent-
mindedly made the Sign of the Cross 
as I passed McDonalds.  “Oh boy, I’m 
in serious shape,” I thought, when I 
realized what I’d done.  But when a 
cheeseburger-ketchup-only is the only 
thing between your finicky eater and 
anorexia, maybe it is a revered place 
after all. 
 
Children do these crazy things to your 
mind.  I’m sure I wasn’t like this be-
fore I had kids, but I can’t remember.  
As my friend Carol Spracklen says,  
“I lost too many brain cells during 
childbirth.” 
 
But women can blame everything on 
childbirth, can’t they?  “I can’t mow 
the lawn because I’m the one who had 
the babies!”  “I can’t help move the 
piano ‘cause I’m the one who had the 
babies!”  “I can’t learn to change the 
oil in the car because I’m the one who 
had the babies!”  But when I tried “I 
can’t do the laundry because I’m the 
one...” my husband cut me off.  Better 
stop while I’m ahead. 
 

A woman I met recently with two pre-
schoolers complained and explained 
why she’s often not at church.  
“Wrestling with the kids the whole 
time, I don’t get anything out of it.”  
Boy!  Can I relate! 
 
I remember the very last time I ever 
wore my pre-children-favorite-leather
-coat was to Mass with my first new-
born.  She puked on the shoulder and 
it ran down the back.  The coat went 
to the church rummage sale and I be-
gan checking labels for “Machine 
Washable.”  
 
And the most embarrassing things 
happen when you unwisely choose to 
sit in the front row with tiny children.  
Like the time I discovered to my hor-
ror that my recently potty-trained tod-
dler (I won’t mention any names), in 
her short summer dress, had forgotten 
to put on her training pants.  I’m sure 
the people behind us were amused.   
 
Or the time one of my two-year-olds 
decided to totally unsnap the entire 
length of the front of her dress.  I 
learned to never buy toddler’s clothes 
that fasten in the front.  
 
Sometimes the only thing I felt I was 
“getting” out of going to church was 
the cookie and coffee at the end.  But 
it’s not about “getting”, is it?  It’s 
about “giving” yourself in worship to 
God.  And I think the harder it is for 
you to get there and concentrate, the 
bigger the sacrifice to our Lord, the 
better He likes it.  “Let the little chil-
dren come to me,” Jesus reminds us.  
He’s talking about us grownups too. 
 
But blink your eyes, and “this too 
shall pass”.  My kids are altar servers 
now.  I no longer wrestle and shush 
tiny Catholics at my side.  They’re 
nearly as tall as I am.  And yet I know 
that this also is just a stage in our fam-
ily development and someday it’ll be 
back to my husband and I standing 
alone in church, our children having 

flown the nest. 
 
I want to tell this young woman not to 
despair during these early years.  Chil-
dren ARE uncivilized and you DO 
wear yourself out sometimes during 
Mass.  But it really is for only a short 
time.  The years fly by. 
 
Just ask me.  I know.  I’m the one eye-
ing a new leather coat. 
 
 

Marjie’s Corner 

Voice of the Sprit Volunteer 
Editors: Marjie Sloon, Cecilia 
Rexus and Erica Hohl.  Special 
thanks to contributing writers   
Sandra Zilar, Lisa Holle, Fr. Auve, 
and Theresa Barnaby.  The Voice 
of the Spirit will be published 
periodically and mailed to 
parishioners.  Volunteers are 
wanted to contribute articles, 
photos, and ideas.  If you would 
like to help, please contact 
Roberta Wise in the the Parish 
Office. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Preschool—5th Grade 

By Lisa Holle 

Pat Moore, Director of Elementary Religious Education, has continued to stay busy (again!) this summer.  Her biggest 
challenge was probably Kids Praise Days (Vacation Bible School) the last week of June.  This year’s theme was Power Lab, a 
science-filled week of fun learning about God for preschool age through 5th grade.  There were almost 100 children that 
attended VBS this summer and around 50 volunteers.  We know Pat appreciates all her crew leaders and so many others 
that lend their talents.  And the kids always have a blast! 
 

Other miscellaneous projects that Pat worked on include: 
 

 Life Teen training the first week in June in Carefree, Arizona 
 Wednesday night Fun Nights for all middle school and high school ages. 

These evenings are all about being together in a comfortable, safe, Christian environment in the Hall Youth Room.  
They play games outside as well, but spend the majority playing air hockey, ping pong and foosball.   

 Camp Breakaway in Cle Elum, WA, the first full week in August.  This is the 9th year going to camp and it includes 
incoming 6th grade to 9th graders.  Pat reports that at least 28 staff members attended this fun camp. 

 

In addition, there have been several new family members registering their children for religious education this fall.  It is 
encouraging and exciting to have our Elementary education program grow.  Miss Pat thinks this will be a great year for our 
students to grow in faith as well. 
 
Get ready for next year’s Kids Praise Days—Crocodile Dock, where fearless kids shine God’s light. 

Religious Education Preschool-5th—Pat Moore 
Middle & High School Faith Formation—Mary Beth Casazza 

Religious Education/Faith Formation 

 There are some exciting changes taking place in 

the Middle School, High School, and Confirmation re-

ligious education programs this coming school year!  

Parish of the Holy Spirit is implementing the Life Teen 

program for high school students, grades nine 

through twelve, and continuing the Edge program for 

all middle school students, grades six through eight. 

 So, what is Life Teen?  Mary Beth Casazza, our 

Coordinator of Middle and High School Religious Edu-

cation, explained it to me, which I will summarize for 

you.  But, honestly, if you have five minutes you really 

would be better going to www.lifeteen.com.  This pro-

gram will be spirit-led and life-changing for our youth 

and our parish.  Check it out! 

Life Teen Mission Statement 

 Life Teen is an international Catholic movement 

that serves the Church by providing resources and 

faith experiences that help lead teens closer to Christ. 

This is accomplished through a vibrant Eucharistic 

spirituality and by creating opportunities for teens to 

grow in their faith. 

History of Life Teen 

Life Teen began in 1985 as a single-parish program in 

Mesa, Arizona. As it grew in popularity with the teens, 

people around the country began to take notice. The 

simple model of a Mass focused on teens and their 

(Continued on page 13) 

Middle and High School Faith Formation 
 

Life Teen Program Is What It’s All About 
By Lisa Holle 
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Local Charities & St. Joseph’s School: 

St. Joseph’s School                9,000.00  

Arc of the Tri-Cities          500.00 

Columbia Industries         500.00 

Grace Clinic               1,250.00 

Habitat for Humanity         300.00 

REACH Youth Ministries            500.00 

Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery        500.00 

Special Olympics            500.00 

Tri-Cities Food Bank                 1,250.00 

Tri-Cities Human Life         250.00 

 

Out of Our Area Charities 

Covenant House (New York City)      500.00 

Macdonald Center & Residence      500.00 

Maryknoll Sisters             1,250.00 

St. Joseph, Sunnyside        600.00  

St. Joseph Indian School        250.00 

St. Joseph Parish         300.00 

Voice of Hope          500.00 

 Grand Total         $18,150.00 

                 

 
Disbursements from Holy Spirits Charity Fund to needy families who 

come into the office looking for help.  

(April 1, 2008 through August 20, 2008) 

         Total     $929.81 

 

 

Plus the Special Collections:  April 1, 2008 through August 20, 2008 

 

Peter’s Pence          1,447.00 

Operation Ricebowl        1,958.85 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal            1,395.00 

     Grand Total                  4,800.85 

 

 

Holy Spirit Charitable Donations  
Tithing Program  

For April 1, 2008—August 20, 2008 

Parishioners can be proud of their help 
and concern for the less fortunate. 

INITIATIVE 1000 
By Fr. Auve 
 

It is God alone who gives and takes 
away life. God gives each person 
an inviolable right to life. It is es-
sential that human life have the 
protection needed from those who 
encroach step by step on that invio-
lability. When some human lives 
become less inviolable than others, 
a society is in grave danger. In this 
matter, even our civil law can be 
wrong. Slavery was temporarily 
protected by the Supreme Court. 
The human person is sacred, but 
God is our creator and master of 
life. 
 
In Exodus 20:13 God said simply, 
“You shall not kill.” It is a com-
mandment without exceptions. As 
believers it is important for us to 
help maintain the sacredness of 

each human life. Slavery weakened 
that inviolability, so did legalized 
abortion, so will physician assisted 
suicide (Initiative 1000) or mercy 
killing as it is sometimes called. 
 
The Hippocratic Oath which physi-
cians take says, “I will give no 
deadly medicine to anyone if asked, 
nor suggest any such counsel.” No 
wonder that the majority of the 
medical community is opposed to 
physician assisted suicide. The 
American Medical Association and 
all 50 state medical societies op-
pose physician assisted suicide. It is 
incompatible with the mission of 
the physician to save life. 
 
Initiative 1000 is especially danger-
ous since it offers health care pro-
viders incentives to cut costs, re-
quires no psychological evaluation 
even though depression may well 
follow a terminal diagnosis, does 

not require that the request for phy-
sician assisted suicide be made in 
person and has no safeguards for 
the patient after a prescription is 
written. 
 
God said, “You shall not kill.” God 
made no exceptions other than pro-
portionate self defense against an 
unjust attacker and limited capital 
punishment. We have no right to 
make exceptions. Initiative 1000 
will be on the November ballot. Let 
your conscience be formed by the 
teaching of the Catholic Church. 
 
Jesus Christ is the Lord of life. A 
human being is not his/her own 
lord and master. 
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Catholic Daughters of Americas 
and 

Class of 2008 Seniors Luncheon 
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By Cecilia Rexus 

Unsung Hero – Rose Stevens 
  Some parish volunteers work in ways that are pretty 

visible, while others work quietly behind the scenes.   

 This issue of Voice of the Spirit we highlight a woman 

who does both. 

 Rose Stevens does so much for the church it would 

take several people to do what she does by herself. 

 Most of the church knows her as the “lady with the 

camera”. She’s the church’s resident historian and 

takes photos at all the major (and even minor) events 

at Parish of the Holy Spirit. She says she has discs at 

home chronicling the last 10 years of the church. In re-

cent memory she’s gone to most all parish dinners, 

breakfasts, dances, anniversary parties, Easter egg 

hunts,  work parties, etc… – you name it, she probably 

has a picture of it. 

 She said she always liked taking photos, but it used 

to be so expensive before digital photography that she 

couldn’t take as many pictures as she would have 

liked. Now, with new technology, there’s no film to buy 

and batteries are rechargeable so she can click away. 

   She also teaches religious education. Last 

year she taught first grade and said she really enjoyed 

watching the kids grow. The questions they ask at the 

end of the year are deeper than the questions they ask 

at the beginning of the year, she said. It’s a fun age she 

wouldn’t mind sticking with. 

 Rose also has been a long-time member of the 

church’s women’s group and as a retired accountant 

has the job of keeping the group’s books. These ladies 

do a lot for the church and Rose is right there with them 

helping with the rummage sales, the Christmas raffle 

and funeral meals. She also is a member of the Catho-

lic Daughters organization and helps with their activi-

ties, which this past year included the kids’ festival and 

the Father’s Day breakfast. In addition to all this, Rose is 

a Eucharistic Minister and takes communion to shut-ins.  

She also helps catalog books for the church library. 

 If these activities weren’t enough, Rose also minis-

ters to the women at the Benton County jail every 

week. In fact, her hours there have just been extended. 

She says that many Protestant folks go to the jail to 

preach the Bible, so she has decided to focus mostly on 

prayer when she visits. 

 She’ll see as few a four women or as many as eight-

een when she visits. Rose brings along a suitcase full of 

spiritual CDs, a disc player, the Bible and other  items 

she thinks might help. 

 “I figure if you have 

a good prayer life, the 

rest will fall into place,” 

she said. That’s why she 

tries to teach the wom-

en about Jesus and 

how to pray. Some of 

them know very little 

about God or Jesus or 

anything to do with reli-

gion, she said. 

 Rose is a quiet per-

son and soft-spoken. It’s 

almost hard to imagine 

her walking into a jail 

facility and minister to 

people so sad and bro-

ken. In fact, the chap-

lain at the jail told Rose later that when she first started, 

she didn’t think she would last. But Rose is from the 

Bronx and said it would takes quite a lot to intimidate 

her. She’s a lot stronger than she might appear. 

 Rose is retired from ConAgra and has been with 

Parish of the Holy Spirit since 1998.  She has three sons, a 

grandson and a granddaughter.  Andy, one of her 

sons, lives with her here in the Tri-Cities. She said she’s 

never been so busy as now, and when asked how she 

got involved in so many activities, she says Fr. O’Shea is 

the one who talked her into doing so much. 

 “He doesn’t ask you if you can do something, he 

asks why you can’t,” she said. 

 On another note, she also is in charge of scheduling 

events at the parish community center and organizing 

events there. While this is a paid position for her, it is still 

a labor of love as she often has to work crazy hours to 

pull things off.  

 There’s times when funeral dinners, which obviously 

can’t be planned far in advance, almost conflict with 

scheduled events. The students at Tri-Cities Prep, for ex-

ample, held their prom at the hall last spring, but on the 

day they had planned to decorate, the hall was need-

ed for a funeral. So they had to hurry before the dance 

to get it all together.  

 Of course, Rose was there to help – like she always 

is.   

 She’s one of our dependable volunteers who does 

so much it’s hard to imagine how we’d get along with-

out her. 

 Unsung Heroes  
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Who has the power?   
 

Jesus has the power!   
 

During the last week of June, the children of our Va-

cation Bible School, a.k.a. Kids Praise Days, learned 

that Jesus gives us the power to do many things.  

The whacky-science-themed week helped the kids to 

learn to trust in Jesus.  During the five days, they 

discovered that Jesus gives us the power to be thank-

ful, the power to help 

others, the power to be 

brave, the power to live 

forever, and the power to 

tell others about God.  

Bible stories, yummy 

treats, games, crafts, and 

music reinforced the Bi-

ble point each day.  Be 

sure to keep a lookout for 

the dates of next year’s 

Kids Praise Days.  It is 

sure to be faith-filled fun. 
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Sacred, visible signs of God’s loving grace and presence to humanity. 

Sacraments manifest the faith of the Christian community on Earth. 

Sacraments 

Baptisms 
We welcome the following who were baptized into 
the Holy Spirit Parish Catholic Community from 
April1, 2008 through August 20, 2008 
 
Josephine Safranski 
Johnanthan Curtis Crites    
Mya Jaden Smith  
McKenzie Lee Kelly 
Kelsie Mary Kelly 
Bryce Alexander Castillo 
Cameron Nicholas Castillo 
Keira Eileen Castillo 
Lizette Janet Walle 
Jezreel Hope Wise 

Deaths 
April 1, 2008 through August 20, 2008  

Please pray for the souls of our deceased parishioners.   
May they rest in peace. 

 

 
George E. “Bay” Reed 
Jacob C. Stappler 
William Ray Gilbert 
Cleta Josephine Keane 
Ralph W. Secolo 
Gerald Wayne Shepherd 
Robert Lynn Smart 
Michael Anthony Arent Sr. 
Frank L. Mitchell 
Frank L. Perrault 
John Francis Henneberry  

Sacrament of Matrimony 
April1, 2008 through August 20, 2008 

 

Hazen Andrew Palmer 
to  

Angelica Andrea Valero 
 

Joseph Shane Picker 
to  

Jaime Nicole Conrad 

First Holy 
Communion 

April 19, 2008 
 

Luke Emmett Gorham 
Karlie Danielle Gough 
Ashley Angelique Hankins 
Kiera Alanna Henderson 
Marie A. Holle 
Grant Michael Howard 
Marcia Kim 
Patrick Reed Ly 
Emily Kate Martinez 
Megan Marie Massey 
Phaolo Nguyen Nam Phong Jeremiah 
Joseph Nguyen Tan Truong Tay 
Rece Quintana 
Madison Marie Rehder 
Isabella Judith Ross 
Catherine Schweiger 
Jamie Nicole Picker 
At Easter Vigil: 
Cheyenne Cascade Zilar 
Johnathan Blair Zilar 

Confirmation 
April 27, 2008 

Stephanie Marie Anderson 
Alexander Joseph Arent 
Terrance Donovan Casey 
Arielle Cline  
Meghann Anne Freier  
Jessica Marie Gaulke 
Matthew Dale Gerboth 
Carolyn Louise (Cara) Haass 
Marey Kay Hjellum 
Kathryn Anne Kleist 
Joseph Dean Licht 

Zachary Lawrence Lynch 
Leslee Nicole McPeak 
Jonathan Fredrick Menke 
Demetra Rochelle Murphy 
Cristal Elizabeth Kathleen Ortega 
Jordan Alexander Osborne 
Wynona Natasha Vaz 
Amy Elizabeth Verderber 
Jaime Nicole Picker 

RCIA  
Easter Vigil, March 26, 2008 

 

We welcome those who were baptized 

at Holy Spirit and received the sacra-
ments of Eucharist and Confirmation: 
 

Jacob Wallace Dwyer 
Danielle Marie Gerry 

Sandra Marie Zilar 
 

We welcome those who have been 
baptized in other churches, professed 

their faith in the Catholic Church and 
received the sacraments of Eucharist 

and Confirmation: 
 
 

Kelly Jon Henderson 
Brittani J. Moehnert 
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By Theresa Barnaby 
 
 

Did Adam & Eve Have Belly But-
tons?  And 199 Other Questions 
from Catholic Teenagers  
Matthew J. Pinto 
 
 The author, Matthew J. Pinto, is a fairly 

well known apologist and is a co-founder of 

the journal Envoy Magazine.  He also has 

quite a background in working with Catholic youth.  This is a 

book of Catholic apologetics, composed of serious questions 

from real teenagers. (Apologetics is the art of defending and 

giving reasons for one’s beliefs) 

 While this book is marketed to teenagers, it’s actually 

quite an interesting book for anyone looking for quick answers 

to questions you might have about your faith.  It’s not going to 

give you an in-depth answer, but is an excellent starting point 

to do some research, or just to answer those questions that 

pop up in your mind from time to time.  (Well, at least they 

pop into my mind, but I’m sure I’m not the only one who won-

ders!) 

 The book is divided into several broad chapters that cover 

the whole spectrum of questions from “Is there really a God?” 

to “Why can’t we eat meat on Fridays” to “Can a Catholic be-

lieve in evolution?”.   All answers are given with plenty of 

scriptural references to back them up.   The book is created 

so that you can just browse through the sections that interest 

you, or you can read the whole book at once.   

 There is a guide to confession in the back of the book, 

along with an examination of conscience and a very extensive 

resources and bibliography section.  The book also has both 

the Nhil Obstat and the Imprimatur.  “Nhil Obstat” means, lit-

erally, “nothing stands in the way” or “nothing obstructs”.  This 

is a judgment given by an official that there is no obstacle to a 

work or process going forward.  The “Imprimatur” literally 

means “let it be printed” and is a judgment by a bishop that a 

written work may be published.  Basically, it is an official dec-

laration that a book or a pamphlet is free of doctrinal or moral 

error.  (I had to do some research on that one – quite interest-

ing!) 

 So, if you want some quick answers to questions that 

have been bugging you for a while, or if you just want to see 

exactly how much you’ve forgotten from your catechism days 

with Sister Mary Rose over at St. Joseph’s (not that I have, 

you know, I’m just saying), check a copy of this book out from 

our library – you might discover something you never knew 

about your faith. 

 

Do you have a book that you’d like to tell us about or 
recommend?   We would like to hear from you. 
. 

Recommended readings: 

 

The Holy Longing—The Search for a Christian Spiritu-

ality by Ronald  

Rolheiser (Doubleday) 

 

 

 

 

Mother Angelica—The Remarkable Story 

of a Nun, Her Nerve, and a Network of 

Miracles  by Raymond Arroyo 

(Doubleday) 

Check It Out... 

In this  section we highlight books and videos that are available to check out from our parish library.  Parishioners of all ages are welcome to 
submit a review.  We’d love to hear from you if you’ve read a book that you think others would enjoy too. 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780965922883
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780385510936
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Celebrating our Mothers and Fathers 
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wanted.  Up until this point I felt as I 
was always living for everyone else.  I 
began a lot of self reflection and again 
asking the Lord for guidance.  Praying 
was my best therapy.  I always prayed, 
even when I was young.  I often 
wonder if I made God laugh with some 
of my prayers.  I know looking back 
they sure make me giggle…  I decided 
to move away from my ex-husband and 
daughter, knowing she was going to be 
well taken care of.  The decision then 
became where I would go in this big 
world.  It then hit me, the one place I 
was the happiest ever in my childhood 
was Kennewick, WA.  I would like to 
think it was by my choosing, however 
as my journey continues, it was the 
Lord.  Six months after moving to 
Kennewick my mother, who had moved 
back to help care for her mother, 
answered a classified ad, it read “sofa & 
loveseat $100.00”.  My mother and I 
went and looked at the furniture, paid 
the handsome young man the money 
and left, with out the furniture.  I 
remember asking my mother “What are 
we doing, giving this man money and 
leaving the furniture?  What if he takes 
us for our money?”  My mom simply 
said “the Lord works in mysterious 
ways”.  That handsome young man 
turned out to be the man of my 
dreams.  We bumped into each other 3 
months later at the Christ the King 
sausage fest.  We exchanged numbers 
and began dating.  We were married 1 
year later.  We bought a house, started 
a family and began going to church 
(occasionally).  For me going to church 
at all I considered going to church.  My 
husband was born and raised Catholic.  
His family (and what a wonderful 
family) were practicing Catholics.  They 
appeared to be that normal family that 
I often envied growing up.  Through 
the work of the Lord I was blessed with 
this loving and caring family with such a 
strong faith base.  WOW!  My husband 
knew the importance of faith in our 
children’s life but we never made it a 
priority or made the commitment. 

In early 2006 my husband took a job in 
Arizona, taking me back to a place that 
I remembered as sad, dysfunctional and 
chaotic.  Scary!  We prayed and prayed 
and then prayed some more about this 

journey, hoping it was the right place 
for our family.  It was!!!  We were only 
in Arizona a total of 10 months.  It was 
amazing how much our lives changed in 
such a short time.  I spent a lot of my 
time questioning the Lord as to WHAT 
his plan was for us in Arizona.   I have 
always been impatient and wanted 
answers; but didn’t feel the Lord 
answering.  My husband began taking 
our children to St Timothy’s in Mesa, 
Arizona.  Tim and the kids loved it.  I, 
however, only went once as I was still 
in the mind-set believing that was 
enough.  My husband’s job didn’t turn 
out to be what was promised, so we 
were heading back to Washington.  My 
husband gave his notice at the 
newspaper; we gave our notice for the 
rental we were living in.  We were all 
but moved when I got the news:  I had 
cancer!  I had been having health issue 
before we moved to Arizona, however 
the doctors in Washington found 
nothing.  After further testing at bigger 
facilities in Arizona they found a tumor 
on my left kidney—renal cell carcinoma.  
Why is it that at times it takes life-
altering events to put one in check, to 
get our attention?  I have always 
prayed over the years and felt the Lord 
answering.  I have never prayed as 
hard as I did during this event, but not 
for myself.  It was the strangest feeling 
that came over me.  I had come to 
terms with life.  If it was my time to 
return to my Lord I was more than 
ready.  I was given such a full life and 
was blessed with the man of my 
dreams and children that are truly gifts 
from God.  Instead of praying for 
myself, I prayed for those very gifts the 
Lord had bestowed on me, to give my 
husband the strength to care for our 
children without me.  For my children to 
continue their journey with the Lord, 
may it only get stronger! 

Hearing the Lord speak: 

After returning to Washington making 
our faith a priority was more important 
than ever.  We returned to church, Holy 
Spirit to be exact.  Our first Sunday 
back, Fr. Auve spoke of the R.C.I.A 
class starting and also baptism for your 
children.  If there was ever a moment 
in my life that I felt the Lord talking 
directly to me through another ,that 
was it.  There was another gift that 
day; my children also heard the calling 

of the Lord through Fr. Auve.  My 
daughter would ask me daily if I had 
called the parish to find out about her 
getting baptized.  It truly consumed 
her.  For two weeks she would come 
home from school and the first thing 
she would ask was “Did you call”?  
Well, as I bring this journey to a close, 
let me share with you the changes that 
have been made within my family and 
our faith.  I began attending the 
R.C.I.A. class every Tuesday night.  I 
loved every moment.  I looked forward 
to each and every class.  I felt my faith 
growing stronger and stronger every 
day.  Both of my children were baptized 
and went through confession.  My 
husband and I both had our first 
marriages annulled.  We had our 
marriage blessed by Fr. Auve in March 
2008.  On Holy Saturday I was baptized 
and we all received communion.  It was 
my and my kids’ first time receiving 
communion and what a feeling it was 
for me to have the Lord with me.    My 
husband also received communion that 
night.  It had been years since he 
received communion as he had things 
he to needed to resolve.  Cheyenne and 
Johnathan are now both alter servers 
and love it.   To be part of a 
community, to have such a strong 
commitment to my lord and to feel and 
see his works is a true blessing.  I now 
realize it’s much more than believing; it 
is belonging to a community, making 
the commitment to faith and having the 
Lord a priority in our life! 

(Continued from page 2) 

One Person’s Journey 
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One Person’s Journey 

families, followed by a catechetical session called a 

“Life Night,” remains effective to this day. As more 

parishes inquired about the ministry, Life Teen began 

offering national training conferences on this new 

and comprehensive youth ministry model within a 

few years. In the past two decades, Life Teen has 

grown into one of the most prolific Catholic youth 

ministry programs in the world. 

  This program is Eucharist-centered and ground-

ed in the Sacraments.  It encourages building a clos-

er relationship with Jesus in a dynamic way that 

reaches our youth.  Today’s youth need positive role 

models, and now is the time to engage them with in-

teractive modeling, humor, and prayer.  They are en-

couraged to explore and ask questions of our Catho-

lic faith, perhaps leading them to vocations in reli-

gious life. 

 One of the major changes is that Life Teen en-

courages family Mass participation.  A change for our 

parish is to offer a 5:30 pm Sunday Mass, followed by 

dinner for the Life Teen and Edge youth, and then 

Life Night activities.  Life Nights are creative nights 

that bring our Catholic faith to life, breaking open 

relevant issues for teens. Teens openly share and ex-

perience what it is to be a Catholic teen today. These 

catechetical nights are presented in line with the 

teachings of the Catholic Church and provide a com-

prehensive scope of topics, over the course of four 

years. 

 Life Teen hosted a four day training in Carefree, 

Arizona during the beginning of June and Parish of 

the Holy Spirit sent our very own Perry Kelly, Pat 

Moore, and Mike and Carol Gaulke to attend.  (If you 

see one of them, ask them about their experience.)  

There will be additional training in September for the 

“Core Team” members (adult leaders).  These adults 

will lead the Life Nights which will replace the exist-

ing Middle School and High School religious educa-

tion classes. 

 The Life Teen Coordinators for 9th through 12th 

grade, including Confirmation, are Mike and Carol 

Gaulke. 

 The Edge Coordinator for 6th through 8th grade 

is Perry Kelly. 

 Mary Beth will continue as Coordinator for middle 

and high school Religious Education.  She will be 

overseeing the Life Teen and Edge programs offering 

assistance and support, handling paperwork, and 

keeping parents and students informed of upcoming 

events. 

 If you would like to help with the fantastic youth 

of our Parish or would like to learn more about Life 

Teen or Edge, please contact Mike and Carol Gaulke 

at 628-1627 or Mary Beth at the church office. 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

Life Teen Program Is What It’s All About 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

 Religious Education Begins—September 16 at 3:45—5:00 pm 

 Mass Schedule Change—September 28 at 9:30 am & 5:30 pm 

 All Parish High School “Kick-Off” and BBQ—September 28 at 2:00—5:00 pm 

 Edge (Middle School) “Kick-Off” and BBQ—September 28 following 5:30 Mass—8:30 pm 

 Blessing of the Animals—October 4 in field by PCC at 3:30 

 Middle and High School Faith Formation - Edge and Life Teen—October 5 following the 5:30 Mass 

 Rummage Sale—October 10 and 11 

 Newcomers’ Brunch—October 26 after 9:30 a.m. Mass 

 Mass with Anointing of the Sick—October 31 at 11:00 a.m. 

 Family Fun Day by Catholic Daughters of Americas—November 1, 2008 

 All Saints Mass—November 1 at 8:00 a.m. 

 Stewardship Commitment—November 1 and 2 at Masses 

 Holy Spirit Mass for Deceased Parishioners—November 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Knights Memorial Mass—November 11 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Annual Catholic Appeal  Pledge Weekend—November 15 and 16 at Masses 

 Thanksgiving Mass—November 27 at 9 a.m. 

 Children’s Christmas Party by Knights of Columbus—December 6 

 Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation)—December 8   Masses 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 Holy Spirit Christmas Pageant—December 14 at 6:00 p.m. 


